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The  Regular  Triennial  Meeting  of  the  General  Society  of  Sons 
of  the  Revolution  was  held  in  the  City  of  Washington,  District  of 
Columbia,  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  April  eighteenth  and  nine- 
teenth, nineteen  hundred  and  eleven. 

On  Tuesday,  April  eighteenth,  the  members  and  guests  of  the 
Society  left  Washington  by  special  cars,  electric  service,  for  Annapolis, 
Maryland,  where  they  were  received  by  the  Governor  of  the  State  at 
Government  House.  The  State  Capitol  and  other  points  of  interest  in 
the  city  of  Annapolis  were  visited. 

Luncheon  was  served  in  Carvel  Hall.  After  lunch  the  Society 
proceeded  in  a  body  to  the  grounds  of  St.  John's  College  where  the 
monument  to  the  memory  of  the  French  soldiers  and  sailors  who 
sacrificed  their  lives  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution  was  unveiled. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  Presidential  party  they  were  met  at  the  en- 
trance to  the  grounds  of  St.  John's  College  by  the  General  Society,  the 
officers  and  Trustees  of  St.  John's  College,  and,  escorted  by  the  Corps 
of  Cadets  of  the  College  with  its  band,  they  proceeded  to  the  space 
around  the  newly  erected  monument,  where  the  ceremonies  of  the  un- 
veiling of  the  monument  took  place. 

The  Presidential  party  consisted  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and  Mrs.  Taft,  the  Secretary  of  War  and  Mrs.  Dickinson,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Major-General  Leonard  Wood  and  Aide,  Ad- 
miral and  Mrs.  Wainwright  and  Aide,  M.  and  Madame  Jusseraud,  Miss 
Amelie  de  Pau  Fowler,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edmund  Wetmore,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
James  Mortimer  Montgomery,  Mr.  Henry  W.  Taft,  the  Secretary  to  the 
President  and  Mrs.  Hillis. 

Addresses  were  delivered  by  General  Vice-President  Wetmore, 
President  Thomas  Fell,  His  Excellency  the  French  Ambassador,  and 
the  President  of  the  United  States.  After  these  exercises  the  society 
returned  to  Washington. 


ITINERARY 

The  following  named  persons  were  the  guests  of  the  General 
Society  in  addition  to  those  mentioned  above:  The  Count  and  Count- 
ess de  Chambrun,  Lt.  Commander  and  Mrs.  d'Azy,  M.  and  Madame 
de  la  Rocca,  Miss  Amelia  de  Pau  Fowler,  Hon.  and  Mrs.  "W.  Hall 
Harris,  Brigadier  General  and  Mrs.  Green  Clay  Goodloe,  Miss  Led- 
yard,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  A.  Spaulding,  Mr.  Robert  Olyphant,  Miss 
Olyphant,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ralph  Jenkins. 

On  Wednesday,  April  nineteenth,  the  Triennial  Meeting  was  held 
in  the  ballroom  of  the  New  Willard  Hotel  at  10:30  A.  M. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Major  General  Frederick  D.  Grant, 
U.  S.  A.,  commanding  the  Department  of  the  East ;  Colonel  Joseph 
Garrard,  U.  S.  A.,  ordered  a  special  drill  of  a  troop  of  cavalry  and 
a  battery  of  artillery  in  the  riding  hall  at  Fort  Myer,  which  was  greatly 
enjoyed  by  the  Society  in  the  afternoon. 

The  Triennial  banquet  of  the  General  Society  was  held  at  7 :30  of 
the  evening  of  the  same  day. 
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CEREMONIES  ATTENDING  THE   UNVEILING   OF 

THE  MONUMENT  TO  THE   FRENCH 

SOLDIERS  AND  SAILORS 

GENERAL    SOCIETY,    SONS    OF    THE    REVOLUTION 

ANNAPOLIS,  MARYLAND 


April  18,  1911. 
After  calling  the  assembly  to  order,  Vice-President  General 
Edmund  Wetmore  said :  Doctor  Thomas  Fell :  On  behalf  of  the  General 
Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  I  am  charged  with  the  duty  of 
delivering  to  St.  John's  College,  the  venerable  institution  of  which  you 
are  at  the  head,  this  monument  about  to  be  unveiled.  Our  Society 
has  erected  it  as  a  memorial  to  the  Soldiers  and  Sailors  of  France  who 
gave  their  lives  to  aid  us  in  our  struggle  for  independence,  and  are 
buried  here  in  the  bosom  of  the  land  they  helped  to  make  free.  The 
names  of  those  whom  the  monument  commemorates  are  unknown.  We 
have  no  record  to  guide  us ;  but  if  we  cannot  perpetuate  their  names, 
we  can  perpetuate  the  memory  of  their  deeds.  [Applause.]  And  we 
would  have  every  American  citizen  who  passes  by  and  pauses  to  read 
the  inscription  on  that  stone  think  what  it  was,  how  much  it  was  to  us 
when,  less  than  150  years  ago,  a  short  time  in  a  nation's  history,  and 
when  we  were  righting  for  our  national  life,  to  have  from  across  the 
sea  a  helping  hand  extended  to  us  from  the  gallant  people  of  France. 
[Applause.]  I  say  the  people  of  France,  for  great  and  inestimable 
as  was  the  aid  rendered  to  us  by  the  Government  of  that  country,  yet, 
as  has  been  said  by  the  historian  of  the  French  monarchy,  it  was  the 
ascendency  of  public  opinion  alone  that  forced,  or  at  least  we  may  say, 
that  enabled  the  Government  to  draw  its  sword  on  our  behalf.  It  was 
no  consideration  of  national  policy,  no  wily  statecraft  that  impelled 
Lafayette  to  exchange  the  luxury  of  a  French  nobleman  for  the  hard- 
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ships  of  Valley  Forge  and  to  lead  the  way  for  the  men  of  France  to 
enroll  under  our  banner.  [Applause.]  It  was  the  noble  impulse  of  a 
noble  heart  in  the  cause  of  human  freedom  which  he  perceived,  which 
France  then  perceived  more  clearly  than  all  the  rest  of  Europe,  was 
the  real  issue  in  our  contest.  The  debt  of  gratitude  then  incurred 
shall  run  until  the  two  people  no  longer  exist.  And  we,  as  the  des- 
cendants of  the  men  of  the  E evolution  have  set  up  this  monument  as 
a  token  that  past  benefits  are  not  forgotten,  and  that  we  are  but 
expressing  the  feelings  that  would  have  animated  our  ancestors  if  they 
were  here  with  us  to-day,  and  by  which  we  would  seek  to  convey  to 
the  people  of  France,  so  far  as  our  efforts  can  go,  the  assurance  that 
we  hold  what  their  heroic  forefathers  did  for  us  in  the  Revolution,  in 
lasting  and  grateful  remembrance.     [Applause.] 

The  band  then  played  "The  Marseillaise." 

The  monument  was  then  unveiled  by  the  Count  de  Chambrun,  a 
descendant  of  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  and  Miss  Fowler,  a  descend- 
ant of  Count  de  Grasse. 

Doctor  Thomas  Fell,  said : 

In  bygone  ages  the  Greeks  prescribed  that  a  funeral  oration  and 
suitable  obsequies  should  be  performed  over  the  graves  of  their  illus- 
trious dead;  and  it  is  in  sympathy  with  such  a  sentiment  that  we  are 
gathered  here  to-day. 

There  is,  however,  a  human  tendency  which  leads  men  to  overlook 
that  with  which  they  are  familiar  and  to  neglect  the  merits  of  that 
which  is  far  removed ;  and  thus  it  is  that  the  college  authorities  have 
not  given  any  particular  regard  to  the  traditions  which  are  centered 
around  this  spot.  It  is  true  we  speak  of  General  Lafayette,  we  tell 
how  he  was  entertained  in  our  college  halls,  how  he  was  greeted  by 
the  maidens  of  Annapolis  who  strewed  flowers  in  his  path  as  he  passed 
along  the  streets,  waving  banners  with  the  words  inscribed:  " La- 
fayette, the  dear  friend  of  our  fathers,  will  always  be  dear  to  the  hearts 
of  their  children,"  recognizing  him  thus  as  the  hero  who  came  to  the 
aid  of  the  colonists  in  their  hour  of  need,  in  the  struggle  for  freedom. 
But  up  to  the  present  time  no  memento  has  existed  of  those  men,  who, 
equally  with  him,  took  part  in  the  conflict,  and  who  gave  up  their  lives 
voluntarily  for  the  cause. 

This  college,  sir,  is  surpassed  by  few,  in  antiquity  and  in  the  beauty 
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of  its  location,  and  in  the  proportion  of  men  of  usefulness  and  distinc- 
tion among  its  graduates  who  love  the  old  place  and  are  proud  to  be 
connected  with  it,  and  regard  its  traditions  as  their  own  honors.  It 
is  therefore  fitting  that  we  should  cherish  a  monument  such  as  this 
which  is  designed  to  keep  alive  in  our  hearts  the  memory  of  past 
achievements. 

Go  to  Oxford  University,  in  England,  and  there  in  the  market  place 
you  will  see  a  stone  which  marks  the  place  where  the  three  bishops, 
Latimer,  Eidley  and  Cranmer  perished  at  the  stake  in  defense  of 
religious  liberty.  Go  into  the  Bodleian  Library  and  you  will  there  find 
the  copy-books  of  Edward  VI  and  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  emblems  of  the 
progress  of  education.  Go  to  the  public  schools  of  Harrow  and  Eton 
and  there  you  will  find  tablets  and  trophies  placed  to  the  memory 
of  those  who  have  perished  in  the  cause  of  civilization.  It  is  there- 
fore very  fitting  that  such  a  memorial  as  this  should  be  consigned  to 
this  college,  and  therefore,  sir,  with  due  reverence  and  with  a  full  sense 
of  the  obligation  conferred,  in  behalf  of  St.  John's  College  I  accept 
the  custody  of  the  monument  which  has  been  erected  to  the  memory  of 
the  French  soldiers  who  gallantly  gave  up  their  lives  fighting  for 
American  liberty,  and  whose  bones  are  buried  beneath  this  sod. 

"On  fame's  eternal  camping  ground 

Their  silent  tents  are  spread, 
And  Glory  guards  with  solemn  round 
The  bivouac  of  the  dead." 
[Applause.] 

General  Vice-President  Edmund  Wetmore:  We  could  have  no 
more  appropriate  guest  on  this  occasion  than  the  Ambassador  of 
France,  M.  Jusserand,  who  has  been  here  until  he  is  known  to  us  almost 
as  well  as  if  he  was  an  American.  I  ask  from  you  a  hearty  welcome 
for  him  and  his  country.     [Applause.] 


10  ADDRESS  BY  THE  FRENCH  AMBASSADOR 

M.  Jussekand  said: 

Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

To  voluntarily  remember  the  anxious  times  of  long  ago,  the  hard 
trials  experienced,  the  willing  help  conferred  in  the  hour  of  need,  by  a 
friend  is  a  rare  accomplishment. 

Among  many  other  rare  accomplishments,  the  American  nation 
certainly  numbers  that  one.  More  than  a  hundred  and  thirty  years 
have  passed  and  a  Frenchman  who  visits  the  United  States  has  only 
to  open  his  eyes  to  discover  images  of  his  compatriots  and  tokens 
of  the  survival  of  the  old  friendship.  At  the  Capitol  the  Speaker  sits 
between  a  portrait  of  Washington  and  one  of  Lafayette.  In  front  of 
the  White  House  the  one  who  brought  the  first  help,  Lafayette,  and  the 
one  who  brought  the  definitive  aid,  Bochambeau,  stand  on  their 
pedestals,  in  the  centre  of  a  city  that  in  their  days  was  yet  to  be  built, 
a  city  that  was  to  bear  the  name  of  their  friend  and  leader  Washington, 
whose  successor  we  are  so  happy  and  proud  to  have  among  us  to-day, 
and  whose  eloquent  words  have  endeared  him  even  more  to  an  Ambas- 
sador, who,  from  the  first  moment  he  knew  him  years  ago,  courted  his 
friendship.  At  Philadelphia,  at  Savannah,  at  New  York,  Newport, 
Baltimore,  Boston,  statues,  tablets,  pictures  tell  the  same  tale.  The 
American  nation  is  a  nation  who  remembers.  [Applause.] 

One  more  monument  is  being  inaugurated  to-day:  a  unique  one. 
To  commanders-in-chief,  to  generals,  to  admirals,  American  or  of 
other  nationalities,  who  took  part  in  the  fight  for  Independence,  statues 
have  been  raised,  well  deserved  ones,  too.  Here  we  have  something 
different  and  we  inaugurate  a  monument  that  could  be  raised  only 
for  the  United  States  or  for  France:  for  it  is  a  monument  not  to 
officers  but  to  soldiers,  and  it  has  been  raised  not  to  honor  a  man  but 
a  people.  What  is  finest  in  the  work  done  from  78  to  '82  is  that  it  was 
the  work  not  merely  of  a  man  or  of  a  few  men,  of  a  King  or  of  a 
Government,  it  was  the  work  of  the  nations  themselves. 

Due  honor  has  been  paid  to  the  leaders,  those  who  signed  the 
treaties,  those  who  command  in  battle.  Now,  owing  to  your  warm- 
heartedness, you  Sons  of  the  Bevolution,  a  monument  has  been  erected 
to  the  thousands  who  were  led,  those  without  whose  good  will,  courage 
and  discipline,  generals  and  diplomats  would  have  achieved  nothing: 
to  private  soldiers. 
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Those  whom  you  especially  honor  here  are  those  who  came  and 
never  returned.  They  deserve,  I  may  well  say,  to  be  remembered,  for 
not  one  of  them  did  not  come  with  enthusiasm,  fired  by  those 
ideas  of  liberty  so  new  then  and  which  your  success  and  your  example 
have  done  so  much  to  spread  throughout  the  world.  That  they  came 
with  the  best  will  is  not  a  mere  guess.  We  know  of  a  circular  sent  to 
the  surgeons  of  the  Navy  at  Brest  ordering  them  to  be  very  careful, 
because  we  wanted  to  send  only  picked  men,  and  the  desire  to  come  was 
so  universal  among  them  that  they  tried  to  conceal  any  infirmity  that 
they  might  have,  so  they  would  not  be  left  behind.  They  came  indeed 
with  a  good  heart. 

And  there  are  also  extant  the  autograph  instructions  of  Count 
Vergennes  to  Lafayette  when  he  returned  here  to  announce  the  coming 
of  Rochambeau  and  of  his  troops.  They  bear  testimony  to  the  disposi- 
tions of  the  soldiers,  and  there  is  something  touching  in  the  appeal  they 
contain  to  the  kindness  of  Washington:  "The  well-known  humanity  of 
General  Washington, ■ ?  the  instructions  read  "make  it  certain  that  he 
will  care  for  the  preservation  of  a  body  of  men  sent  from  more  than 
a  thousand  leagues  to  the  rescue  of  his  country.  They  go,  ready  to 
undertake  anything  for  the  salvation  of  America  and  must  not  be  sacri- 
ficed rashly  nor  lightly." 

To  expect  this  from  Washington  was  simply  to  show  a  knowledge 
of  the  character  of  Washington. 

They  crossed  the  sea  which  many  of  them  had  never  even  seen 
before,  and  beheld  that  America  of  which  they  had  heard  so  much  in 
their  regiments  and  even  in  their  villages.  They  became  acquainted 
with  American  soldiers.  Those  to  be  sure  were  fighting  for  their  own 
country  but  under  what  difficulties !  We  can  scarcely  realize  now  the 
merit  there  was  in  a  farmer  or  artizan's  son,  leaving  the  farm  and 
the  shop  to  fight  against  terrible  odds,  against  a  superior  enemy,  for 
a  country  that  was  scarcely  yet  a  country,  a  country  with  no  past,  and 
who  seemed,  time  and  again,  to  have  no  future.  With  a  long  glorious 
past,  living  in  a  land  which  has  had  time  to  produce  scores  of  great 
men,  which  has  come  to  the  forefront  of  nations,  which  has  developed 
a  character  of  its  own,  to  enlist,  and  continue  under  the  flag  and  fight 
to  the  bitter  end  is  nothing  as  compared  to  what  the  young  men  of  the 
eighteenth  century  had  to  do  and  undergo. 

These  young  men,  therefore,   assembled  from  all  parts   of  the 
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country,  having  most  of  them  but  a  short  experience  of  the  service, 
were  met  By  those  French  veterans  clad  in  excellent  uniforms,  led  by 
officers  who  had  seen  the  Seven  Years  War.  What  did  they  think  of  each 
other  ?  Soldiers  do  not  keep  diaries  and  so  we  cannot  know  from  them 
what  they  thought,  but  we  can,  however,  gather  from  other  sources 
a  pretty  accurate  idea. 

First,  it  is  well  known  how  difficult  it  is  to  avoid  frictions,  jealousies 
and  difficulties  between  allied  armies  of  different  nationality.  In  this 
case  the  soldiers  of  both  were  at  one,  in  their  aims  and  dispositions ; 
they  respected  each  other  and  a  testimony  above  which  there  is  none, 
that  of  Washington,  is  decisive  in  this  respect:  he  never  ceases  to  praise 
the  good  understanding  and  friendly  dispositions  from  man  to  man 
between  his  own  troops  and  those  of  his  French  allies.  "It  may,  I 
believe,' '  he  wrote  to  Lafayette  in  October,  1782,  "with  much  truth  be 
said  that  a  greater  harmony  between  two  armies  never  subsisted  than 
that  which  has  prevailed  between  French  and  Americans  since  the 
first  junction  of  them  last  year." 

If  soldiers,  morever,  kept  no  memoirs  their  officers  did  and  through 
them  we  know  the  sort  of  American  privates  with  whom  ours  had  to 
become  acquainted.  One  of  those  officers,  Count  de  Segur,  a  good 
officer  and  a  good  writer,  a  future  member  of  the  French  Academy, 
wrote : 

"I  had  expected  to  find  in  this  popular  camp  soldiers  ill-equipped, 
officers  without  instruction,  republicans  destitute  of  that  urbanity  so 
common  in  our  old  civilized  countries.  It  will  therefore  be  easily 
imagined  how  much  I  was  surprised  at  finding  an  army  well  disciplined, 
in  which  everything  offered  the  aspect  of  order,  reason,  information 
and  experience. ' '  Segur  notes  thereupon  a  trait  which  happily  con- 
tinues to  characterize  the  American  army,  the  mixture  of  dignity  and 
paternal  kindliness  with  which  officers  talk  to  their  men,  and  he  con- 
cludes, praising:  "The  personal  dignity  of  each  individual,  and  the 
noble  pride  with  which  all  were  inspired  by  the  love  of  liberty  and  a 
sentiment  of  equality. ' ' 

Such  were  the  men  from  France  and  from  the  various  American 
States  who  became  acquainted  during  the  momentous  period  of  the 
fight  for  Independence.  Of  the  thousands  who  had  crossed  the  ocean 
many  were  destined  never  again  to  see  the  family  hearths  nor  to  rest 
under  the  shade  of  the  village  steeple.     To  them  this  monument  has 
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been  raised  by  American  bands,  a  product  of  American  art,  a  token 
of  American  friendship.  It  has  been  raised  in  this  city  where  genera- 
tions of  sailors  continue  the  traditions  of  early  days,  in  that  State  of 
Maryland  which  when  a  proposition  came  from  the  adversary  to  con- 
clude peace  without  waiting  for  France,  proclaimed  any  one  who  would 
entertain  such  a  proposition  an  enemy  to  the  State. 

Our  soldiers  rest  in  hallowed  ground  in  a  friendly  country,  and  if 
it  is  true  that  they  never  saw  theirs  again,  yet  it  must  be  said  that 
the  cause  for  which  they  fought  was  worth  dying  for.  It  was  the 
cause  of  the  great  nation  of  to-day  and  the  cause  of  liberty  here  and 
throughout  the  world. 

To  the  Sons  of  the  Kevolution,  who  are  keeping  alive  the  memory 
of  those  men,  I  beg  to  express  the  gratitude  of  France. 

General  Vice-President  Wetmore  :  You  will  now  have  an  opportunity 
of  expressing  the  gratitude  and  the  pleasure  which  you  must  feel,  and 
that  enables  me  to  annouce  that,  amid  all  the  cares  of  his  great  office 
on  an  occasion  like  this  you  will  now  hear  the  voice  of  the  United  States 
through  their  President.    [Applause  and  cheers.] 

The  band  then  played  the  "Star  Spangled  Banner.' ' 

President  Taft  said: 

Mr.  President,  Mr.  Ambassador,  ladies  and  gentlemen:  After  the 
eloquent  addresses  which  you  have  heard,  and  especially  from  the  dis- 
tinguished Ambassador  from  France,  it  is  fitting  that  I  should  limit 
what  I  have  to  say  to  a  very  few  sentences. 

It  is  true,  as  the  Ambassador  has  said,  that  in  Washington  there 
are  many  evidences  of  the  grateful  memory  that  we  cherish  toward 
the  leaders  of  the  French  troops  and  the  French  navy  that  came  here. 
Lafayette  was  with  us  so  much  in  that  struggle  that  as  we  pay  our  debt 
of  gratitude  to  him  we  almost  forget  that  he  was  a  Frenchman  and 
believe  that  he  was  one  of  us.  [Applause.]  And  so  in  the  monuments 
to  Eochambeau  and  others,  the  element  of  the  personal  manifests  itself, 
and  we  feel  the  gratitude  to  the  man.  But  here,  where  the  men  whose 
memory  we  celebrate  are  unknown  to  us  by  name,  and  the  very  im- 
personality of  the  occasion  makes  it  distinctly  the  gratitude  of  a  nation 
to  a  nation.    [Applause.] 

"A  friend  in  need  is  a  friend  indeed."    It  needs  but  little  imagina- 
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tion  to  carry  us  back  to  those  dark  days  of  Valley  Forge,  and  even 
to  the  later  years,  1780,  when  Eochambeau  with  that  army  landed  at 
Newport,  to  realize  how  much  it  meant  to  us  and  our  struggle  for 
liberty  that  those  leaders  and  those  men  should  be  willing  to  sacrifice 
themselves  for  a  nation  far  across  the  sea,  with  whom  they  had  had  no 
association,  but  simply  to  carry  out  the  idea  of  liberty.  [Applause.] 

We  have  attempted  in  our  country  to  learn  a  lesson  from  France 
in  those  days,  and  in  our  own  history  we  have  attempted  to  help  other 
people  onto  their  feet  in  their  struggle  for  independence  and  liberty. 
[Applause.] 

The  Island  of  Cuba  testifies  to  our  willingness  to  give  a  people 
independence,  and,  though  she  stumbled  again,  to  put  our  arms  under 
ner  arms  and  put  her  on  her  feet.    [Applause.] 

And  who  can  say  that  the  lesson  which  France  taught  us  in  those 
days,  more  than  one  hundred  years  ago,  did  not  lead  us  to  the  self- 
denying  ordinance  which  was  passed  as  we  began  the  Spanish  War,  and 
to  the  policy  which  was  pursued  thereafter,  in  insisting  that  Cuba 
should  remain  independent  and  not  become  a  part  of  our  dominion  ? 
[Applause.] 

Now,  my  friends,  I  congratulate  the  Sons  of  the  Eevolution  in 
having  erected  this  most  appropriate  monument  upon  academic  ground, 
to  celebrate  the  warmth  of  feeling  that  we  entertain  both  for  the  indi- 
viduals who  sacrificed  their  lives  for  us,  and  for  the  nation  with  whom 
we  are  delighted  to  recollect  our  period  of  amity  in  the  past  and  to 
welcome  closer  union  and  bonds  of  friendship  in  the  future.  [Ap- 
plause.] 

General  Vice-President  Wetmore:  The  Eeverend  Frank  Landon 
Humphreys,  assistant  chaplain  of  the  New  York  Society,  will  pro- 
nounce the  benediction. 

The  Chaplain:  Almighty  God,  giver  of  all  good  things,  bless, 
preserve  and  keep  us  and  grant  that  we  may  so  live  and  serve  our 
country  and  our  God  in  this  world,  that  in  the  world  to  come  we  may 
have  life  everlasting.    Amen. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  ceremonies  the  Presidential  party  with  the 
Society  and  its  guests,  witnessed  the  special  drill  of  the  Corps  of  cadets 
of  the  Naval  Academy,  and  afterward  were  entertained  by  the  Super- 
intendent of  the  Academy  at  his  official  residence,  after  which  they  re- 
turned to  Washington  in  the  evening. 
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New  York,  February  1,  1911. 
Secretary,  Sons  of  the  Revolution 
Dear  Sir: 

The  Regular  Triennial  Meeting  of  the  General  Society  Sons  of  the 
Revolution  will  be  held  in  the  City  of  Washington,  D.  C,  on  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday  the  18th  and  19th  days  of  April,  1911. 
Yours  faithfully, 

JAMES  MORTIMER  MONTGOMERY, 

General  Secretary. 

In  accordance  with  the  above  notice  the  General  Society  of  Sons 
of  the  Revolution  assembled  in  the  ballroom  of  the  New  Willard  Hotel 
at  10:30  A.  M.,  Wednesday,  April  19th,  1911. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  General  Vice-President  Ed- 
mund Wetmore. 

Reverend  Thomas  Edward  Green,  of  Illinois,  offered  the  follow- 
ing prayer: 

Almighty  God,  our  Heavenly  Father,  we  render  Thee  our  hearty 
thanks  for  all  Thy  goodness  and  mercy  to  us  and  to  all  men,  especially 
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tion  to  carry  us  back  to  those  dark  days  of  Valley  Forge,  and  even 
to  the  later  years,  1780,  when  Rochambeau  with  that  army  landed  at 
Newport,  to  realize  how  much  it  meant  to  us  and  our  struggle  for 
liberty  that  those  leaders  and  those  men  should  be  willing  to  sacrifice 
themselves  for  a  nation  far  across  the  sea,  with  whom  they  had  had  no 
association,  but  simply  to  carry  out  the  idea  of  liberty.  [Applause.] 

We  have  attempted  in  our  country  to  learn  a  lesson  from  France 
in  those  days,  and  in  our  own  history  we  have  attempted  to  help  other 
people  onto  their  feet  in  their  struggle  for  independence  and  liberty. 
[Applause.] 

The  Island  of  Cuba  testifies  to  our  willingness  to  give  a  people 
independence,  and,  though  she  stumbled  again,  to  put  our  arms  under 
ner  arms  and  put  her  on  her  feet.    [Applause.] 

And  who  can  say  that  the  lesson  which  France  taught  us  in  those 
days,  more  than  one  hundred  years  ago,  did  not  lead  us  to  the  self- 
denying  ordinance  which  was  passed  as  we  began  the  Spanish  War,  and 
to  the  policy  which  was  pursued  thereafter,  in  insisting  that  Cuba 
should  remain  independent  and  not  become  a  part  of  our  dominion? 
[Applause.] 

Now,  my  friends,  I  congratulate  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution  in 
having  erected  this  most  appropriate  monument  upon  academic  ground, 
to  celebrate  the  warmth  of  feeling  that  we  entertain  both  for  the  indi- 
viduals who  sacrificed  their  lives  for  us,  and  for  the  nation  with  whom 
we  are  delighted  to  recollect  our  period  of  amity  in  the  past  and  to 
welcome  closer  union  and  bonds  of  friendship  in  the  future.  [Ap- 
plause.] 

General  Vice-President  Wetmore:  The  Reverend  Frank  Landon 
Humphreys,  assistant  chaplain  of  the  New  York  Society,  will  pro- 
nounce the  benediction. 

The  Chaplain:  Almighty  God,  giver  of  all  good  things,  bless, 
preserve  and  keep  us  and  grant  that  we  may  so  live  and  serve  our 
country  and  our  God  in  this  world,  that  in  the  world  to  come  we  may 
have  life  everlasting.    Amen. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  ceremonies  the  Presidential  party  with  the 
Society  and  its  guests,  witnessed  the  special  drill  of  the  Corps  of  cadets 
of  the  Naval  Academy,  and  afterward  were  entertained  by  the  Super- 
intendent of  the  Academy  at  his  official  residence,  after  which  they  re- 
turned to  Washington  in  the  evening. 
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In  accordance  with  the  above  notice  the  General  Society  of  Sons 
of  the  Revolution  assembled  in  the  ballroom  of  the  New  Willard  Hotel 
at  10:30  A.  M.,  Wednesday,  April  19th,  1911. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  General  Vice-President  Ed- 
mund Wetmore. 

Reverend  Thomas  Edward  Green,  of  Illinois,  offered  the  follow- 
ing prayer: 

Almighty  God,  our  Heavenly  Father,  we  render  Thee  our  hearty 
thanks  for  all  Thy  goodness  and  mercy  to  us  and  to  all  men,  especially 
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for  the  blessings  vouchsafed  to  us  as  citizens  of  our  beloved  land  and 
nation.  We  thank  Thee  for  what  our  fathers  and  their  fathers  did,  for 
the  (heritage  that  they  have  left  to  us  of  inspiration,  of  leadership,  of 
high  ideals ;  and  as  in  our  day  and  generation  it  is  given  to  us  to  do  our 
part,  wilt  Thou  grant  us  Thy  grace  that  as  manfully,  that  as  sincerely, 
that  with  as  high  faith  as  they,  we  may  pass  on  to  our  children  and  to 
our  children's  children  the  sacred  trust  that  has  come  to  us. 

We  pray  for  Thy  servant,  the  President,  for  his  advisors,  for  all 
who  are  over  us  in  authority.  God  grant  that  they  be  men  of  clean 
hands,  of  pure  hearts  and  wilt  Thou  so  rule  in  the  councils  of  men  that 
all  things  shall  redound  to  Thy  glory  for  the  uplift  of  humanity  and  for 
the  increase  of  freedom,  liberty  and  conscience  throughout  the  world. 
Guide  us  in  these  deliberations,  bestow  upon  us  constantly  Thy  bless- 
ing, we  ask  it  in  the  name  of  Him  Who  taught  us  when  we  pray  to  say: 

Our  Father,  Who  art  in  Heaven,  Hallowed  be  Thy  Name,  Thy 
Kingdom  come,  Thy  Will  be  done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  Heaven ;  give  us 
this  day  our  daily  bread;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we  forgive 
those  that  trespass  against  us ;  lead  us  not  into  temptation  but  deliver 
us  from  evil;  for  Thine  is  the  Kingdom,  the  Power  and  the  Glory,  for- 
ever and  ever.    Amen. 

General  Vice-President  Wetmoke:  Owing  to  affliction  in  his  fam- 
ily, our  General  Secretary,  Mr.  Montgomery,  is  absent.  The  Assistant 
General  Secretary,  Mr.  Libbey  is  confined  to  his  bed  by  illness.  In  the 
absence  of  both  I  am  going,  with  your  permission,  to  request  our  for- 
mer Assistant  General  Secretary,  Hon.  W.  Hall  Harris,  of  Maryland, 
to  act  as  Secretary  pro  tern  for  this  meeting  [Applause.] 

The  roll  was  then  called  and  the  following  delegates  responded  to 
their  names : 

Colorado. 

John  Lloyd  McNeil,  William  Kossuth  McAllister, 

Eev.  Thomas  Edward  Green. 

District  of  Columbia. 

Col.  James  Morris  Morgan,  Brig.-Gen.  Green  Clay  Goodloe, 

William  Stone  Abert,  U.  S.  M.  C. 

.Surg.-Gen.  Walter  Wyman,  U.  S.  A. 


MEETING  OF  GENERAL  SOCIETY 


17 


Charles  Cromwell, 
Eev.  Thomas  E.  Green, 


Hon.  W.  Hall  Harris, 


Robert  Batcheller, 
Herbert  Leland, 


Georgia. 
Hugh  V.  Washington. 

Illinois.  * 

Thomas  Floyd-Jones, 
John  W.  Lauer. 

Iowa. 
Henry  Cadle. 

Kentucky. 
Samuel  M.  Wilson. 

Maryland. 

E.  E.  Arthurs. 
J.  Appleton  Wilson. 

Massachusetts. 

Richard  Henry  Winslow  Dwight, 
Charles  I.  Thayer, 
Henry  Dexter  Warren. 


Lieut.-Gen.  John  G.  Bates 

U.  S.  A.,  Ret., 
Capt.  H.  W.  Jones, 


Louis  G.  Beers, 


Edmund  Wetmore, 
Frederick  S.  Woodruff, 
William  W.  Ladd, 
Col.  John  B.  Holland, 


Missouri. 

Col.  Abiel  Smith, 
Maj.  John  B.  O'Meara, 
Henry  Cadle, 
Stoughton  Walker. 

New  Jersey. 

D.  S.  Robeson, 
Horace  F.  Nixon. 

New  York. 

Robert  Olyphant, 

H.  R.  Drowne, 

Talbot  Olyphant, 

Rev.  Frank  L.  Humphreys, 
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Harry  D.  Spears, 
Edwin  M.  Swift,  M.  D., 
Benjamin  E.  Lummis, 
James  Van  Dyk, 
John  A.  Prall, 
Benjamin  W.  B.  Brown, 
Warren  S.  Sillcocks, 
E.  Murray  Olyphant, 


Eobert  M.  Codd, 
Col.  Wray  Cleveland, 
J.  Morgan  Howe, 
Hon.  James  M.  Beck, 
Talbot  Boot, 
William  B.  Davenport, 
William  A.  Fuller, 
William  W.  Owens. 


North  Carolina, 


Marshall  DeLancey  Haywood,  Graham  Harris  Andrews, 

Paul  Wilfong  Sehenck. 


Ohio. 


George  E.  Pomeroy, 
William  E.  Lowes, 


William  A.  Hall, 
Jackson  W.  Sparrow. 


Pennsylvania. 


S.  Davis  Page, 

Capt.  William  Baird,  U.  S.  A., 

J.  Madison  Taylor, 

C.  B.  Franklin. 

0.  B.  Parry, 


Col.  C.  H.  Heyl,  U.  S.  A., 
W.  McPherson  Hornor, 
B.  B.  Weitzell, 

D.  Milne, 

Harold  W.  Gillingham. 


James  P.  Cozzens, 


Rhode  Island. 

Dr.  Edwin  P.  Bobinson. 


Tennessee. 

Capt.  William  P.  Chamberlain. 

Virginia. 

Hon.  Bichard  C.  Scott,  Capt.  W.  Gordon  McCabe, 

Dr.  Charles  B.  Bobins. 

West  Virginia. 


A.  B.  Beach, 


Charles  I.  Hickman, 
Frederick  T.  Martin. 
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Mb.  W.  Hall  Hakris  of  Maryland  then  said: 

Mr.  Vice-President :  Since  its  last  meeting  the  General  Society  has 
suffered,  through  the  death  of  its  General  President,  a  loss,  which  is 
keenly  felt  both  by  the  several  State  Organizations,  and  by  the  large 
number  of  their  members  who  had  enjoyed  his  personal  acquaintance. 
The  late  General  President  had  not  only  held  that  office  from  the  forma- 
tion of  the  General  Society  but  he  had  also  been  the  President  of  the 
Maryland  Society  from  its  organization  and  it  had  been  suggested  that 
as  his  unworthy  successor  in  the  latter  position;  it  would  be  appro- 
priate for  me  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  this  meeting  a  minute  unani- 
mously adopted  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Maryland  Society,  expres- 
sive, in  language  more  fitting  than  I  could  command,  of  the  feeling 
of  that  Society,  and  which,  if  it  meet  the  approval  of  this  meeting, 
may  evidence  that  of  the  General  Society  also. 

The  minute  is  as  follows : 

The  death  of  the  Honorable  John  Lee  Carroll,  the  President  of 
this  Society  since  the  date  of  its  organization  in  1892,  and  President 
for  a  still  longer  period  of  the  General  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  Eev- 
olution,  occurred  in  Washington  on  the  27th  day  of  February,  1911,  in 
the  eighty-second  year  of  his  age. 

It  is  needless  to  recite  the  basis  of  his  qualification  for  member- 
ship in  this  Society.  He  was  the  great-grandson  of  Charles  Carroll 
of  Carrollton,  one  of  the  signers  on  behalf  of  Maryland  of  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence  of  the  United  States.  He  had  other  claims,  if  he 
had  chosen  to  file  them,  but  that  one  is  sufficient. 

Educated  at  St.  Mary's  College  and  Georgetown  College,  he  after- 
wards took  a  course  in  law  at  Harvard  College,  and  continued  his  law 
studies  in  the  office  of  Messrs.  Brown  and  Brune,  from  which  training 
school  emerged  many  lawyers  who  afterwards  gave  distinction  to  the 
bench  and  bar  of  this  city  and  State.  Mr.  Carroll  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  but  never  engaged  in  active  practice. 

After  traveling  abroad  for  some  years,  Mr.  Carroll  resided  for 
a  time  in  New  York,  but  returning  to  his  native  State  at  the  time  of 
the  Civil  War,  he  was  in  1867,  under  the  Constitution  adopted  in  that 
year,  elected  State  Senator  from  Howard  County  for  the  term  of  four 
years  and  re-elected  in  1871.  At  the  session  of  the  Legislature  in  1874 
he  was  chosen  President  of  the  Senate.    After  an  exciting  and  closely 
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contested  campaign  in  the  autumn  of  1875,  he  was  in  January,  1876, 
inaugurated  as  Governor  of  the  State.  At  the  end  of  his  term  of  office 
in  1880  he  retired  from  active  participation  in  politics,  though  always 
ready  until  finally  disabled  by  physical  weakness  to  give  his  voice  and 
aid  in  the  service  of  his  State  and  Party. 

So  much  fpr  the  public  career  of  the  man.  What  affects  us  more 
nearly  is  the  loss  of  our  honored  President.  When  this  Society  was 
organized  Governor  Carroll  was  not  only  President  of  the  National 
Society  of  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  but  also  of  the  Society  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  where  he  had  his  winter  residence.  When  the 
committee  appointed  to  notify  him  that  he  was  the  unanimous  choice 
of  the  Maryland  Society  visited  him  in  Washington  to  convey  the  notifi- 
cation he,  with  that  courtesy  of  manner  that  never  failed  him,  ex- 
pressed his  appreciation,  but  also  his  embarrassment,  on  account  of 
his  relations  with  the  Society  in  the  District;  but  he  added  that  he 
felt  that  he  belonged  to  Maryland  and  if  he  could  do  so  without  creat- 
ing ill-feeling  he  would  accept  our  Presidency.  We  should  gratefully 
remember  that  when  he  submitted  the  case  to  the  Society  in  the  District 
it  promptly  recognized  his  feelings,  and  accepted  with  regret  his 
resignation  in  order  that  he  might  become  the  President  of  the  Society 
in  Maryland,  the  State  of  which  he  was  both  a  native  and  a  citizen, 
It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  when  the  National  Society  of  the  Sons  of 
the  Eevolution,  before  our  local  Society  was  formed,  looked  about  for 
a  President  who  would  best  represent  the  spirit  of  the  Society  in  its 
patriotic  and  social  ideals,  and  as  a  type  of  the  spirit  of  1776,  their 
choice  fell  upon  this  Maryland  gentleman,  to  whose  memory  we  now 
pay  the  tribute  of  respect  and  affection. 

In  the  death  of  John  Lee  Carroll  this  Society  and  this  Common- 
wealth have  lost  a  man  who  was  representative  of  the  fine  traditional 
traits  of  a  gentleman  of  the  old  school,  unfailing  in  dignity,  unfailing 
in  courtesy,  unfailing  in  honor.  A  type  which  seems  now  to  be  becom- 
ing more  rare,  but  let  us  trust  that  it  is  not  a  perishing  one.  Let  us 
trust  that  there  are  those  surviving  who  will  keep  the  light  still  burn- 
ing, and  who  will  in  the  race  of  life  pass  the  torch  on  to  their  descend- 
ants and  successors  with  the  injunction  to  keep  its  flame  ever  alight. 

The  funeral  services  of  Governor  Carroll  were  held  in  the  Roman 
Catholic  Cathedral  in  Baltimore  on  Wednesday,  the  first  day  of  March, 
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where  a  requiem  mass  was  offered  for  the  repose  of  his  soul.  The  ser- 
vices were  largely  attended,  included  among  those  present  being  the 
Governor  of  the  State,  attended  by  his  military  staff,  members  of  this 
Society  and  also  representatives  from  the  General  Society  of  Sons  of 
the  Revolution  from  other  States  and  the  District  of  Columbia.  The 
mterment  was  made  in  Bonnie  Brae  Cemetery. 

Mr.  William  W.  Ladd  of  New  York:  I  move  you,  sir,  that  the 
minute  we  have  just  heard  read  in  relation  to  our  deceased  President 
General  be  entered  at  length  on  the  minutes  of  this  meeting. 

Said  motion  having  been  seconded  was  unanimously  adopted. 

The  Vice-President  :  There  are  a  number  of  State  Societies  who 
have  passed  resolutions  on  the  death  of  Governor  Carroll.  All  of  those 
will  be  printed  in  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  and  it  will  not  be 
necessary  to  read  them  here. 

RESOLUTIONS  OF  STATE  SOCIETIES  UPON  THE  DEATH  OF 

GOVERNOR  CARROLL. 
COLORADO. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Colorado 
Society  Sons  of  the  Revolution  held  at  Denver  on  the  seventh  day  of 
March,  1911,  the  following  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  we  have  heard  with  deep  sorrow  of  the  death,  on 
February  27th,  of  our  honored  President  of  the  General  Society,  John 
Lee  Carroll,  and  on  this  occasion  desire  to  express  our  great  love  and 
admiration  of  the  character  of  this  noble  son  of  the  Republic. 

Many  of  our  members  had  the  pleasure  of  social  intercourse  with 
him  at  our  Triennial  meeting  held  in  Denver  on  April  19th,  1899,  and 
although  his  stay  among  us  was  short,  we  felt  highly  honored  by  his 
presence  and  by  his  gracious  and  delightful  companionship.  We  then 
understood,  as  now,  that  no  better  man  could  have  been  chosen  as  our 
leader.    With  us  his  memory  will  be  a  lasting  possession. 

Also  further  resolved,  That  this  resolution  be  spread  upon  the 
records  of  our  Society,  and  that  a  copy  of  the  same  be  sent  to  the 
secretary  of  the  General  Society. 

James  C.  Starkweather, 

President. 
Harry  I.  Aldrich, 

Secretary. 
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DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

On  behalf  of  the  District  of  Columbia  Society  Sons  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, I  beg  to  tender  to  the  General  Society  our  sympathy  and  express 
to  you  the  deep  sorrow  which  is  felt  here  at  the  death  of  our  President 
General,  Honorable  John  Lee  Carroll.  As  you  probably  know,  Gov- 
ernor Carroll  was  also  a  member  of  the  District  of  Columbia  Society 
and  we  feel  his  loss  very  keenly  here.    Faithfully  yours, 

A.  Keith  P  arris,  Jr., 
Secretary. 

KENTUCKY. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  with  deep  regret  that  the  Kentucky  Society 
Sons  of  the  Revolution,  have  just  received  news  of  the  death  on 
February  27,  1911,  of  Ex-Governor  John  Lee  Carroll  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,  who  had  held  the  office  of  President-General  of  the  General 
Society,  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  since  its  organization  in  1890,  down  to 
the  time  of  his  death. 

Be  it  further  resolved,  That  due  acknowledgment  be  made  by  our 
Secretary  to  Hon.  James  Mortimer  Montgomery,  General  Secretary  of 
the  General  Society,  of  the  information  of  Governor  Carroll's  death, 
which  was  officially  communicated  to  the  Kentucky  Society  by  the  Gen- 
eral Secretary ;  and 

Be  it  further  resolved,  That  the  delegates  from  the  Kentucky 
Society  to  the  next  Triennial  Meeting  of  the  General  Society  to  be 
held  in  the  City  of  Washington,  D.  C,  on  April  18th  and  19th,  1911, 
unite  in  behalf  of  this  Socitey  with  the  delegates  from  the  Societies 
of  other  States  in  paying  appropriate  tribute  to  the  services  and 
memory  of  our  lamented  President-General. 

I  hearby  certify  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  Kentucky  Society  of  Sons 
of  the  Revolution  held  in  the  City  of  Lexington,  Kentucky,  on  March 
24,  1911,  the  foregoing  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Witness  my  hand  as  Secretary  of  said  Society  hereto  subscribed 
this  April  8, 1911. 

Samuel  M.  Wilson, 
Secretary. 
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MABYLAND. 

The  death  of  the  Honorable  John  Lee  Carroll,  the  President  of  this 
Society  since  the  date  of  its  organization  in  1892,  and  President  for  a 
still  longer  period  of  the  National  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, occurred  in  Washington  on  the  27th  day  of  February,  1911,  in  the 
eighty-second  year  of  his  age. 

It  is  needless  to  recite  the  basis  of  his  qualification  for  member- 
ship in  this  Society.  He  was  the  great-grandson  of  Charles  Carroll  of 
Carrollton,  one  of  the  signers  on  behalf  of  Maryland  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence  of  the  United  States.  He  had  other  claims,  if  he  had 
chosen  to  file  them,  but  that  one  is  sufficient. 

Educated  at  St.  Mary's  College  and  Georgetown  College,  he  after- 
wards took  a  course  in  law  at  Harvard  College,  and  continued  his  law 
studies  in  the  office  of  Messrs.  Brown  and  Brune,  from  which  training 
school  emerged  many  lawyers  who  afterwards  gave  distinction  to  the 
bench  and  bar  of  this  city  and  state.  Mr.  Carroll  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  but  never  engaged  in  active  practice. 

After  traveling  abroad  for  some  years,  Mr.  Carroll  resided  for  a 
time  in  New  York,  but  returning  to  his  native  state  at  the  time  of  the 
Civil  War,  he  was  in  1867,  under  the  Constitution  adopted  in  that  year, 
elected  State  Senator  from  Howard  county  for  the  term  of  four  years 
and  re-elected  in  1871.  At  the  session  of  the  Legislature  in  1874  he  was 
chosen  President  of  the  Senate.  After  an  exciting  and  closely  con- 
tested campaign  in  the  autumn  of  1875,  he  was  in  January,  1876,  in- 
augurated as  Governor  of  the  State.  At  the  end  of  his  term  of  office 
in  1880  he  retired  from  active  participation  in  politics,  though  always 
ready  until  finally  disabled  by  physical  weakness  to  give  his  voice  and 
aid  in  the  service  of  his  State  and  party. 

So  much  for  the  public  career  of  the  man.  What  affects  us  more 
nearly  is  the  loss  of  our  honored  President.  When  this  Society  was 
organized  Governor  Carroll  was  not  only  President  of  the  National 
Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  Eevolution,  but  also  of  the  Society  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  where  he  had  his  winter  residence.  When  the 
committee  appointed  to  notify  him  that  he  was  the  unanimous  choice 
of  the  Maryland  Society  visited  him  in  Washington  to  convey  the  noti- 
fication  he,   with  that  courtesy    of   manner   that   never   failed   him, 
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expressed  his  appreciation,  but  also  embarrassment,  on  account  of  his 
relations  with  the  Society  in  the  District ;  but  he  added  that  he  felt  that 
he  belonged  to  Maryland  and  if  he  could  do  so  without  creating  ill- 
feeling  he  would  accept  our  Presidency.  We  should  gratefully  remem- 
ber that  when  he  submitted  the  case  to  the  Society  in  the  District  it 
promptly  recognized  his  feelings,  and  accepted  with  regret  his  resigna- 
tion in  order  that  he  might  become  the  President  of  the  Society  in 
Maryland,  the  State  of  which  he  both  a  native  and  a  citizen.  It  is 
gratifying  to  record  that  when  the  National  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the 
Revolution,  before  our  local  Society  was  formed,  looked  about  for  a 
President  who  would  best  represent  the  spirit  of  the  Society  in  its 
patriotic  and  social  ideals,  and  as  a  type  of  the  spirit  of  1776,  their 
choice  fell  upon  this  Maryland  gentleman,  to  whose  memory  we  now 
pay  the  tribute  of  respect  and  affection. 

In  the  death  of  John  Lee  Carroll  this  Society  and  this  Common- 
wealth have  lost  a  man  who  was  representative  of  the  fine  traditional 
traits  of  a  gentleman  of  the  old  school,  unfailing  in  dignity,  unfailing 
in  courtesy,  unfailing  in  honor.  A  type  which  seems  now  to  be  becom- 
ing more  rare,  but  let  us  trust  that  it  is  not  a  perishing  one.  Let  us 
trust  that  there  are  those  surviving  who  will  keep  the  light  still  burn- 
ing, and  who  will  in  the  race  of  life  pass  the  torch  on  to  their  descend- 
ants and  successors  with  the  injunction  to  keep  its  flame  ever  alight. 

The  funeral  services  of  Governor  Carroll  were  held  in  the  Roman 
Catholic  Cathedral  in  Baltimore  on  Wednesday,  the  first  day  of  March, 
where  a  requiem  mass  was  offered  for  the  repose  of  his  soul.  The 
services  were  largely  attended,  included  among  those  present  being  the 
Governor  of  the  State,  attended  by  his  military  staff,  members  of  this 
Society  and  also  representatives  from  the  General  Society,  Sons  of  the 
Revolution  from  other  States  and  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  interment  was  made  in  Bonnie  Brae  Cemetery. 

COPELAND  MORTON, 

Secretary. 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 

Whereas,  the  hand  of  Divine  Providence  has  removed  from  our 
midst  our  beloved  president,  Hon.  John  Lee  Carroll,  we  are  desirous 
of  testifying  our  sincere  and  affectionate  sympathy  for  the  family  of 
the  deceased;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  tenderly  condole  with  the  family  of  our  de- 
ceased president  in  their  trial  and  affliction  and  devoutly  commend  them 
to  the  keeping  of  Him  who  looks  with  pitying  eye  upon  the  widowed 
and  the  fatherless. 

Resolved,  That  while  we  deeply  sympathize  with  those  who  are 
bound  to  our  departed  friend  by  the  nearest  and  dearest  ties,  we  share 
with  them  the  hope  of  a  reunion  in  the  better  world  where  there  are  no 
partings,  and  where  eternal  bliss  reigns  supreme. 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  transmitted  to  the  family  of 
the  deceased  as  a  token  of  our  respect  and  esteem  for  our  beloved 
president. 

Herbert  B.  Leland, 
Secretary. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

The  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution  in  New 
Jersey,  acting  for  the  State  Society,  makes  note  of  the  loss  which  the 
General  Society  has  sustained  by  the  death  of  its  President-General, 
the  Honorable  John  Lee  Carroll.  Ex-Governor  Carroll  was  the  great- 
grandson  of  Charles  Carroll  of  Carrollton,  and  as  such  had,  not  simply 
the  Revolutionary  ancestry  which  membership  in  this  Society  implies, 
but  a  distinguished  patriotic  pedigree.  In  his  own  person  he  pos- 
sessed intellectual  culture  and  high  breeding,  for  four  years  he  was  the 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  throughout  his  career  he  dealt 
with  all  questions  in  public  and  private  life  alike  with  a  high  and  del- 
icate sense  of  honor.  He  thus  was  distinctly  a  President-General  of 
the  type  the  Society  requires,  and  in  turn  he  gave  honor  to  the  Society. 
It  is  with  an  acute  feeling  of  his  loss  that  as  a  body  it  has  sustained 
we  deplore  the  removal  of  the  President-General  from  the  activities  of 
the  Society. 

William  Libbey, 

Secretary. 
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NEW  YOEK. 

New  York,  February  27,  1911. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Sons  of  the  Eevolu- 
tion  in  the  State  of  New  York,  held  this  day  at  Fraunces  Tavern, 
the  following  minute  proposed  by  President  Wetmore  was  unanimously 
adopted,  ordered  spread  in  full  on  the  minutes  and  a  copy  sent  to 
the  family  of  the  late  Governor  John  Lee  Carroll : 

This  Board  have  learned  with  profound  sorrow  of  the  death,  this 
day  at  Washington,  of  John  Lee  Carroll,  the  General  President  of  the 
Society  lof  the  Sons  of  the  Eevolution. 

A  direct  descendant  of  Charles  Carroll  of  Carrollton,  Governor, 
of  Maryland,  in  the  Centennial  year  of  1876,  and  the  first  General 
President  of  the  Society,  which  office  he  held  for  twenty-one  years. 
Governor  Carroll  was  widely  known  and  regarded  for  his  abilities,  his 
public  spirit  and  his  attractive  personal  qualities.  The  Society  dur- 
ing the  time  that  he  had  been  at  its  head  has  grown  and  prospered. 
He  was  devoted  to  its  interests  and  eloquent  in  its  behalf.  A  worthy 
representative  of  the  men  who  stood  in  the  forefront  in  civil  affairs 
during  the  era  of  the  Eevolution:  he  inherited  their  patriotism,  and 
their  earnestness  and  zeal,  set  off  with  the  gracious  manners  of  the 
generation  to  which  they  belonged. 

The  loss  the  whole  Society  has  suffered  in  the  death  of  Governor 
Carroll  is  one  we  all  share  and  keenly  feel,  but  while  we  record  our 
sorrow  for  that  loss  and  the  respect  and  love  we  bore  him,  we  also 
record  our  thankfulness  that  he  died  full  of  years  and  full  of  honors 
after  such  a  life  as  was  befitting  the  head  of  our  Society  and  won  him 
the  lasting  esteem  of  his  fellow  countrymen. 

Edmund  Wetmore, 

President. 

Henry  Eussell  Drowne, 

Secretary. 
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OHIO. 

Whereas,  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Ohio  Society,  Sons  of  the 
Revolution  have  learned  of  the  death,  on  February  27th  of  the  Honor- 
able John  Lee  Carroll,  Ellicott,  Maryland,  General  President  of  the 
Sons  of  the  Revolution ;  and 

Whereas,  Governor  Carroll  has  been  the  General  President  of  this 
Society  for  a  number  of  years  and  has  given  honor  to  this  Society. 

Resolved,  That  the  Ohio  Society  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  through 
its  Board  of  Managers,  views  his  death  with  great  regret  and  sorrow, 
and  that  through  his  death,  the  Society  has  suffered  an  irreparable  loss. 

Be  it  further  resolved,  That  this  resolution  be  spread  upon  the 
minutes,  and  that  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  send  a  copy  of  the  same 
to  the  General  Secretary  of  the  Society,  and  to  the  family  of  Gover- 
nor Carroll. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  resolution  is  a  true  copy  of  a 
resolution  forming  part  of  the  minutes  of  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Managers  of  the  Ohio  Society  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  held  on  Friday 
afternoon,  March  3,  1911. 

[Seal.]  Jackson  Wolcott  Sparrow, 

Secretary. 

Mr.  Herbert  M.  Leland  of  Massachusetts  then  offered  the  fol- 
lowing preamble  and  resolution : 

Whereas,  it  has  pleased  Almighty  God,  in  His  divine  providence, 
to  remove  from  our  midst  since  the  last  Triennial  Meeting,  the  Chaplain 
General  of  our  Society — the  Reverend  Edward  Everett  Hale: 

Therefore  he  it  resolved,  The  Society  feels  it  has  been  bereft  of 
a  man  who  endeared  himself  to  every  true  American  citizen — and  who, 
by  his  gentle  and  loving  character  and  high  thoughts,  made  himself 
honored  by  his  city,  his  State,  and  his  Nation. 

Resolved,  That  to  our  Society  his  loss  is  one  which  is  hard  to 
realize,  and  when  we  cross  the  river,  and  enter  the  gates  eternal  where 
there  is  no  more  sorrow  or  pain,  we  trust  this  true  and  loyal  friend  may 
greet  us  in  the  eternal  home. 

Whereupon  Mr.  William  W.  Ladd  of  New  York  moved  that  said 
preamble  and  resolution  be  entered  at  length  on  the  minutes  of  this 
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meeting;  which  motion  having  been  duly  seconded,  was  unanimously 
adopted. 

The  Secretary  pro  tern,  then  proceeded  to  read  the  minutes  of  the 
last  Triennial  Meeting;  whereupon  he  was  interrupted  by  Mr.  Fred- 
erick T.  Martin  of  West  Virginia  who  moved  that  so  much  be  taken  as 
the  reading  of  the  minutes;  said  motion  having  been  duly  seconded 
was  adopted. 

The  Vice-President  then  appointed  as  a  nominating  committee  the 
following :  Messrs.  Eobert  Olyphant  of  New  York,  William  M.  Hornor 
of  Pennsylvania,  Charles  I.  Thayer  of  Massachusetts,  Jackson  W. 
Sparrow  of  Ohio  and  Major  John  B.  O'Meara  of  Missouri;  whereupon 
said  committee  retired. 

The  report  of  the  General  Secretary  was  received  and  filed.  Said 
report  is  as  follows : 

New  York,  April  18,  1911. 

The  last  regular  report  of  the  General  Secretary  was  submitted 
at  the  Triennial  Meeting  of  the  General  Society,  held  April  28,  1908,  at 
Washington,  D.  C. 

In  the  interval  there  have  been  no  new  State  Societies  formed. 

The  General  Society  has  been  represented  at  various  functions  of 
the  State  Societies  throughout  the  country  since  the  last  meeting,  and 
the  general  interest  in  the  work  of  the  State  Societies  has  considerably 
increased,  as  the  report  of  the  State  Societies  herewith  submitted  will 
show.  There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  membership  of  four  hundred 
and  six. 

The  reports  of  the  activities  of  the  State  Societies  submitted  will 
this  year  be  published  with  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of  this  meet- 
ing. These  reports  will  go  to  show  to  some  extent  how  active  has  been 
the  interest  of  these  Societies  in  carrying  on  and  furthering  the  pur- 
poses for  which  they  were  organized. 

On  the  next  page  you  will  find  the  membership  of  the  State  So- 
cieties. 

James  Mortimer  Montgomery. 
General  Secretary. 
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The  General  Treasurer  then  submitted  his  report,  and  the  same 
having  been  submitted  in  printed  form,  the  reading  thereof  was  dis- 
pensed with;  said  report  was  referred  to  an  auditing  committee  con- 
sisting of  Messrs.  Oliver  B.  Parry  of  Pennsylvania  and  William  P. 
Chamberlain  of  Tennessee.    The  Treasurer's  report  is  as  follows: 

1908.  Dr. 

April  23.     Balance $1,773  61 

Alabama             Dues,                  1909,1910,1911 $29  75 

Connecticut            "                       1909,1910,1911 73  25 

California               "                      1909,  1910,  1911 51  25 

Colorado                 "                       1909,1910,1911 153  50 

Dist.  of  Columbia  "                      1909,  1910,  1911 135  00 

Georgia                   "                      1909,  1910,  1911 113  75 

Indiana  " 

Iowa                        "                       1909,  1910,           33  50 

Illinois                     "                       1909,  1910,  1911 137  25 

Kentucky                "             1908,1909,1910,1911 29  00 

Minnesota  " 

Missouri                  "                       1909,1910,1911 338  50 

Massachusetts       "                       1909,1910,1911 234  25 

Maryland                "                       1909,  1910,  1911 86  00 

Michigan                 "                       1909,1910,1911 16  25 

New  York              "                       1909,  1910,  1911 1,584  75 

New  Jersey            "                       1909,1910,1911 113  25 

New  Hampshire    "                       1909,  1910,           5  00 

North   Carolina     "                      1909,  1910,  1911 41  75 

North   Dakota       "                      1909,1910,1911 19  00 

Ohio                         "                       1909,1910,1911 155  75 

Pennsylvania         "                      1909,1910,1911. 890  50 

South  Carolina     "                      1909,  1910.  1911 60  00 

Tennessee              "                       1909,1910,1911 25  00 

Texas                      "                      1909,  1910,  1911 22  00 

Virginia                  "                      1909,  1910,  1911 62  50 

West  Virginia       "                      1909,1910,1911 89  75 

Washington           "                       1909,  1910,           13  50 

Interest    on    Philadelphia    City    Loan    3V2% 227  50 

Interest  on  deposits        1908,  1909,  1910,  1911 84  61 

Subsc'ns  to  Banquet.        1908   698  00 

William     Hall     Harris,     refunded     for     luncheon     at 

Annapolis  to  friends 12  00 

James  M.  Montgomery,  refunded  to  cover  Mrs.  Mont- 
gomery's hotel   expenses 30  00 

William  Hall  Harris,  Triennial  expenses  refunded....  30  30 

James  M.  Montgomery,  loan  from  Certificate  Fund..  300  00 

James  M.  Montgomery,  personal  loan 500  00 

Pennsylvania     Railroad      Company,     overcharge     by 

Pullman  Company,  refunded 1  00 

Fanshawe,    Cadwalader    &    Co.,    sale    of    1000    Phila. 

City  Loan  95% $956  25 

Commission    2  50  953  75 

Bailey,  Banks   &  Biddle  Company,  30  yards  Insignia 

Ribbon    at    $1.50 45  00 

Henry  Russell  Drowne,  sale  of  portraits  of  Washing- 
ton,   souvenirs   of   Triennial    Meeting   1908 16  00 

$7,412  16 

$9,185  77 
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Cr. 
1908. 

April  23.     Expenses  of  General   Treasurer $100  55 

"  General  Secretary 317  20 

"  "  General  Registrar 172  01 

"  General  Historian 3  50 

11  "  Assistant  General  Secretary 75  78 

"  Triennial  Meeting,  1908 3,383  80 

"  Triennial  Meeting,  1911 319  55 

John  E.  Leaycraft,  subscription  to  Banquet  refunded.        80  00 
William  Hall  Harris,  cost  of  transferring  books,  etc., 

to   present   Assistant  General    Secretary 11  06 

James  M.  Montgomery,  return  of  personal  loan  $500  00 

Interest  at  5% 8  76      508  76 

Edward  Carroll,  Jr.,  Company,  publication  of  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  General  Society 604  52 

J.  E.  Blaine,  Chairman,  Committee  on  Publication 
of   the   Revolutionary  Archives,    printing,   postage, 

etc 30  20 

Holdridge  O.  Collins,  Vice  Chairman,  Committee  on 
Publication  of  the  Revolutionary  Archives,  type- 
writing,  postage,    etc 12  19 

James  M.  Montgomery,  return  of  loan  from  Certificate 

Fund   $300  00 

Interest  at   2% 12  52     312  52  $5,859  64 

1911 
April  14.    Cash   Balance    3,326  13 


General  Fund 


$9,185  77 

RECAPITULATION 


Balance    April    23rd,    1908 $1,113  61 

Receipts 7,307  16 

$8,420  77 

Expenditures 5,859  64 

General  Fund— Balance    $2,561  13 

Certificate  Fund,  Philadelphia  City  Loan ($1000). 

Balance   April   23rd,   1908 $660  00 

Interest    105  00 

Certificate  Fund  Balance  765  00 

1911.  

April  14.    Cash  Balance  $3,326  13 


INVESTMENT. 
$2000  Phila.  City  Loan  3^'s  at  102%  now  quoted  at  95. 


RICHARD  M.  CADWALADER, 

General  Treasurer. 
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The  General  Secretary's  Report,  Certificate  Fund,  was  then  sub- 
mitted and  referred  to  an  auditing  committee  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Henry  Russell  Drowne  of  New  York,  J.  Madison  Taylor  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  R.  Henry  W.  Dwight  of  Massachusetts.  Said  report  is  as 
follows : 

Office  of  General  Secretary, 
102  Front  Street,  New  York. 

April  19,  1911. 

In  connection  with  the  General  Secretary  Report,  I  herewith  beg 
to  render  statement  for  the  Certificate  Account,  showing  a  balance  of 
$2,648.87,  of  which  amount  $1,765.00  is  in  the  hands  of  the  General 
Treasurer  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  the  balance,  $883.87,  being  on  deposit  in 
the  Title  Guarantee  &  Trust  Co.  of  New  York. 

General  Secretary's  Report,  Certificate  Fund,  for  the  Triennial 
Meeting  of  the  General  Society  Sons  of  the  Revolution  from  April 
29,  1908,  to  April  19,  1911 : 

April  29,  1908    Balance  in  Bank  $585.07      $585.07 

RECEIPTS. 
June  17,  1910    Loan  to  Treasurer,  $300.00,  May  13, 

1908,  returned  with  interest  312.52 

Jan.  18,  1911    Ames  &  Rollinson,  14  yds.  ribbon  at 

$1.50  per  yd.  21.00 

Jan.  30,  1910    Interest  on  Deposits  .82 

Jan.  25,  1911  "       "  "  6.96 

March  14,  1910     Cash  for  Souvenirs  2.00 

Total  Receipts  for  Certificates  from  April  29,  1908  to 

Apr.  19,  1911  540.50        883.80 


$1,468.87 
DISBURSEMENTS. 
Total  from  April  29,  1908  to  Apr,  19.  1911  585.00 

Balance  in  Title  Guar.  &  Trust  Co.,  N.  Y.  April  19, 

1911  $883.87 
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Itemized  Disbursements  from  Apr.  29,  1908  to  Apr.  19,  1911. 

May  11,  1908  Ames  &  Eollinson,  Engrossing  two  invitations      $1.00 

May  13,  1908,  Loan  to  General  Treasurer  300.00 

May  22,  1908,  Ames  &  Eollinson,  Engrossing  Certificates  1.50 

May     5,  1909,  Ames  &  Eollinson,  Engrossing,  rilling,  boxing, 

etc.,  50  Certificates  75.00 

May  26,  1909  Ames  &  Eollinson  for  100  Certificates  110.00 

June     3,  1910,  Ames  &  Eollinson,  35  Certificates  of  Member- 
ship 49.50 

April  12,  1911,  Ames  &  Eollinson,  32  Certificates,  boxing,  etc.       48.00 

Total  $585.00 

Amount  in  tbe  bands  of  tbe  General  Treasurer  $1,765.00 

Balance  in  tbe  Title  Guarantee  &  Trust  Co.,  N.  Y.  $883.87 

Total  balance  to  tbe  credit  of  tbe  Certificate  Fund  $2,648.87 

Tbe  report  of  tbe  General  Eegistrar  was  then  received,  filed  and 
ordered  to  be  printed  in  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting.  Said  report 
is  as  follows : 

EEPOET  OF  GENEEAL  EEGXSTEAE, 

General  Society,  Sons  of  the  Eevolution. 

April  1, 1911. 

For  the  past  three  years  I  have  endeavored  as  General  Eegistrar 
to  add  to  the  records  of  my  office,  so  far  as  lay  within  my  abilities  and 
with  what  co-operation  I  could  secure  from  the  officers  of  our  State 
Societies,  but  I  regret  that  I  am  obliged  to  admit  that  after  nine  years, 
dating  from  the  time  I  was  first  elected  to  the  office,  I  am  as  yet  far 
from  the  goal  of  my  desires,  in  that  my  records  are  not  complete.  What 
I  hoped  to  report  was,  that  the  duplicate  record  of  ancestral  service  of 
every  member  of  the  Sons  of  the  Eevolution  within  the  borders  of  the 
United  States  is  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  General  Eegistrar,  either  on 
the  usual  form  of  application  or  on  a  card  for  the  Cabinet — such,  how- 
ever, is  not  the  case. 
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The  following  list  of  State  Societies  have  filed  their  duplicates  in 
one  form  or  the  other : 


1.  New  York, 

33  Volumes,  100  to  a  volume. 

2.  Pennsylvania, 

3.  New  Jersey, 

4.  Maryland, 

5.  California, 

20 
1 

2 
1 

i                  a    a    a          a 
i                 ante         a 
i                 tt    a    a         a 

i  and  ]ess  than  100  unbound 

6.  Colorado 

2 

6          100  to  a  volume. 

7.  Iowa, 

2 

t                a    a    a         a 

8.  Connecticut, 

2 

t                 a    a    a         a 

9.  South  Carolina, 

2 

t                 a    a    a         a 

10.  North  Carolina, 

1 

i                  a    a    a          a 

11.  West  Virginia, 

12.  Minnesota, 

1 
1 

i                 a    a    a         a 

t                 a    a    a         a 

13.  Indiana, 

1 

i                 a    a    a         a 

On  Cards. 

1.  Illinois, 

2.  Missouri, 

6.  New  Hampshire, 

7.  North  Dakota, 

Colorado, 

8.  Ohio, 

3.  Tennessee, 

9.  Washington, 

Indiana, 

10.  Massachusetts, 

Maryland, 
4.  Michigan, 

11. 

New  Jersey, 
Ehode  Island, 

5.  District  of  Columbia, 


Iowa. 


This  makes  a  total  of  twenty-four  States  represented  in  my  files. 

The  State  Societies  of  which  I  have  no  records  in  any  form  are  as 
follows : 

Georgia,  Alabama,  Florida,  Kentucky,  Montana,  Texas,  Virginia, 
Arkansas.    A  total  of  eight  States. 

I  have  twice  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  General  Constitu- 
tion does  not  define  the  duties  of  the  General  Registrar,  and  at  tHe 
last  meeting  of  our  General  Society  I  offered  a  motion,  the  purpose  of 
which  was  to  effect  an  amendment  in  the  General  Constitution,  but  I 
evidently  rushed  in  where  others  fear  to  tread,  so  I  adopted  a  simpler 
form  of  accomplishing  my  object  and  sent  out  a  circular  to  the  several 
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States.    I  have  heard  from  two  only,  so  I  do  not  know  if  my  suggestion 
was  adopted.    The  circular  is  as  follows : 

"  Office  of  the  General  Eegistrar,  -f  /tfH  CZtrCk 

"310  Fenway  Studios,  Boston,  Mass.         14Uj_bo9 

"Dear  Sir: 

"The  Constitution  of  the  General  Society  does  not  define  the 
duties  of  the  General  Eegistrar.  To  make  the  necessary  changes  with 
special  reference  to  the  filing  of  duplicate  applications  with  this  office, 
involves  time  and  expense. 

"The  object  sought  can  perhaps  be  obtained  more  readily,  if  that 
portion  of  the  by-laws  of  your  Society  which  relates  to  the  duties  of 
your  Eegistrar  should  contain  a  clause  as  follows : 

"  'The  Eegistrar  shall  send  to  the  General  Eegistrar  of  the  Sons 
of  the  Eevolution  a  duplicate  copy  of  every  application  for  member- 
ship. ' 

"It  will  be  of  great  assistance  to  me  if  this  suggestion  meets  with 
the  approval  of  your  society,  as  the  changes  which  occur  more  or  less 
frequently  in  the  office  of  State  Eegistrar,  naturally  cause  confusion, 
unless  this  obligation  is  definitely  stated. 
"Yours  very  truly, 

1  '  Waltek  Gilman  Page, 
"General  Eegistrar, 
"October,  1910." 

I  have  also  sent  out  another  circular  as  follows : 

' '  Office  of  the  General  Eegistrar, 
"310  Fenway  Studios,  Boston,  Mass. 

"Dear  Sir: 

1 '  I  respectfully  desire  to  call  to  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  and 
Eegistrar  of  your  Society,  that  the  most  important  function  connected 
with  this  office  is  the  accepting  and  filing  of  the  duplicates  of  all  ap- 
plications for  membership  which  have  been  accepted  and  the  applicants 
duly  elected. 
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"It  is  of  considerable  importance  to  our  Society  at  large,  that  this 
office  should  be  a  central  Bureau  of  Information  in  regard  to  any  mem- 
ber of  our  several  State  Societies.  Also  in  case  of  accidental  loss  on 
the  part  of  any  Society,  or  for  any  reason  whatever.  These  duplicates, 
which  are  deposited  in  the  vault  of  the  State  Street  Trust  Company, 
will  prove  of  great  value. 

"Most  of  the  Societies  are  using  a  card  index,  having  adopted  this 
system  on  recommendation  of  this  office.  It  is  far  more  convenient  for 
reference,  and  covers  all  essentials.  Cards  are  furnished  from  this 
office  at  an  expense  of  one  dollar  per  hundred. 

'  *  The  General  Registrar  is  very  desirous  of  making  his  office  count 
for  as  much  as  possible  with  the  sole  object  of  advancing  the  interests 
of  our  organization  wherever  it  has  obtained  a  foothold,  and  he  is  very 
grateful  for  the  past  assistance  so  cordially  rendered  by  the  Secretary 
and  Registrar  of  your  Society. 

"Yours  very  respectfully, 

' '  Walter  Gilman  Page, 
"General  Registrar. 
"August,  1910." 

In  addition  I  have  made  numerous  appeals  by  letter  to  the  So- 
cieties not  represented,  in  fact  I  have  done  all  I  possibly  could  to 
make  my  file  complete. 

All  the  volumes  of  duplicate  applications  are  in  stout  wooden  boxes 
ten  or  twelve  volumes  to  a  box,  securely  locked  and  marked  as  the 
property  of  the  General  Society.  These  volumes  with  the  Cabinet 
containing  the  cards  are  deposited  with  the  State  Street  Trust  Com- 
pany. 

So  far  as  possible  I  keep  a  record  of  deaths,  transfers  to  other 
Societies,  and  resignations.  Some  of  the  State  Officers  make  reports, 
while  in  most  cases  the  year  books  give  me  the  desired  information. 

In  conclusion,  this  being  my  last  report  as  General  Registrar,  I 
desire  to  express  my  heartfelt  gratitude  for  the  honor  which  has  been 
conferred  upon  me  at  three  meetings  of  our  General  Society,  and  for 
the  opportunity  which  has  been  given  me  to  be  of  some  service  to  our 
cause;  and  to  all  who  have  so  very  materially  assisted  me  in  my  duties, 
I  tender  my  sincere  appreciation. 

Walter  Gtlman  Page, 
General  Registrar. 
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Captain  W.  Gordon  McCabe,  General  Historian,  then  read     his 
report,  which  was  received  with  applause,  and  is  as  follows : 


REPORT  OF  THE  GENERAL  HISTORIAN 

to  the 

GENERAL  SOCIETY,  SONS  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 

April  9,  1911. 

After  a  survey,  as  full  as  has  been  possible,  of  the  material  con- 
ditions and  of  the  activities,  present  and  prospective,  of  the  various 
State  Societies,  your  historian  is  happily  justified  in  congratulating 
the  General  Society  here  assembled  on  the  solid  well-being  and  steadily 
increasing  prosperity  of  our  patriotic  order.  From  every  State  or- 
ganization that  has  submitted  its  report,  come  words  of  uniform  good 
cheer — from  the  older  and  more  powerful  Societies  gratifying  proof 
of  unabated  enthusiasm,  as  indicated  by  increased  membership  and 
expansion  of  patriotic  activities,  while  in  the  newer  and  feebler  associa- 
tions what  was  a  few  years  back  merely  the  "note  of  a  budding  hope" 
has  been  transmuted  into  the  assured  ring  of  a  confidence  based  on 
actual  and  tangible  achievement. 

At  the  very  outset  of  this  Report,  I  trust  it  may  not  be  deemed 
impertinent  to  respectfully  suggest,  for  the  sake  of  efficient  service  on 
the  part  of  my  successors  in  this  office,  that  this  "Triennial  Meeting" 
shall  formulate  and  pass  a  Resolution  urgently  requesting  (if  it  has 
not  power  to  do  more)  the  Secretaries  or  Historians  of  the  State 
Societies  to  forward  to  the  General  Historian  copies  of  their  official 
reports  at  least  six  weeks  before  the  General  Meeting.  If  this  be 
considered  too  burdensome,  they  might,  at  least  (as  do  several  of  the 
State  Secretaries  at  present)  furnish  him  with  a  synopsis  of  the  more 
important  activities  of  their  respective  Societies,  covering  the  entire 
period  intervening  between  our  Triennial  Meetings.  The  General 
Historian  would  be  thus  enabled  to  present  a  far  more  adequate  and 
satisfactory  statement  of  actual  conditions  existing  in  the  State  Socie- 
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ties,  which  will  not  only  do  full  justice  to  the  more  enterprising  organi- 
zations, but  serve  to  kindle  a  spirit  of  emulation  in  those  that  evidence 
less  energy  in  sustaining  and  broadening  the  scope  of  the  patriotic 
aims  that  alone  constitute  the  chief  warrant  for  our  existence.  The 
Secretaries  of  the  State  Societies  (taking  them  in  order  of  seniority) 
that  have  sent  replies  to  my  communications  are  those  of  New  York, 
Pennsylvania,  District  of  Columbia,  New  Jersey,  Colorado,  Maryland, 
Ohio,  California,  New  Hampshire,  North  Carolina,  Illinois,  Missouri, 
West  Virginia,  Kentucky,  State  of  Washington,  Virginia,  Michigan, 
Ehode  Island,  North  Dakota.  I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to 
thank  them  all  heartily  for  their  prompt  courtesy  and  their  instant 
readiness  to  furnish  any  information  at  their  command.  Nor  do  I 
doubt  that  the  failure  of  other  Secretaries  to  reply,  was  owing  (in 
many  instances,  at  least)  to  the  fact  that  they  had  nothing  of  special 
Interest  to  report  to  the  General  Meeting  and  assumed  that  I  would 
thus  construe  their  silence.  The  old  instructions  given  officers  on  out- 
post duty,  which  we  youngsters  used  to  laugh  at  nearly  fifty  years 
ago,  as  a  veritable  " Irish  Bull,"  may  be  commended  to  them  as  a  safe 
maxim — "Even  if  you  have  nothing  to  report,  report  it." 

May  I  venture  to  add,  in  a  proper  and  chastened  spirit,  that  it 
would  conduce  greatly  to  insuring  promptness  and  certainty  in  the 
correspondence  of  this  office,  if  the  precise  address  of  all  officers, 
both  of  the  General  and  State  Societies,  were  printed  in  the  ' '  Triennial 
Proceedings."  Without  such  precise  address,  the  General  Historian 
is  often  at  a  loss  where  to  send  communications.  Some  of  these  ad- 
dresses, it  is  true,  may  be  found  in  that  "fountain  of  learning,"  en- 
titled "Who's  Who,"  but  as  vestal  virgin  modesty  is  a  salient  charac- 
teristic of  all  true  "Sons  of  the  Eevolution,"  many  of  these  officials 
no  doubt  shrink  from  any  mention  in  those  "inspired"  pages. 

All  the  Societies  (with  one  exception,  and  that  exception  showing 
an  infinitesimal  loss  owing  to  an  unusual  death  rate)  report  an  in- 
creased membership  over  that  recorded  at  the  last  General  Meeting, 
and  there  seems  small  doubt  that,  if  the  charter  Societies  in  the  more 
populous  States  were  to  follow  the  example  of  the  New  York  and 
Missouri  Societies  and  established  auxiliary  chapters  in  the  various 
cities  and  large  towns  within  their  respective  commonwealths,  a  much 
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larger  membership,  and  that  of  the  best  material,  would  be  thus 
secured.  Considerations  of  distance  and  expense  beyond  question  pre- 
vent many  most  desirable  descendants  of  Revolutionary  sires  from 
seeking  admission  into  our  Society. 

But  even  more  significant  and  more  encouraging  than  the  increase 
in  membership  is  the  keen  enthusiasm  that  animates  not  only  the  older, 
but  the  younger  Societies  throughout  the  land,  as  indicated  by  such 
replies  as  have  come  to  the  specific  inquiries  sent  out  by  your  His- 
torian. This  enthusiasm  has  found  its  inevitable  outlet  in  expansion 
of  activities,  which  have  no  doubt  been  reported  in  detail  to  our  Gen- 
eral Secretary. 

TABLETS,  &c. 

Of  tablets  erected  since  our  last  meeting,  may  be  noted  the  fol- 
lowing : 

The  New  York  Society  has  placed  in  the  vestibule  of  Fraunces 
Tavern,  New  York  City,  a  bronze  tablet  on  which  are  inscribed  the 
names  of  the  Committee  charged  with  the  restoration  of  that  historic 
building;  another  has  been  placed  in  the  beautiful  "Long  Room"  to 
commemorate  the  names  of  the  Incorporators  of  the  Society  in  1884; 
while  still  a  third  (also  in  the  "Long  Eoom,,)  has  been  dedicated  to 
perpetuate  the  splendid  services  of  John  Austin  Stevens,  Founder  of 
the  "Sons  of  the  Revolution"  and  first  President  of  the  present  or- 
ganization. 

In  addition  to  these,  the  "Philip  Livingston  Chapter"  of  Albany 
has  erected  a  suitable  tablet  to  mark  the  site  of  the  Revolutionary 
fort  at  Cherry  Valley,  New  York. 

The  "Fort  Schuyler  Chapter"  of  Utica,  on  Columbus  Day,  Oc- 
tober 12th,  1910,  unveiled  a  granite  boulder  with  bronze  tablet  to 
designate  the  site  of  old  Fort  Schuyler. 

It  is,  perhaps,  not  inappropriate  to  note  just  here  that  the  "Will- 
iam Floyd  Chapter"  of  Troy,  has  effectively  restored  the  old  burial 
plot  of  the  Van  Schaick  family  in  which  lie  the  remains  of  Col.  John 
Gerritse  Van  Schaick,  and  that  this  historic  spot  has  been  deeded  to 
the  Chapter. 
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The  New  Jersey  Society  has  placed  four  bronze  tablets  upon  the 
State  monument  at  Fort  Mercer,  each  of  them  appropriately  inscribed. 
I  regret  to  learn  that  one  of  these  tablets  has  been  removed  by  the 
Freeholders  of  Gloucester  County  because  it  replaced  a  smaller  one 
placed  upon  the  monument  by  the  Committee  which  supervised  its 
erection,  this  smaller  tablet  commemorating  the  names  of  sundry  local 
celebrities  distinguished  rather  for  political  astuteness  than  for  de- 
votion to  Eevolutionary  ideals. 

This  Society  has  also  placed  a  bronze  tablet  on  a  granite  monu- 
ment erected  at  Water  Witch  Station,  Monmouth  County,  to  mark  the 
spot  where  Captain  Joshua  Huddy  was  hanged  by  the  Tories  in  1782. 

The  Ohio  Society  has  erected,  in  the  "Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Me- 
morial Building"  in  Cincinnati,  a  magnificent  bronze  tablet  of  great 
size  to  the  memory  of  the  Eevolutionary  soldiers  and  sailors  who  lie 
buried  in  Hamilton  County.  Through  the  patriotic  energy  of  the 
Society  nearly  200  old  Eevolutionary  graveyards  throughout  the  State 
— some  of  them  long  forgotten — have  been  located  and  restored  with 
pious  care,  while  more  than  three  hundred  patriot  graves  have  been 
identified  in  Hamilton  County  alone. 

The  New  Hampshire  Society  in  October,  1910,  presented  to  the 
"Whipple  Grammar  School"  at  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  a  bronze 
tablet  commemorating  the  distinguished  services  of  Brigadier- General 
William  Whipple,  member  of  the  Continental  Congress  and  signer  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  who,  commanding  a  brigade  of  New 
Hampshire  troops  in  the  campaign  of  1777,  was  one  of  the  officers  ap- 
pointed to  negotiate  the  terms  for  Burgoyne's  surrender  at  Saratoga. 

The  Illinois  Society  has  erected  a  tablet  to  the  memory  of  James 
Lemon,  one  of  tbe  early  Illinois  pioneers  and  a  veteran  of  the  Eevo- 
lution. 

The  St.  Joseph  Chapter  of  the  Missouri  Society  has  presented  to 
the  "Washington  Public  School"  of  St.  Joseph,  a  replica  of  Houdon's 
statute  of  Washington,  the  original  of  which,  held  to  be  the  most  life- 
like "counterfeit  presentment"  of  the  "Pater  patrice"  in  existence, 
constitutes  the  chief  treasure  of  the  Capitol  at  Eichmond,  Virginia. 


MEETING  OF  GENERAL  SOCIETY  41 

The  Colorado  Society  has  placed  in  the  vestibule  of  the  Library 
Building  of  the  State  University  at  Boulder  a  bronze  tablet  on  which 
is  inscribed  Lincoln's  ' '  Gettysburg  Address. ' '  Mention  may  be  appro- 
priately made  under  this  head  of  the  presentation  since  our  last  meet- 
ing by  the  North  Carolina  Society  to  the  State  of  three  superb  oil 
paintings  of  the  following  early  Governors  of  that  Commonwealth — 
Alexander  Martin,  Abner  Nash  and  William  Richardson  Davis.  Up 
to  this  time  this  Society  has  presented  to  the  State  oil  portraits  of 
two  North  Carolinians,  who  were  Justices  of  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court,  and  of  four  Governors,  all  of  whom  were  Revolu- 
tionary patriots,  and  has  furthermore  signified  its  intention  of  con- 
tinuing the  good  work,  so  auspiciously  begun,  until  there  shall  hang 
upon  the  walls  of  the  State  House  in  Raleigh  portraits  of  all  the 
Governors  of  that  ancient  Commonwealth.  Through  the  munificence 
of  the  Hon.  McDougal  Hawkes  the  New  York  Society  has  been  en- 
abled to  add  to  other  patriotic  adornments  of  its  "Long  Room"  a 
fine  portrait  of  Major  General  Alexander  McDougall,  who  proved  him- 
self a  resolute  and  skilful  soldier  at  White  Marsh,  Germantown,  and 
on  other  hard-fought  fields,  and  who  eventually  became  the  first  Presi- 
dent of  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati  in  the  State  of  New  York. 


VARIOUS  ACTIVITIES. 

Only  a  few  instances  of  the  expansion  of  activities,  alluded  to 
above,  can  be  touched  upon  in  this  report,  and  those  such  as  have 
come  directly  to  my  official  knowledge. 

The  Ohio  Society  has  supported  and  carried  on  successfully  an 
association  composed  of  youths  from  15  to  20  years  of  age,  mostly 
of  foreign  birth,  in  which  these  boys  and  young  men  are  instructed  in 
a  proper  reverence  for  the  flag  and  taught  to  become  good  American 
citizens  in  many  directions.  The  essays  prepared  by  these  boys  at 
night  after  their  day's  work  and  read  at  the  meetings  of  the  Society 
are  said  to  be  of  notable  excellence. 

The  Ohio  Society  also  supports  in  whole  or  in  part  a  number  of 
children  at  Berea   College,   Kentucky,  descendants  of  Revolutionary 
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soldiers,  who  without  the  help  of  this  benefaction  would  be  denied  a 
liberal  education. 

The  members  of  the  Michigan  Society,  having  no  Revolutionary 
battle-field  to  mark  within  their  borders,  have  turned  their  attention 
chiefly  to  the  elucidation  of  their  own  pioneer  history  and  to  marking 
the  spots  made  famous  by  the  suffering  and  achievements  of  the  yet 
earlier  explorers  of  the  great  Northwest.  At  each  of  its  monthly 
meetings,  a  paper  dealing  with  some  Eevolutionary  or  pioneer  sub- 
ject prepared  by  one  of  the  members,  is  read  before  the  Society  and 
this  is  followed  by  discussion. 

The  Illinois  Society  has  also  historical  papers  and  lectures  by 
eminent  historical  scholars  as  a  prominent  feature  of  its  monthly 
meetings,  is  enterprising  enough  to  issue  a  monthly  bulletin  and  has 
interested  itself  actively  in  furthering  the  work  of  several  benevolent 
associations  in  Chicago. 

Outside  of  erecting  tablets  to  commemorate  historic  sites  the 
New  Jersey  Society  has  continued  to  give  material  aid  in  support  of 
the  *■" Revolutionary  Memorial  Society"  of  Somerville  and  of  the 
" Washington  Headquarters  Association' '  of  Rocky  Hill. 

Nearly  all  the  Societies  report  continued  and  enthusiastic  observ- 
ance of  Revolutionary  anniversaries,  that  of  Washington's  Birthday 
being  apparently  universal.  Not  a  few  of  them  also  report  gifts  of 
flags  to  schools  and  public  institutions,  and  instruction  in  what  is  called 
"flag  ritual." 

The  plan  of  offering  prizes  for  the  best  essay  on  Revolutionary 
topics  to  pupils  of  the  Public  Schools  (a  plan  which  we  owe  to  the 
initiative  of  the  Colorado  Society)  has  everywhere  proved  an  im- 
mense success,  and  has  stimulated  the  keenest  interest  on  the  part  of 
the  rising  generation  in  the  conduct  not  only  of  military,  but  of  civil, 
affairs  of  the  Revolutionary  era,  and  in  tracing  the  careers  of  the  great 
actors  in  that  momentous  struggle.  So  keen  is  the  competition  in  the 
Missouri  High  School  for  these  prizes  that,  according  to  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Missouri  Society,  in  one  school  alone  last  year 
350  essays  were  handed  in.    The  successful  competitors  are  each  year 
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invited  to  the  annual  banquet  as  guests  of  the  Society,  and  there  the 
medals  are  presented  to  them.  Several  of  the  Societies  publish  regu- 
larly a  list  of  the  subjects  that  were  submitted,  the  character  of  the 
prizes  and  the  names,  not  only  of  the  successful  competitors,  but  of 
those  whose  essays  have  entitled  them  to  "honorable  mention."  The 
New  York  Society  goes  a  step  further  and  prints  the  prize  essay  in 
its  yearly  "Proceedings." 

There  can  be  small  doubt  that,  if  the  signal  distinction  accorded 
the  prize  winners  by  the  Missouri  and  New  York  Societies  were  gen- 
erally followed,  a  still  keener  stimulus  will  be  given  our  boys  and  girls 
to  read  widely  and  study  with  minute  precision  our  Revolutionary 
history,  both  civil  and  military. 


PUBLICATION  OF  REVOLUTIONARY  ARCHIVES. 

As  will  be  remembered,  my  accomplished  predecessor  in  this  office, 
General  Collins  of  California,  dwelt  at  great  length  in  his  reports  sub- 
mitted to  the  triennial  meetings  of  1905  and  1908,  on  the  importance 
of  securing  at  the  hands  of  Congress  the  proper  legislation  for  collect- 
ing, arranging,  editing  and  publishing  the  Revolutionary  archives  now 
lodged  in  the  various  departments  of  the  Government.  Chiefly  for 
continuity  in  the  "Reports  of  the  General  Historian,"  I  had  proposed 
to  include  in  this  report  a  succinct  resume  of  the  whole  undertaking 
from  its  inception  (which  we  owe,  unless  I  am  mistaken,  to  the* 
patriotic  zeal  of  my  predecessor)  down  to  the  present  status  of  affairs. 
The  resume  I  had  prepared  with  such  precise  care  as  was  allowed  me 
outlining  the  successive  efforts  that  had  been  made  in  this  direction, 
as  it  seemed  doubtful  whether  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  now 
having  the  matter  in  charge,  Mr.  J.  E.  Blaine  of  Ohio,  would,  owing 
to  continued  ill  health,  be  enabled  to  submit  a  report.  But  on  being 
recently  informed  that  the  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Committee,  General 
Collins  of  California,  had  consented  to  prepare  and  submit  to  the 
meeting  a  full  and  elaborate  report  on  the  subject,  I  have  deemed  it 
only  becoming  to  omit  this  resume  and  to  invite  instead  frie  careful 
attention  not  only  of  the  delegates  here  present,  but  of  all  our  State 
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Societies,  to  the  more  adequate  report  which  will  be  offered  by  rny 
distinguished  colleague. 

I  shall  content  myself,  therefore,  with  the  simple  statement  that 
the  Committee  has  worked  steadily  and  strenuously  during  the  past 
three  years  (which  no  doubt  seems  a  long  time  to  those  who  do  not 
fully  realize  the  difficulties  of  "the  law's  delay"),  and  that  it  has 
been  through  no  fault  of  theirs  that  the  desired  legislation  has  not 
been  enacted. 

I  may  be  pardoned,  however,  for  recording  as  General  Historian, 
and  not  as  a  member  of  that  Committee,  the  fact,  full  of  significance 
as  to  the  efficiency  of  the  Chairman,  that  the  tentative  bill  drawn  by 
Mr.  Blaine  and  submitted  by  him  to  Representative  Olcott  of  New 
York  and  to  Senator  Flint  of  California,  as  a  basis  for  the  formal  bill 
to  be  introduced,  was  promptly  accepted  in  its  entirety  by  these  dis- 
tinguished gentlemen  (both  ardent  "Sons  of  the  Revolution" )  and 
was  so  presented  both  in  the  House  and  in  the  Senate. 

To  use  the  fine  old  Roman  phrase,  Mr.  Blaine,  indeed,  "deserves 
well  of  the  State"  for  the  zeal,  intelligence  and  tireless  industry,  which 
have  characterized  his  direction  of  the  persistent  efforts  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Again,  simply  as  your  Historian,  I  may  be  allowed  to  add  that  the 
Committee  was  greatly  handicapped  by  the  failure  on  the  part  of  a 
goodly  number  of  State  Societies  to  formally  adopt  the  "Memorial 
to  Congress"  sent  out  by  the  Committee,  and  also  by  the  delay  in 
some  cases,  even  after  the  formal  adoption,  to  forward  certified  copies 
of  their  official  action  to  their  Representatives  in  Congress  and  to  send 
duplicates  to  the  Committee. 

This  failure  was  not,  of  course,  due  to  any  opposition  to  the  pro- 
posed legislation,  but  it  delayed  the  introduction  of  the  bills  until 
1910,  and  but  for  this  delay,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  believe  that  our 
patriotic  efforts  would  have  been  crowned  with  success. 
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MONUMENT  TO  FRENCH  SOLDIERS  AND  SAILORS. 

Another  matter  of  importance  taken  up  at  our  last  meeting  was 
the  erection  of  a  monument  at  Annapolis,  Maryland,  to  commemorate 
the  constancy  and  valor  of  the  French  soldiers  and  sailors,  who  follow- 
ing with  splendid  daring,  on  land  and  sea,  the  "golden  lilies"  of 
Rochambeau  and  De  Grasse,  yielded  up  their  lives  in  the  cause  of  civil 
and  religious  freedom. 

As  the  delegates  here  present  saw  on  yesterday  the  monument  it- 
self, there  is  no  need  for  me  to  dwell  upon  the  exquisite  skill  with  which 
the  sculptor  has  worked  out  his  noble  motif,  to  the  end  that  the  stately 
memorial  shall  tell  to  future  ages  the  abiding  gratitude  of  the  Great 
Republic  to  these  heroic  allies,  who,  with  their  brave  young  blood,  wrote 
the  name  of  the  new  nation  in  the  very  l '  Rubric  of  Freedom. ' ' 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  charged  with  the  erection  of  this 
monument  was  Mr.  Talbot  Olyphant  of  New  York,  and  as  an  humble 
member  of  it,  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  what  Mr.  Olyphant  himself 
would  be  the  last  to  record  in  his  report,  that  it  is  entirely  due  to  his 
energetic  direction,  ably  seconded  by  the  unflagging  efforts  of  the  Sec- 
retary, Mr.  J.  Appleton  Wilson  of  Baltimore,  that  we  owe  the  success 
of  the  undertaking.  Twenty-three  State  Societies  contributed  to  the 
monument  fund,  and  it  is  pleasant  to  note  that  in  these  twenty-three 
are  included  those  of  all  the  "original  thirteen"  states. 


PUBLICATIONS. 

As  regards  the  publications  of  the  State  Societies — "Year  Books" 
and  the  like — they  continue,  so  far  as  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
judging  to  be  of  a  very  high  order,  whether  one  regard  the  beauty  of 
the  printer's  art  or  the  permanent  value  of  the  contents.  The  Year- 
Book  of  the  New  York  Society,  issued  in  1909,  with  its  beautiful  illus- 
trations, some  in  color  and  all  of  them  exquisite  in  execution,  must 
delight  the  eye  of  every  true  bibliophile  quite  apart  from  the  solid 
value  to  the  historian  and  antiquarian  of  its  carefully  prepared  "Roll 
of  Ancestors  with  Records  of  their  Services." 
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The  Pennsylvania  Society  too  still  maintains  its  almost  ideal  per- 
fection of  typographical  presention  in  its  "Proceedings"  and  "occas- 
ional" publications,  while  the  Year-Books  or  Eegisters  of  some  several 
other  Societies  (notably  that  of  Missouri  for  1907-1909,  compiled  by 
our  accomplished  Assistant  General  Treasurer,  Mr.  Henry  Cadle)  bid 
fair  to  make  these  older  Societies  look  sharply  to  their  bibliographic 
laurels. 

I  am  pleased  to  announce  that  the  Virginia  Society  has  nearly 
ready  for  publication  a  Register  of  its  members,  past  and  present,  com- 
piled and  edited  by  Mr.  William  Clayton  Torrance,  Eegistrar  of  the 
Society,  a  trained  bibliographer  and  genealogist,  who  has  worked  at 
the  task  (a  veritable  " labor  of  love")  for  nearly  two  years,  embodying 
in  this  Register  the  results  of  his  first-hand  study,  not  only  of  rare 
printed  records,  but  of  the  MSS.  treasures  of  the  "Virginia  State 
Archives. ' ' 

As  Virginia  bore  such  a  commanding  part  in  the  Revolution,  fur- 
nishing (it  has  been  confidently  averred  by  specialistic  students  of 
history)  more  troops  to  the  Continental  armies  than  any  one  of  her 
sister  colonies,  and  as  the  descendants  of  these  Revolutionary  sires 
are  to  be  found  in  well-nigh  every  State  in  the  Union,  this  work  of  Mr. 
Torrance  must  prove  of  keen  interest  not  only  to  these  descendants 
themselves  but  to  students  of  American  history  generally,  and  will 
not  improbably  serve  to  increase  our  membership  in  no  mean  measure. 

The  North  Carolina  Society  gives  us  all  a  hint  worth  our  consider- 
ation in  publishing  a  leaflet  of  a  few  pages  containing  exact  citations 
(page  and  volume)  to  the  large  mass  of  documents  printed  by  that 
State  that  deal  with  Revolutionary  matters — service  in  the  Continental 
Line  or  Militia,  Pension  rolls,  services  of  a  civil  character.  This  leaf- 
let is  designed  by  the  Society  "to  aid  all  who  have  occasion  to  search 
for  records  of  the  services  of  Revolutionary  ancestors  in  North  Caro- 
lina." 

NECROLOGY. 

As  the  years  pass,  many  of  us  older  members,  especially  those  of 
us  who  have  been  soldiers,  realize  more  and  more  fully  the  aptness  of 
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Shakespeare's  figure — "This  fell  sergeant,  Death,  is  strict  in  his  ar- 
rest,'' and  in  sober  truth  our  necrology  for  the  past  three  years  has 
been  appalling,  not  only  in  the  State  Societies,  but  in  the  General 
Society  as  well. 

Conspicuous  in  the  dead  roll  are  the  names  of  our  honored  Founder, 
John  Austin  Stevens,  of  our  dearly  loved  General  President,  John  Lee 
Carroll,  and  of  our  revered  General  Chaplain,  Edward  Everett  Hale. 

All  three  of  these  had  passed  the  age  of  fourscore,  and  after  long 
and  distinguished  careers  finally  fell  on  sleep,  surrounded  to  the  very 
end  by  "that  which  shall  accompany  old  age,  as  honor,  love,  obedience, 
troops  of  friends." 

Happily  to  more  practiced  hands  than  mine  has  been  confided  the 
pious  task  of  portraying  in  fitting  fashion  the  character  and  busy 
career  of  our  Founder  and  of  the  more  intimate  life  and  public  ser- 
vices of  our  General  President.  Yet  even  thus  it  is  only  seemly  that 
some  expression  of  poignant  sorrow  at  our  loss,  though  it  be  but  a 
passing  word,  shall  find  place  in  this  report. 

Publicist,  financier,  antiquarian,  historian,  Mr.  Stevens  won  no 
mean  distinction  in  many  fields,  but  his  varied  successes,  whether  as 
master  of  practical  economics  or  as  an  accomplished  man  of  letters, 
sink  into  comparative  insignificance  beside  the  one  supreme  achieve- 
ment of  his  long  and  honorable  career — the  founding  of  this  great 
patriotic  order. 

Such  we  may  be  sure,  was  the  verdict  of  his  own  clear  discern- 
ment, and  such  his  own  great  heart  would  have  had  it  to  be. 

Fortunate  beyond  all  save  these  favored  few,  it  was  given  to  him 
in  his  lifetime  to  see  the  full  fruition  of  his  noble  conception,  and  one 
can  scarce  doubt,  that  as  the  sands  of  life  were  gradually  slipping 
away,  the  sure  consciousness  was  his,  however  modest  his  nature,  that 
the  proud  Horatian  motto  of  his  loved  New  York  Society  might,  in 
soberest  truth,  be  taken  as  his  own — that  in  this  Society  he  had  reared 
a  monument  more  lasting  than  any  fashioned  of  bronze  and  that,  by 
it,  and  through  it,  his  name  would  be  forever  associated  with  those  of 
the  highest  and  purest  patriots  of  the  early  days  of  the  Eepublic. 
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John  Lee  Carroll,  our  loved  and  honored  General  President,  was 
of  the  same  type  of  antique  patriotism,  and  in  the  long  years  of  un- 
stinted service  given  us,  proved  himself  worthy  in  fullest  measure  to 
guide  the  destinies  of  the  organization  founded  by  Stevens. 

As  the  mournful  privilege  is  not  mine  to  sketch  his  career  even  in 
outline,  it  must  suffice  to  say  in  simplest  fashion  that  he  came  of  an 
historic  race  and  that  in  every  relation  of  life,  public  and  private,  as 
husband  and  father,  and  statesman,  he  ever  bore  himself  as  worthy 
of  the  noble  stock  from  which  he  sprung.  Long  shall  we  who  have 
come  here  year  after  year,  to  these  "Triennial  Meetings,"  over  which 
he  presided,  and  with  such  unfailing  courtesy,  miss  him  and  hold  him 
in  our  "heart  of  hearts,"  as  Hamlet  hath  it,  wistfully  remembering  his 
highbred  dignity  so  happily  blended  with 

"That  gentleness 
Which,  when  it  mates  with  manhood,  makes  a  man." 

Surely,  in  contemplating  a  life  informed  by  so  many  gracious,  yet 
virile  virtues,  and  ennobled  by  such  long  and  loyal  service,  ours  is  the 
same  lofty  consolation  that  Milton  puts  into  the  Mouth  of  Menos  as 
he  looks  on  the  dead  Samson : 

"Nothing  is  here  for  tears,  nothing  to  wail 

nothing  but  well  and  fair, 

And  what  may  quiet  us  in  a  death  so  noble." 

Eldest  of  the  three  whom  we  mourn  to-day  was  our  General  Chap- 
lain, Edward  Everett  Hale,  a  man  of  such  diverse  intellectual  in- 
terests and  of  such  manifold  activities,  social  and  political,  that  it  al- 
most seemed  that  he  had  not  only,  like  Lord  Bacon,  "taken  all  humau 
knowledge  for  his  province,"  but  all  human  endeavor  as  well. 

He  came  of  the  best  New  England  stock,  and  the  highest  aims 
and  ideals  of  the  old  New  England  life  were  his  by  inheritance.  But 
as  his  personal  knowledge  of  the  different  sections  of  our  country  was 
wider,  so  was  his  patriotism  broader  than  that  of  his  distinguished  con- 
temporaries  of  the  so-called  "New  England  School,"  while  his  abiding 
spirit  of  altruism  made  him,  in  truth,  a  citizen  of  the  world. 


THE   REVEREND   EDWARD   EVERETT   HALE,    D.    D. 
GENERAL  CHAPLAIN   OF  THE   SONS  OF  THE   REVOLUTION,     1908- 
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Like  Terence  of  old,  nothing  that  touched  his  fellow  man  was  alien 
to  him,  and  there  was  no  humanitarian  scheme,  be  it  lofty  or  lowly, 
from  the  establishment  of  boys'  and  girls'  clubs  of  philanthropic  aim 
to  ' ' International  Arbitration ' '  (in  which  movement  he  was  the  pio- 
neer) that  did  not  command  his  ready  sympathy  and  instant  service. 
Like  more  than  one  of  the  really  great,  endowed  at  once  with  active 
brain  and  exuberant  physical  vitality,  the  dominant  note  of  his  being 
was  an  eternal  boyishness.  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes  said  of  him,  on 
his  seventieth  birthday,  that  he  was  "a  living  dynamo."  This  in 
great  measure  explains  his  " infinite  variety"  that  no  "age"  could 
"wither"  and  is  the  key  to  some  of  the  most  delightful  and  perplexing 
inconsistencies  of  his  high  and  generous'  spirit.  He  was,  even  when  an 
old  man,  quite  "ready  to  command  the  Channel  fleet  at  1i\7e  minutes' 
»  notice"  and  his  amazing  cleverness  and  contagious  enthusiasm  in- 
fused thousands  with  his  own  honest  belief.  He  was  not  so  "finished" 
an  orator  as  was  his  uncle,  Edward  Everett,  but  his  homely,  virile 
utterances  touched  the  hearts  of  men  and  women  in  a  way  that  Ever- 
ett's cold  and  polished  periods  never  did. 

It  was  because  these  men  and  women,  looking  on  his  rugged  face 
transfigured  by  a  sort  of  spiritual  radiance,  were  moved  by  something 
beyond  the  power  of  mere  words — the  throbbing  conviction  that  the 
speaker,  in  spirit  and  in  truth,  like  Abou  Ben  Adhem,  loved  his  fellow 
man. 

As  to  his  place  in  the  domain  of  letters,  this  is  not  the  time  nor 
the  place  to  consider  that  dispassionately.  He  has,  it  seems  to  me,  been 
as  injudiciously  praised  as  he  has  been  unjustly  censured.  But  what 
is  pertinent  to  touch  on  in  this  presence  is  that  from  ardent  youth  to 
enthusiastic  old  age  his  patriotism  burned  with  a  deep  and  steady  glow 
and  is  really  the  informing  spirit  of  the  best  that  he  accomplished 
whether  in  prose  or  verse.  His  "Man  Without  a  Country"  is  unques- 
tionably one  of  the  best  short  stories  in  the  English  tongue,  a  story 
that  in  its  minute  touches  of  convincing  realism  is  not  unworthy  of 
Defoe  at  his  best  and  that  beyond  cavil  gave  a  powerful  impulse  to 
national  feeling  in  the  North  at  a  time  when  such  impulse  was  sadly 
needed. 

So  in  his  verse.  He  was  not  in  any  proper  sense  a  poet,  but,  as 
a  writer  of  patriotic  ballads,  he  more  than  once  touched  even  the 
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coldest  hearts  with  unwonted  fire — notably  in  his  "New  England's 
Chevy  Chase,"  in  which  we  seem  to  hear  above  the  frantic  " rally' '  of 
the  British  drums  the  ringing  rifle  shots  from  wooded  copse  and  granite 
boulders,  mingled  with  the  fierce  cries  of  the  embattled  farmers,  as, 
flushed  with  unexpected  victory,  they  drive  the  panting  grenadiers 
helter  and  skelter  along  the  dusty  Lexington  road  on  that  April  after- 
noon one  hundred  and  thirty-six  years  ago  to-day.  But  whatever  the 
award  of  time  as  to  all  this,  it  is,  after  all,  what  he  did  and  what  he  was, 
in  his  long  unselfish  career  rather  than  what  he  wrote  or  what  he  said, 
that  commands  the  reverence  and  affection  of  his  generation. 

Insensibly,  in  thinking  of  him  as  he  was — his  boyish  enthusiasms, 
his  easy  humor,  his  instant  readiness  to  spend  himself  and  to  be  spent, 
in  every  cause  dedicated  to  the  moral  and  social  advancement  of  his 
fellow  men — insensibly,  I  say,  one  recalls  that  a  famous  Irishman  once 
wrote  in  summing  up  the  career  of  the  great  Lord  Plunkett :  ' i  What  a 
man  says — is  something ;  what  a  man  does — is  more ;  what  a  man  is — 
that  is  best  of  all." 

He  remained  to  the  end  the  most  invincible  of  optimists,  and  his 
strenuousness  of  endeavor  ceased  only  with  dissolution. 

As  Stevens  was  fortunate  in  seeing  the  fruition  of  his  great  pur- 
pose, Hale  was  equally  blest  in  never  having  lost  the  illusions  of  his 
eager  youth,  and  so  at  the  very  last,  when  "the  one  clear  call"  came  to 
him,  cheerily,  and  without  misgiving,  he  gave,  like  Shakespeare's 
Norfolk, 

"His  pure  soul  unto  his  Captain,  Christ, 
Under  Whose  colors  he  had  fought  so  long." 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

(Signed)        W.  Gordon  McCabe. 

Upon  the  conclusion  of  the  reading  of  said  report,  Mr.  Frederick 
S.  Woodruff  of  New  York  moved  that  the  very  interesting  report  of 
Captain  McCabe,  be  accepted,  and  that  the  recommendations  therein 
contained  be  adopted  by  this  convention.  Said  motion  having  been  duly 
seconded  was  unanimously  adopted. 
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Mr.  Samuel  M.  Wilson  of  Kentucky  then  said : 

I  have  always  had  the  feeling,  as  a  member  of  the  Society,  that 
possibly  its  best  work  is  the  collection  and  preservation  of  historic 
records,  both  those  in  connection  with  the  membership  of  the  Society 
and  those  relating  to  Revolutionary  events.  As  I  caught  the  report 
made  by  the  General  Historian,  he  has  suggested  that  some  more 
efficient  means  ought  to  be  devised  for  securing  better  reports  from 
the  State  Secretaries. 

In  connection  with  our  work  in  Kentucky,  we  have  labored  under 
the  handicap  of  a  comparatively  small  membership,  and  I  have  long 
had  a  feeling  that  possibly  it  would  promote  the  growth  both  of  the 
State  and  of  the  General  Society  if  by  some  means  we  could  secure  a 
more  compact  and  united  organization.  I  have  nothing  radical  or 
revolutionary  to  propose,  and  I  am  thoroughly  in  sympathy  with  the 
conservative,  non-political  character  of  this  organization;  but  at  the 
same  time  I  think  that  if  the  Society  could  be  brought  into  close  touch 
by  some  means  that  it  would  promote  its  growth  and  promote  its  use- 
fulness. The  suggestion  I  have  to  make  is  that  there  be  conferred  upon 
the  General  Secretary  or  possibly  the  General  Registrar  of  the  Society 
some  duties  in  the  nature  of  visitorial  duties — using  that  word  for  want 
of  a  better  term — and  that  <the  General  Secretary  or  General  Registrar 
of  this  Society  be  required,  in  the  interval  between  these  Triennial 
Meetings,  to  visit  each  of  the  State  Societies  at  least  once;  in  other 
words,  not  to  depend  simply  and  solely  upon  the  initiative  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  State  societies,  but  to  have  some  general  officer  of  the  Gen- 
eral Society  visit  the  State  societies  and  learn  from  personal  acquaint- 
ance with  the  membership  of  those  societies  just  what  their  condition 
is.  I  might  illustrate  this  point  by  stating  some  facts  respecting  the 
condition  of  our  own  State  society.  I  forbear  to  do  that,  but  I  think 
this  is  an  opportunity  which  ought  to  be  availed  of  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  a  more  compact  and  united  connection  between  the  various 
State  Societies.  If  it  be  desired,  I  can  reduce  the  suggestion  to  writing. 
I  submit  it  informally  and  I  want  to  submit  myself  to  the  pleasure  of 
the  meeting. 

The  Vice-President  :  You  will  submit  it  in  writing,  if  you  please. 
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The  Committee  appointed  to  audit  the  account  of  the  General 
Treasurer  then  reported  as  follows : 

April  19,  1911. 

The  undersigned  committee  appointed  to  audit  the  Triennial  Ac- 
counts of  the  Treasurer  of  this  Society,  beg  leave  to  and  hereby  do  re- 
port that  they  find  after  careful  examination  said  accounts  to  be  cor- 
rect. 

(Signed)      Oliver  Eandolph  Parry, 

William  P.  Chamberlain, 
Auditing  Committee. 

The  Auditing  Committee  further  reported  as  follows: 

In  connection  with  this,  it  is  the  sense  of  this  committee  that  they 
would  like  to  remark  on  the  extreme  care  that  was  taken  with  the  vouch- 
ers and  the  accounts,  making  it  so  easy  to  audit  them,  and  we  wish  to 
compliment  the  Treasurer  on  that. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  iaudit  the  Certificate  Account  then  re- 
ported that  they  had  gone  very  carefully  over  the  account  and  found  the 
items  correct  as  stated. 

Henry  Eussell  Drowne, 
J.  Madison  Taylor, 
E.  Henry  W.  Dwight, 

Committee. 

The  Vice-President:  You  have  'heard  the  reports  of  the  two 
auditing  committees ;  there  being  no  objection  heard  those  two  reports 
will  be  received  and  recorded  in  our  minutes. 

The  Vice-President  then  announced  that  the  reports  of  the  various 
State  Societies  will  be  printed. 
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EEPORTS  OF  STATE  SOCIETIES. 

CALIFOENIA. 

Sir:  As  Secretary  of  the  Society  Sons  of  the  Revolution  in  the 
State  of  California,  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  this  report  of  the 
condition  and  work  of  the  Society  for  the  three  years  since  the  triennial 
meeting  of  the  General  Society  held  April  27,  1908,  to  the  first  of 
April,  1911. 

Membership. 

Membership  April  27,  1908 r .   67 

New  members  admitted 22 

—    89 

Loss  by  death 5 

"      "  dismissal 4 

resignation    2 


a         a 


—      11 

Total  membership  April  1,  1911 78 

The  most  careful  scrutiny  of  eligibility  and  personnel  of  applicants 
is  made  and  only  the  desirable  can  gain  entrance  to  our  membership. 

Perfect  harmony  prevails  and  the  loftiest  and  truest  spirit  of 
patriotism  permeates  and  enthuses  the  membership  whensoever  the 
Society  is  called  together. 

PUBLICATIONS. 

The  Society  has  issued  the  following  publications  in  the  order 
named:  Proceedings  of  the  Annual  Banquet  and  Eeception  to  the 
Officers  of  the  Atlantic  Fleet  on  its  celebrated  trip  around  the  world 
in  1908.  The  Military  Eecord  of  John  Green  Ballance,  Brigadier 
General  TJ.  S.  A.  1910.    Eegister  of  the  Society,  1910. 

These  publications  have  been  distributed  among  the  members,  to 
the  officers  of  the  General  Society,  the  various  State  Societies  and  to 
many  of  the  important  Libraries  of  the  United  States. 


54  MEETING  OF  GENERAL  SOCIETY 

BANQUETS,  LUNCHEONS  AND  ENTERTAINMENTS. 

The  Society,  on  April  21,  1908,  gave  its  Annual  Banquet  com- 
memorative of  its  fifteenth  year  of  existence.  The  California  Society 
of  the  Colonial  Wars,  a  large  portion  of  whose  membership  belong 
to  this  Society,  participated  with  us  upon  this  occasion.  The  guests 
of  the  evening  were  Bear-Admiral  Charles  M.  Thomas  and  officers 
of  the  Atlantic  Fleet,  which  at  that  time  was  anchored  off  our  port. 

An  account  of  this  banquet  and  reception  was  made  a  matter  of 
special  publication,  it  being  the  unanimous  opinion  of  all  that  the 
patriotic  addresses  there  delivered  should  not  be  confined  within  the 
narrow  limits  of  a  banquet  hall. 

The  Society  has  given  a  number  of  luncheons  during  the  past  three 
years,  and  the  interest  of  the  members  in  these  informal  gatherings 
has  been  further  stimulated  by  patriotic  addresses  suitable  to  the  event 
in  history  which  marked  the  day  selected,  which  days  were  always  upon 
the  anniversary  of  a  signal  event  of  the  War  of  the  Eevolution. 

We  have  been  the  recipients  of  the  hospitality  of  the  Eschsoholtzia 
Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  American  Eevolution,  and  it  is  most  gratify- 
ing to  report  that  the  members  of  this  Society  have  shown  their  appre- 
ciation of  these  courtesies  by  attendance  in  large  numbers. 


LEGISLATION. 

At  our  annual  meeting,  held  February  22,  1910,  we  readopted 
the  memorial  to  Congress  originally  formulated  and  promulgated  by 
this  Society  in  1894,  praying  for  such  legislation  as  will  secure  the 
publication  of  the  National  Archives  relating  to  the  War  of  the  Eevolu- 
tion and  copies  of  this  memorial  were  sent  to  each  of  the  Senators  and 
Representatives  from  California  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

On  June  9,  1910,  the  Board  of  Directors  unanimously  adopted  a 
Preamble  and  Eesolution  memorializing  Congress  to  enact  such  a  law 
as  would  insure  the  carrying  out  of  -the  project  of  erecting  a  Memorial 
Bridge  across  the  Delaware  Eiver  from  the  Pennsylvania  to  the  New 
Jersey  shore  at  that  point  where  Washington  crossed  in  one  of  the  most 
strategic  movements  in  the  War  of  the  Eevolution. 
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Tihis  action  was  taken  at  the  request  of  the  New  Jersey  Society 
and  the  Memorial  as  adopted  was  sent  to  Hon.  Frank  0.  Briggs, 
Senator  from  New  Jersey,  who  had  the  matter  in  charge. 

MEMORIAL   SERVICE. 

On  July  24,  1910,  a  Memorial  Service  as  held  at  Christ  Episcopal 
Church  in  the  City  of  Los  Angeles  of  which  Church  the  Reverend  Baker 
Perkins  Lee,  the  Chaplain  of  this  Society,  is  rector.  This  service  was 
commemorative  of  the  lives  of  the  recently  deceased  members  of  this 
Society,  viz : 

Brigadier  General  Edwin  Byron  Atwood,  TJ.  S.  A., 

Brigadier  General  John  Green  Ballance,  U.  S.  A., 

John  Charles  Fremont  Hull, 

Franklin  Walter  Moore,  and 

John  Austin  Stevens,  Founder  of  the  Order. 

A  special  order  of  service  for  this  occasion  was  prepared  and  used. 

IN   MEMORIAM. 

It  is  with  the  profoundest  sorrow  that  I  have  to  report  the  loss 
by  death  of  one  greatly  beloved  and  deeply  mourned,  a  son  of  a  Revo- 
lutionary Soldier,  George  Washington  Peachy,  who  departed  this  life 
on  the  24th  day  of  August,  1910,  aged  81  years  and  3  months. 

As  Mr.  Peachy  has  been  the  subject  of  a  special  publication  by  this 
Society  I  will 

"No  longer  seek  his  merits  to  disclose.' ' 

A  SON  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 

Still  mourning  the  loss  of  one  Son  of  the  Revolution,  George 
Washington  Peachy,  our  Society  was  made  glad  by  receiving  into 
membership  on  January  5,  1911,  another  Son  of  the  Revolution  in  the 
person  of  Mr.  Lewis  Patrick  Phillips,  the  son  of  John  Phillips,  a  soldier 
of  the  Revolution. 

Lewis  Patrick  Phillips  is  80  years  of  age  and  on  January  1,  1911, 
entered  upon  his  fourth  term  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Downey  Town- 
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ship,  Los  Angeles  County,  California,  where  he  resides.  His  eligibility 
was  not  only  complete  in  published  data,  but  is  fortified  by  certified 
copies  of  his  father's  services,  obtained  from  the  Departments  of  State 
and  War  of  the  United  States  Government. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  say  that  the  Society  Sons  of  the  Revo- 
lution in  the  State  of  California,  thousands  of  miles  away  from  any 
of  the  spots  hallowed  and  made  sacred  by  the  blood  of  heroes  and  the 
scenes  of  action  in  the  most  glorious  war  of  the  ages,  is  doing  its 
humble  part  to  maintain  and  perpetuate  the  principles  of  our  Order. 

Cordially  and  faithfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Edwaed  Thomas  Harden, 

Secretary. 

COLORADO. 

The  General  Society,  Sons  of  the  Revolution, 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  19,  1911. 

Greeting  : 

Three  years  ago  the  concluding  paragraph  of  our  report  expressed 
regret  that  we  could  exhibit  no  increase  of  membership  during  the 
three  years  then  ending  and  our  final  sentence  read  "Perhaps  we  can 
make  a  good  report  in  April,  1911."  Whether  or  not  we  do  so  is  for 
you  to  judge.  We  have  received  thirty-eight  new  members,  have  lost 
twenty-two,  and  now  report  Two  Hundred  and  Eight  carried  on  our 
rolls. 

At  the  time  of  your  previous  meeting  we  were  engaged  in  supplying 
a  flag  to  each  schoolroom  in  the  public  schools  of  Denver,  thus  providing 
one  important  requisite  in  connection  with  ;tlhe  flag  ritual  work  included 
in  the  school  curriculum.  That  work  was  completed  some  time  ago  and 
flags  have  also  been  supplied  to  a  very  few  schools  outside  of  the  county 
named.  Funds  have  been  generously  furnished  by  members  of  the 
Society  and  by  public-spirited  citizens  and  very  little  of  the  expense 
has  fallen  directly  upon  our  treasury.  In  many  of  the  schools  quite 
elaborate  and  attractive  flag  drills  are  carried  out  at  times  as  a  supple- 
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ment  to  the  ritual  and  laffording  incentive   and  enthusiasm  to  the 
children  who  engage  in  or  witness  the  exercises. 

The  completion  of  the  Denver  Auditorium  in  1908  afforded  oppor- 
tunity for  the  presentation  of  several  flags  and  the  national  colors 
displayed  from  the  main  flagstaff  were  given  by  the  societies  which 
represent  the  Eevolutionary  War  period.  At  the  suggestion  of  our 
Society  a  general  display  of  flags  and  bunting  was  made  throughout 
the  city  from  July  4th,  1908,  until  the  close  of  the  Democratic  National 
Convention  which  convened  in  the  new  auditorium  immediately  after 
that  date. 

Several  Denver  societies,  most  of  them  patriotic  in  their  nature, 
organized  a  general  committee  to  arrange  for  the  celebration  of  the 
Lincoln  Centennial,  February  12,  1909,  this  Society  contributing  liber- 
ally to  the  expense  of  that  celebration  and  was  actively  represented 
on  several  of  the  sub-committees.  A  military  parade  and  a  program 
meeting  in  the  auditorium  were  the  main  features  of  that  occasion. 

Several  months  later  the  Society  purchased  from  the  Gorham 
Company  a  bronze  tablet  bearing  the  Lincoln  Medallion  and  Gettys- 
burg Address,  expecting  at  that  time  to  place  it  permanently  upon  the 
exterior  walls  of  some  public  building  in  Denver.  It  has  finally  found 
place  in  the  entrance  hallway  of  the  library  of  the  State  University, 
in  Boulder,  the  formal  presentation  and  acceptance  taking  place  on 
Monday,  February  13th,  1911,  in  the  presence  of  a  few  members  of  this 
Society  and  many  of  the  faculty  and  students  of  the  university.  A 
similar  tablet  will  be  placed  by  the  Society  in  the  public  lobby  of  the 
new  post-office  building  in  Denver,  now  in  course  of  construction,  the 
plans  prepared  by  the  architects  including  special  consideration  of  a 
proper  permanent  setting  for  a  tablet  of  that  kind. 

The  celebration  of  "Flag  Day"  has  not  in  recent  years  received 
the  same  attention  as  formerly  from  this  Society  partly  for  the  reason 
that  preparation  for  its  celebration  hasi  involved  much  time  during 
a  month  or  two  preceding  the  14th  of  June  and  members  could  not 
always  afford  the  time  needed,  and  partly  because  the  celebration  has 
become  so  general  that  the  public  participation  is  quite  widespread 
through  the  State  of  Colorado,  regardless  of  the  action,  or  non-action 
of  our  Society.  However,  a  program  celebration  of  "Flag  Day"  has 
not  yet  been  abandoned  as  a  feature  of  our  work  in  this  State. 
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Prize  essay  contests  have  been  continued  but  the  practice  of  giving 
medals  only  has  for  the  past  three  years  given  place  to  the  giving 
of  one  to  three  bronze  medals  accompanied  with  sets  of  books.  Use 
has  been  made  of  the  "American  Statesman"  series;  " American  Men 
of  Letters" — John  Fisk's  historical  works — Woodrow  Wilson's 
"History  of  the  United  States" — Lossing's  "History  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. ' '  Participation  has  this  year  been  limited  to  pupils  of  high  schools 
and  schools  of  equal  grade  which  are  accredited  to  the  higher  institu- 
tions of  learning.  The  first  prize  was  given  in  February  of  this  year 
to  Miss  Becla  Bogue  of  the  high  school  at  Holly,  Colorado,  and  the 
gratification  felt  in  that  community  is  indicated  by  the  action  of  the 
school-board  in  sending  Miss  Bogue  and  her  teacher  to  Denver  that 
they  might  be  present  on  the  occasion  of  the  formal  presentation  of 
prizes,  which  took  place  in  the  First  Baptist  Church,  Sunday  evening, 
February  26th,  1911. 

The  Society  has  contributed  $100  to  the  fund  for  the  monument 
at  Annapolis,  Md.,  to  the  memory  of  French  soldiers  and  sailors  who 
gave  their  lives  to  the  cause  of  the  Colonies  in  the  War  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. 

Favorable  action  has  also  been  taken  in  the  matter  of  the  publi- 
cation of  the  Government  archives  relating  to  that  war,  and  our  repre- 
sentatives at  Washington  have  been  advised  of  our  action  and  have 
expressed  to  us  their  own  interest  in  legislating  to  that  end. 

The  proposal  for  a  Memorial  Park  at  the  point  of  Washington's 
crossing  of  the  Delaware  has  also  been  approved  and  such  action 
requested  of  our  Senators  and  members  of  the  House. 

Our  Society  meetings  on  Washington's  Birthday,  Patriots'  Day 
and  Evacuation  Day  are  enjoyable  occasions  and  often  suggest  the  de- 
sirability of  more  frequent  meetings. 

Respectfully  submitted2 

Colorado  Sons  of  the  Revolution. 

Henry  L.  Aldrich, 

Secretary. 
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GEORGIA. 

The  Georgia  Society  reports  that,  owing  to  a  number  of  deaths, 
the  membership  is  now  slightly  below  the  showing  made  three  years 
ago.  We  have,  however,  in  hand  at  this  date,  applications  for  mem- 
bership which  will,  when  acted  on,  place  ns  in  better  shape  than  ever. 

We  participated  in  the  ceremonies  attending  the  unveiling  of  the 
monument  to  General  Oglethorpe,  November  23,  1910,  and  our  Society 
unveiled  a  bronze  tablet,  marking  the  spot  where  stood  the  Spring 
Hill  Redoubt,  famous  as  the  place  of  greatest  activity  and  importance 
during  the  Siege  of  Savannah,  in  October,  1779.  The  date  of  the 
unveiling  was  February  22,  1911. 

William  Harden, 
Secretary. 
ILLINOIS. 

Since  the  last  triennial  meeting  we  have  held  thirty-one  meetings 
all  of  which  have  been  of  great  interest.  Addresses  by  eminent  scholars 
have  entertained  and  instructed  our  members  on  the  following  sub- 
jects : 

" American  Political  Theories." 
" Americans  in  the  Making." 
1 '  Some  Phases  of  the  American  Revolution. ' ' 
"Through  the  United  States  with  the  Honorary  Commercial  Com- 
missioners from  Japan.' ' 
"United  States  Reclamation  Service.' ' 
'     "The  Yankee  in  the  West." 

"The  Literary  Background  of  the  Revolution." 
"October  in  the  Revolutionary  War." 
"Some  Phases  of  Modern  Botany." 
"The  Revolution  West  of  the  Mountains." 
"Massachusetts  and  the  Pilgrim  Fathers." 

Our  Society  has  also  assisted  in  the  following  patriotic  work: 

In  furnishing  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution  room  in  the  old  Paul 
Revere  home  in  Boston ;  in  building  a  monument  at  Annapolis  to  the 
memory  of  the  French  soldiers  and  sailors  in  the  War  of  the  Revo- 
lution who  gave  their  lives  for  our  country;  in  building  a  monument 
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to  the  memory  of  James  Lemon,  an  Illinois  pioneer  and  revolutionary 
soldier. 

We  have  also  presented  to  twenty-two  settlement  houses  and 
immigrant  rooms  in  Chicago  each  a  fine  steel  engraving  of  George 
Washington,  each  bearing  an  engraved  plate  showing  presentation  by 
the  Society ;  one  beautiful  silk  flag  to  the  Hebrew  Institute  and  one  to 
the  Boys'  Industrial  School  of  350  scholars  at  Glenwood,  Illinois; 
contributed  liberally  to  the  success  of  the  "Sane  Fourth"  in  Chicago; 
joined  the  Playground  Association  of  Chicago;  joined  in  a  memorial  to 
Congress  to  publish  the  correspondence  orders,  muster  rolls  and  public 
documents  relating  to  the  War  of  the  Eevolution;  published  yearly 
hand  books  of  instruction  to  applicants  and  list  of  members  and 
monthly  bulletin. 

Our  greatly  esteemed  President  Francis  Wayland  Shepardson, 
has  been  for  the  last  two  months  lecturing  through  the  Middle  Western 
States  and  had  not  finished  this  course  when  he  was  called  home  by  a 
telegram  and  goes  under  the  auspices  of  the  War  Department  in  con- 
nection with  insular  affairs  to  lecture  in  the  Philippines  before  the 
American  teachers  at  their  summer  assembly.  He  will  deliver  forty 
or  fifty  lectures  in  this  connection. 

Fkederick  Dickinson, 
Secretary. 
IOWA. 

Our  Society  during  the  past  year  has  had  a  growth  of  about 
twenty  up  to  and  including  the  end  of  the  year.  During  the  year 
preceding,  the  growth  was  twelve,  all  of  which,  considering  the  small 
field  that  we  have  to  draw  from,  miakes  us  feel  quite  well  encouraged. 
Our  annual  meeting  for  this  year  will  be  held  in  the  city  of  Muscatine, 
where  our  membership  is  the  largest  in  proportion  to  population  of 
any  place  near  here. 

Frank  H.  Kincaid, 

Secretary. 
KENTUCKY. 

Since  the  last  Triennial  Meeting  of  the  General  Society  the  Ken- 
tucky Society  has  maintained  a  small  but  very  lively  organization. 
We  have  held  our  annual  dinner  each  year  and  have  added  since  April, 
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1908,  about  a  dozen  new  members  to  our  roll.  On  June  17,  1908,  the 
anniversary  of  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  we  entertained  about  thirty 
visitors  from  the  Ohio  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  Eevolution.  Our 
Society  has  concurred  in  the  resolution  on  the  publication  of  Eevolu- 
tionary  archives  which  was  adopted  by  the  General  Society  at  its  Tri- 
ennial Meeting  held  April  28,  1908.  We  have  also  contributed  $25 
toward  the  monument  which  has  been  erected  at  Annapolis  in  honor 
of  the  French  soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  Eevolution  whose  remains  are 
interred  there  and  which  is  to  be  unveiled  and  dedicated  during  the 
sessions  of  the  Triennial  Meeting  to  be  held  in  April  of  this  year. 

For  a  year  or  more  past,  the  writer  has  been  engaged  in  collecting 
materials  for  our  first  year  book,  which  we  hope  to  publish  by  mid- 
summer. It  is  a  somewhat  formidable  undertaking  as  our  membership 
is  'small,  the  total  active  membership  in  good  standing  numbering 
only  about  thirty-five.  Our  total  membership  from  the  founding  of 
the  Society  in  1894  is  only  sixty-four.  It  is  our  hope  and  expectation, 
however,  that  with  the  publication  of  the  year  book  a  wider  and  livelier 
interest  will  be  aroused  in  the  objects  of  our  Society. 

Without  descending  to  matters  of  detail,  I  believe  the  foregoing 
gives  you  a  fairly  accurate  synopsis  of  the  tenor  of  our  existence  for 
the  past  three  years. 

1.  Number  of  members  on  rolls,  Apr.  27, 1908,  from 

beginning 52 

2.  Number  of  members  since  admitted 12 

—  64 

3.  Lost  by  death  prior  to  April  27,  1908 *4 

4.  Lost  by  death  since  April  27,  1908 *2 

5.  Lost  by  resignation,   etc 23 

—  29 

6.  Total  membership,  April  1st,  1911 35 

7.  Number  of  insignia  issued  to  members  to  date     3 

Samuel  M.  Wilson, 
Secretary. 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 


Since  the  last  report  of  the  Secretary  the  Society  has  been  partic- 
ularly active  in  its  work,  and  has  admitted  to  its  rolls  ninety-three  new 
members.  Since  the  last  triennial  meeting  it  has  increased  its  number, 
although  many  deaths  have  occurred  since  ithat  meeting,  this  being 
brought  about  by  the  increasing  age  of  the  members  of  the  Society. 

The  Society  has  been  particularly  active  in  the  work  of  the  City 
of  Boston  and  through  its  efforts  the  old  names  of  the  streets  have 
been  retained  and  the  Old  State  House  with  its  historic  memories 
has  been  restored  to  its  former  Colonial  style.  The  work  of  restoring 
the  Paul  Revere  House  in  Boston  has  been  carried  on  under  the  guid- 
ance of  the  Society,  and  liberal  contributions  have  been  mlade,  and  also 
in  connection  with  the  Royal  House  at  Medford.  Several  tablets  have 
been  erected,  including  a  bronze  one  at  the  Cradle  of  Liberty  or  Faneuil 
Hall.  The  badge  and  rosette  of  the  Society  have  been  registered  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  thereby  protecting  the  symbols  of 
our  organization  from  being  worn  by  those  not  entitled  to  the  distinc- 
tion. The  State  of  Massachusetts  through  the  efforts  of  the  Society 
has  completed  a  seit  of  books  composed  of  seventeen  volumes  of  the 
Massachusetts  Soldiers  and  Sailors  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  showing 
a  complete  record  of  those  who  fought  in  the  war. 

Through  the  efforts  of  the  Society  human  bones  exposed  in  the 
Charlestown  Navy  Yard,  purported  to  be  those  of  American  soldiers 
who  fought  at  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  were  removed  from  the  Navy 
Yard  and  through  the  courtesy  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  were 
turned  over  to  the  Secretary  and  given  proper  Christian  burial  in  the 
Phipps  Street  Burying  Ground,  Charlestown,  Mass. 

Our  Society  has  contributed  to  the  French  monument  fund  at 
Annapolis,  and  also  to  the  Valley  Forge  Memorial. 

The  Society  has  during  the  past  years  purchased  a  stand  of  colors 
of  very  elaborate  design,  consisting  of  the  Society,  State,  and  National 
emblems.  The  same  have  been  examined  by  experts  and  pronounced 
to  be  extremely  fine  specimens  of  handiwork.  Each  flag  is  of  regular 
size  and  of  heavy  lustrous  silk. 

The  Society  has  also  contributed  to  the  Edward  Everett  Hale 
monument  fund. 
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Many  notable  men  have  passed  away  since  the  last  report  of  the 
Secretary,  including  General  William  F.  Draper,  of  Hopedale;  Lieut. 
Col.  Thomas  Talbot,  Commander  of  the  First  Corps  of  Cadets,  and 
Hon.  George  A.  Hibbard,  Mayor  of  Boston. 

The  Society  has  held  yearly  two  smoke  talks  which  have  met  with 
great  success  and  have  been  largely  attended  by  members. 

Herbert  M.  Leland, 
Secretary. 

MICHIGAN. 

Eeporting  on  the  condition  of  our  Michigan  Society.  Of  the  22 
members  of  April  1,  1908,  we  now  have  only  nine.  We  have  lost  4  by 
death,  1  by  transfer  to  the  Iowa  Society,  and  9  discontinued.  But  we 
have  taken  in  16  new  members  during  the  three  years,  of  which  we  have 
lost  but  one,  so  that  our  present  membership  is  now  24.  These  are  all 
active  members  and  we  have  inaugurated  a  campaign  for  new  members 
and  hope  to  reach  the  50  mark  before  long. 

We  have  one  organized  chapter,  the  Holland  Chapter  at  Holland, 
Michigan,  with  a  membership  of  12.  This  chapter  has  held  regular 
monthly  meetings  during  the  year.  We  have  taken  steps  to  establish 
similar  chapters  in  Grand  Eapids  and  Benton  Harbor. 

Our  annual  banquet  is  held  on  the  22nd  of  February,  at  Grand 
Eapids  usually  at  the  Peninsula  Club,  but  this  year  we  were  entertained 
at  the  home  of  our  Vice-President,  Robert  Wilkins  Merrill. 

Our  historian,  John  Walter  Beardslee,  Jr.,  has  made  a  study  of 
the  early  settlements  in  the  Northwest  and  especially  pioneer  history  of 
Michigan,  an.d  it  is  our  intention  as  a  society  to  mark  in  some  suitable 
way  in  a  place  in  Michigan  made  famous  by  the  early  discoverers  and 
pioneers. 

We  are  hampered  by  the  smaliness  of  our  membership,  but  hope  to 
increase  this  largely  in  the  near  future. 

Hoyt  G.  Post, 
Secretary. 
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NEW  JERSEY. 

The  New  Jersey  Society  respectfully  reports  that  the  past  three 
years  have  been  marked  by  its  continued  growth  and  prosperity. 

Since  its  organization  in  1891,  two  hundred  and  forty-eight  mem- 
bers have  been  enrolled.  Of  these  fifty  have  been  lost  through  death 
and  thirty-five  through  resignation  and  other  causes ;  leaving  an  active 
membership  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-three. 

Meetings  of*  the  Society  have  been  held  regularly  and  have  been 
well  attended.  A  pleasant  feature  of  this  period  have  been  the  yearly 
celebrations  of  Washington's  Birthday.  On  these  occasions  we  have 
been  the  hosts  of  the  other  patriotic  societies  of  the  State.  A  religious 
service  has  formed  the  first  part  of  the  programme.  This  was  followed 
by  a  general  meeting  where  the  flags  of  the  several  societies  were  pre- 
sented and  saluted,  and  the  pledge  to  the  flag  repeated  by  all  present. 
A  patriotic  address  was  then  delivered  by  some  invited  guest,  and  we 
have  been  unusually  fortunate  in  these  addresses. 

Through  the  subscriptions  of  members  of  the  Society  we  now 
own  three  handsome  silk  flags:  that  of  the  United  States,  the  flag  of 
the  State  of  New  Jersey,  and  the  flag  of  the  Society.  These  are  used 
on  all  public  occasions,  and  a  flag  ritual  has  been  prepared  and  is 
used. 

The  Society  has  continued  to  help  in  the  support  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary Memorial  Society  of  Somerville  and  the  Washington  Head- 
quarters Association  of  Rocky  Hill,  having  given  $50  a  year  to  each 
Society.  The  Society  has  also  subscribed  $25  to  the  fund  for  the  Revere 
House  in  Boston  and  $75  for  the  Monument  to  the  French  Soldiers  and 
Sailors  to  be  erected  at  Annapolis  this  spring.  It  has  also  subscribed 
$100  towards  the  Princeton  Battle  Monument. 

The  Society  took  up  the  question  of  placing  proper  tablets  upon 
the  State  Monument  at  Fort  Mercer.  It  secured  an  appropriation  of 
$300  from  the  State  and  added  to  the  amount  a  sufficient  sum  ($225) 
from  its  own  treasury  to  place  four  tablets  upon  the  shaft  which  prop- 
erly tell  the  story  of  its  purpose.  This  monument  has  been  desecrated 
by  the  Board  of  Freeholders  of  Gloucester  County  by  the  removal  of 
one  of  these  tablets  because  it  replaced  a  smaller  one  placed  on  it  by 
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the  committee  who  supervised  the  erection  of  the  monument.  This 
tablet  commemorated  a  group  of  obscure  contemporary  politicians,  and 
ignored  the  heroes  of  the  Revolution.  An  action  is  now  pending  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery  to  compel  them  to  replace  our  tablet. 

A  bronze  tablet  has  been  placed  on  a  granite  monument  at  Water 
Witch  station  in  Monmouth  County  to  mark  the  spot  where  Captain 
Joshua  Huddy  was  hung  by  Tories  in  1782. 

In  financial  matters  the  Society  is  prosperous,  having  an  invested 
permanent  fund  of  $2300  and  a  cash  balance  of  over  $800,  with  all  bills 
paid  and  some  dues  and  fees  uncollected. 

The  Society  has  been  striving  to  secure  a  greater  respect  for  the 
flag  in  the  schools  of  the  State,  but  has  not  so  far  succeeded  in  im- 
pressing our  State  School  Board  with  its  necessity. 

The  Annual  Meetings  held  in  May  have  been  very  well  attended, 
and  a  renewed  interest  in  the  objects  of  the  Society  has  been  developed 
which  augurs  well  for  the  future. 

A  William  Libbey, 

Secretary. 
NEW  YORK. 

The  officers  of  our  Society  other  than  the  second  and  third  Vice- 
Presidents,  have  remained  practically  the  same  since  the  report  of 
April  1,  1908,  with  the  exception  that  our  Chaplain,  the  Eev.  Dr.  Mor- 
gan Dix,  died  and  was  succeeded  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  David  H.  Greer,  D.  D. 

The  Society  has  its  home  in  historic  Fraunces  Tavern,  corner 
of  Broad  and  Pearl  Streets.  The  Long  Room  where  Washington  took 
farewell  of  his  officers  in  1783  attracts  many  visitors.  The  ground 
floor  of  the  building  is  still  used,  as  of  old,  as  a  tavern  and  restaurant. 
Our  museum  on  the  third  floor  has  received  many  noteworthy  additions, 
and  now  contains  a  very  interesting  collection  of  relics  and  souvenirs  of 
Revolutionary  times.  This  has  been  largely  derived  from  donations 
from  our  members  augmented  by  many  valuable  articles  that  have 
been  loaned  to  the  Society.  Our  library  also  has  been  steadily  grow- 
ing and  contains  many  useful  books  of  reference  for  those  who  desire 
to  study  the  history  of  our  country.  A  stack  of  mahogany  bookcases 
has  been  designated  as  the  Founder's  Case  and  contains  books  do- 
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nated  to  the  Society  by  John  Austin  Stevens.  Some  three  hundred 
volumes  from  the  bequest  of  our  late  President,  Frederick  Samuel 
Tallmadge,  have  also  been  added  to  the  library;  also  a  case  with  a  set 
of  the  Publications  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society  from  Mr.  Clar- 
ence Storm  and  numerous  donations  from  other  members,  societies,  etc. 
Our  fourth  floor  special  dining  room  is  being  used  regularly,  and  is 
an  attractive  place  for  members  to  take  their  friends.  The  Board  of 
Managers  also  use  .it  to  advantage  for  their  little  gatherings  after 
their  regular  monthly  meetings,  of  which  an  average  of  ten  have  been 
held  each  year. 

The  Society  has  held  its  annual  meetings  and  elections  at  Fraunces 
Tavern  on  December  4th  and  has  also  celebrated  by  stated  meetings 
at  Delmonico's,  at  which  instructive  and  interesting  lectures  on  Bevo- 
lutionary  subjects,  almost  invariably  illustrated  with  stereopticon 
views,  the  following  anniversaries: 

The  Birthday  of  Frederick  Samuel  Tallmadge,  on  January  24. 

The  Battle  of  Lexington,  on  April  19. 

The  Evacuation  of  New  York  City  by  the  British  Troops,  on  No- 
vember 24. 

The  Annual  Church  Service  of  the  Society,  commemorative  of  the 
birth  of  George  Washington,  has  been  held  each  year  on  the  Sunday 
nearest  Washington's  Birthday.  On  these  occasions  the  church  has 
been  completely  filled  with  the  members  and  their  guests,  representa- 
tives being  present  from  the  Colonial  Dames  of  America,  the  Colonial 
Dames  of  the  State  of  New  York,  the  Daughters  of  the  Eevolution, 
the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  Colonial  Wars,  Military  Society  of  the 
War  of  1812,  Aztec  Club,  Foreign  Wars  and  Loyal  Legion,  the  Mili- 
tary Society  of  the  War  of  1812  furnishing  a  uniformed  escort,  the 
church  being  patriotically  decorated  for  the  occasion. 

The  annual  banquets  have  been  held  each  year  at  Delmonico's 
on  February  22d,  with  an  average  attendance  of  from  three  to  four 
hundred.  On  these  occasions  many  invited  guests  and  representa- 
tives of  other  societies  were  present,  the  usual  toasts  were  eloquently 
responded  to,  and  at  each  banquet  appropriate  souvenirs  were  pro- 
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vided.     The  banquet  hall  was  appropriately  and  tastefully  decorated 
and  an  orchestra  furnished,  playing  patriotic  airs. 

Bronze  tablets  have  been  erected  in  the  vestibule  of  Fraunces 
Tavern,  commemorative  of  the  committee  who  had  charge  of  the 
restoration  of  the  building,  and  also  in  the  "Long  Room"  to  John 
Austin  Stevens,  the  founder  of  the  society.  The  latter  bears  the  fol- 
lowing inscription: 

Sons  or  the  Revolution!     Founded  Febeuaky  22,  1876, 

By  John  Austin  Stevens. 

New  York  Historical  Society  Library, 

Organized  December  4,  1883,  in  This  Room. 

Incorporated  April  29,  1884 — Esto  Perpetua. 

Erected  by  the  Board  of  Managers. 

Mr.  Arthur  Hatch,  Treasurer,  tendered:  to  the  Society  the  bal- 
ance remaining  of  the  "Hatch  Testimonial  Fund"  for  the  purpose  of 
placing  in  the  "Long  Room"  at  Fraunces  Tavern  a  tablet  commemo- 
rating the  names  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Society.  The  inscription 
is  as  follows : 

Sons  of  the  Revolution, 

In  the  State  of  New  York. 

Instituted  Incorporated 

1876  1884 

FOUNDERS: 

John  Austin  Stevens, 
Austin  Huntington, 
Frederick  S.  Tallmadge, 
Asa  Bird  Gardiner, 
Joseph  W.  Drexel, 
James  Duane  Livingston, 
John  Cochrane, 
George  H.  Potts, 
George  W.  Wright  Houghton, 
Thomas  Henry  Edsall, 
James  Mortimer  Montgomery, 
John  Bleecker  Miller, 
Alexander  R.  Thompson,  Jr. 
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The  President,  Me.  Edmund  Wetmoee,  presented  the  Society  with 
a  replica  of  the  large  silver  punch  bowl  which  was  made  by  Paul  Eevere 
for  the  Sons  of  Liberty,  which  is  beautifully  inscribed. 

The  bequest  of  one  thousand  dollars  from  the  late  Townsend 
Wandell  was  received. 

An  oil  painting  of  Major-General  Alexander  McDougall  has  been 
received  from  the  Hon.  McDougall  Hawkes,  which  has  been  appro- 
priately hung  in  the  "Long  Boom." 

In  commemoration  of  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the  reorgani- 
zation of  the  Society  a  new  "Year  Book"  has  been  issued,  giving  a 
complete  roster  of  members  to  December  31,  1909,  with  the  records  of 
the  services  of  their  ancestors.  This,  beautifully  illustrated,  contains 
several  colored  prints  an,d  makes  a  large  and  handsome  volume,  which 
does  great  credit  to  the  Society. 

At  the  Washington's  Birthday  banquet  at  Delmonico 's  on  Febru- 
ary 22,  1910,  a  beautiful  silver  loving  cup,  which  had  been  subscribed 
for  by  the  members  of  the  Society,  was  presented  as  a  testimonial  to 
Mk.  Akthue  M.  Hatch,  who  had  been  its  treasurer  upwards  of  twenty- 
two  years. 

During  the  year  1910  the  Society  met  with  the  loss  of  its  founder 
and  first  president,  Me.  John  Austin  Stevens,  who  had  not  only  al- 
ways maintained  a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  Society,  but  had 
also  been  a  liberal  and  constant  contributor  to  its  collections. 

A  most  impressive  funeral  service  was  held  in  St.  Paul's  Chapel, 
Broadway  and  Vesey  Street,  New  York  City,  on  Tuesday,  June  21, 
1910.  The  Veteran  Corps  of  Artillery  headed  the  procession  on  this 
occasion  and  acted  as  escort.  Eepresentatives  were  present  from  the 
various  patriotic  societies,  as  well  as  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
the  New  York  Historical  Society,  and  a  great  many  of  our  members 
were  in  attendance. 

The  Society  took  an  active  part  in  the  Hudson-Fulton  celebration 
in  New  York  City,  September  25  to  October  2,  1909.  A  large  stand 
was  erected  in  Fifty-ninth  Street  for  the  accommodation  of  members 
and  their  guests  for  the  several  parades,  and  two  floats  for  the  his- 
torical parade  were  assigned  to  the  Society,  one  representing  "Wash- 
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ington's  Farewell  to  His  Officers  at  Fraunces  Tavern"  and  the  other 
"Marinus  Willett  Taking  Arms  From  the  British."  The  members  of 
the  Society,  preceded  by  the  Seventy-first  Regiment  Band,  with  men 
in  Continental  uniform  carrying  the  banners  and  flags  of  the  Society, 
participated  in  the  historical  parade  as  an  escort  to  the  float. 

The  steamer  Shinnecock  was  chartered  for  the  naval  parade  on 
October  1st,  and  some  fonr  hundred  members  and  guests  passed  a  most 
enjoyable  day  and  evening  on  the  Hudson  Eiver. 

A  special  loan  exhibition  at  Fraunces  Tavern  was  also  gathered 
by  the  Museum  Committee  for  the  celebration  and  a  catalogue  printed. 

An  excursion  to  West  Point,  N.  Y.,  to  celebrate  the  anniversary 
of  the  Saratoga  Campaign  took  place  on  October  8,  1910.  The  steamer 
Albany  was  chartered  and  about  five  hundred  members  and  guests 
enjoyed  the  trip.  Major-General  Frederick  D.  Grant  was  the  guest 
of  honor  of  the  Society.  On  arriving  at  the  Military  Academy,  after 
a  brief  drill,  the  Society  presented  a  large  silver  cup  to  the  cadets,  in- 
scribed as  follows : 

Presented  by  the 

Sons  of  the  Bevoltjtion  in  the  State  of  New  York, 

October  8,  1910, 

TO  the 

Corps  of  Cadets, 

U.  S.  Military  Academy, 

as  a  Trophy 

on  Which  to  Inscribe  Each  Year  the  Name  of  the  Cadet  Having  the 

Highest  Military  Efficiency. 

At  the  request  of  Colonel  H.  L.  Scott,  Superintendent  of  the 
United  States  Military  Academy  of  West  Point,  N.  Y.,  the  Society 
endorsed  the  bill  to  the  National  Government  for  an  appropriation 
for  preserving  and  marking  Eevolutionary  forts,  redoubts  and  other 
historical  sites  within  the  West  Point  Military  Keservation. 

The  Society  offered  to  assist  the  South  Carolina  Society  should 
they  deem  it  an  appropriate  work,  to  restore  the  grave  of  General 
Marion  in  the  town  of  St.  Stephen,  S.  C. 
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A  resolution  was  passed  authorizing  a  contribution  to  the  fund 
being  raised  by  the  General  Society,  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  for  a 
monument  to  be  erected  at  Annapolis,  Md.,  in  memory  of  the  French 
soldiers  and  sailors  buried  there,  who  lost  their  lives  in  the  Revolution. 

The  petition  of  the  General  Society  requesting  that  the  Govern- 
ment print  all  the  unpublished  official  records  of  the  Revolutionary 
War,  together  with  transcripts  from  the  records  of  the  orignal  Thir- 
teen States,  etc.,  not  embraced  in  the  Government  collection,  was  en- 
dorsed, and  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  so  inform  Senators  and 
Representatives  from  this  State,  with  the  request  that  they  use  their 
influence  to  further  this  project. 

A  resolution  was  adopted  approving  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  erec- 
tion by  the  State  of  New  York  of  a  statue  to  General  Philip  Schuyler 
in  the  city  of  Albany,  N.  Y. 

The  project  for  marking  the  spot  where  Washington  crossed  the 
Delaware  by  a  suitable  park  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  connected  by  a 
monumental  bridge,  to  be  built  by  the  National  Government,  was  en- 
dorsed and  the  Secretary  instructed  to  so  inform  Senators  and  Rep- 
resentatives from  New  York  State  and  New  Jersey. 

The  bill  for  the  preservation  of  the  historic  Schuyler  Mansion  at 
Albany,  N.  Y.,  which  was  the  home  of  Major-General  Philip  Schuyler, 
built  in  1782,  and  is  prominently  connected  with  many  interesting  his- 
torical events  in  Revolutionary  times,  has  been  approved  and  endorsed 
by  the  Society. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  held  on  February  27, 
1911,  the  death  of  the  General  President,  Hon.  John  Lee  Carroll,  of 
Maryland,  was  announced,  and  the  following  resolution  was  presented 
by  President  Wetmore,  which  was  duly  ordered  to  be  spread  upon  the 
minutes  of  the  meeting  and  a  suitably  engrossed  copy  sent  to  the 
family: 

'This  Board  have  learned  with  profound  sorrow  of  the  death, 
this  day  at  Washington,  of  John  Lee  Carroll,  the  General  President 
of  the  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution. 

"A  direct  descendant  of  Charles  Carroll  of  Carrollton,  Governor 
of  Maryland  in  the  Centennial  year  of  1876,  and  the  first  General  Pres- 
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ident  of  the  Society,  which  office  he  held  for  twenty-one  years,  Governor 
Carroll  was  widely  known  and  regarded  for  his  abilities,  his  public 
spirit  and  his  attractive  personal  qualities.  The  Society  during  the 
time  that  he  has  been  at  its  head  has  grown  and  prospered.  He  was 
devoted  to  its  interest  and  eloquent  in  its  behalf.  A  worthy  represen- 
tative of  the  men  who  stood  in  the  forefront  in  civil  affairs  during  the 
era  of  the  Revolution,  he  inherited  their  patriotism  and  their  earnest- 
ness and  zeal,  set  off  with  the  gracious  manners  of  the  generation  to 
which  they  belonged. 

"The  loss  the  whole  Society  has  suffered  in  the  death  of  Governor 
Carroll  is  one  we  all  share  and  keenly  feel,  but  while  we  record  our 
sorrow  for  that  loss  and  the  respect  and  love  we  bore  him,  we  also 
record  our  thankfulness  that  he  died  full  of  years  and  full  of  honors 
after  such  a  life  as  was  befitting  the  head  of  our  Society,  and  won  him 
the  lasting  esteem  of  his  fellow-countrymen. ' ' 

The  Essay  Committee  of  the  Society  has  awarded  prizes  each  year 
to  the  scholars  of  the  two  upper  grades  of  the  high  schools  in  the  State 
of  New  York  for  the  best  essays  on  selected  Revolutionary  subjects. 
The  prizes  offered  have  been  $50  and  a  bronze  medal  for  the  first,  $25 
and  a  bronze  medal  for  the  second,  and  a  bronze  medal  for  the  third, 
and  also  a  certificate  of  honorable  mention  to  those  particularly  worthy 
of  merit. 

The  subjects  for  the  essays  have  been  as  follows : 

"The  Story  of  Arnold's  Treason." 

"The  Services  of  Commodore  John  Paul  Jones  in  the  Revolution." 

"Baron  Steuben's  Services  in  the  Revolutionary  War." 

Each  year  an  increased  number  of  essays  have  been  received. 
The  prize  essays  have  been  printed  with  the  yearly  reports  and  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Society. 

At  the  annual  meeting,  December  4,  1909,  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  constitution  was  adopted,  making  paragraph  5  of  Article 
X  to  read  as  follows : 

' '  The  insignia  shall  be  worn  by  the  members  on  all  occasions  when 
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they  shall  assemble  as  such,  and  may  be  worn  on  any  occasion  of  cere- 
mony, only  on  the  left  breast  except  as  hereinbefore  provided.  Mem- 
bers who  are  officers  or  ex-officers  of  the  G-eneral  or  the  State  Society, 
and  such  other  members  as  may  be  authorized  hj  the  Board  of  Man- 
agers, may  wear  the  insignia  suspended  from  the  regulation  ribbon 
around  the  neck.  The  insignia  shall  not  be  worn  as  ian  article  of  jewel- 
ry, nor  shall  the  use  of  it  be  allowed  to  any  person  not  a  member.  The 
rosette  must  not  be  displayed  at  the  same  time  with  the  insignia." 

The  work  of  our  chapters  has  been  most  efficient.  The  Philip 
Livingston  Chapter,  Albany,  N.  Y. ;  William  Floyd  Chapter,  Troy, 
N.  Y.. ;  Buffalo  Association,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ;  Fort  Schuyler  Chapter, 
Utica,  N.  Y.,  and  Jamestown  Chapter,  Jamestown,  N.  Y.,  have  all  held 
meetings  regularly,  and  appropriately  celebrated  many  of  the  historic 
events  connected  with  Eevolutionary  history. 

The  William  Floyd  Chapter  has  appointed  a  committee  and  are 
endeavoring  to  secure  the  erection  of  a  monument  to  Colonel  Albert 
Pawling  of  the  Eevolution.  They  have  also  been  successful  in  effect- 
ing the  restoration  of  the  Van  Schaick  burial  plot,  which  contains  the 
remains  of  Colonel  John  Gerritse  Van  Schaick,  this  historic  spot 
having  been  turned  over  to  the  Chapter. 

Through  the  effort  of  the  Philip  Livingston  Chapter  an  ordi- 
nance was  passed  in  Albany  prohibiting  the  use  of  high  explosives, 
so  that  the  celebration  of  Independence  Day  may  be  conducted  along 
safe  and  sane  lines.  This  Chapter  also  caused  to  be  erected  a  suitable 
marker  and  tablet  to  designate  the  site  of  the  Eevolutionary  fort  at 
Cherry  Valley,  New  York. 

The  Jamestown  Chapter  awarded  a  prize  for  the  best  essay  from 
a  high  school  student  on  a  Eevolutionary  subject. 

The  real  estate  owned  by  the  Society,  Nos.  146  and  148  West 
Fifty-fifth  Street,  New  York  City,  has  steadily  increased  in  value  and 
brings  in  a  very  satisfactory  income. 

The  rental  received  from  the  ground  floor  of  Fraunces  Tavern 
also  helps  materially  to  defray  the  expenses  of  running  and  maintain- 
ing the  building:. 
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The  net  assets  of  the  Society  on  December  4,  1910,  amounted  to 
$161,216.27. 

We  have  now  twenty-one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  members,  and 
since  the  organization  of  the  Society  a  grand  total  of  thirty-six  hun- 
dred and  thirty- two  members  have  been  elected. 

Respectfully  submitted', 

Henry  Russell  Drowne, 
Secretary. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Concerning  the  workings  of  the  North  Carolina  Society  of  the 
Sons  of  the  Revolution,  during  the  last  three  years,  I  have  to  report 
that  at  the  time  I  last  sent  in  returns  (to  the  General  Convention  of 
1908)  our  State  Society  had  52  members;  that  since  then  we  have 
admitted  19  new  members  and  have  reinstated  two  who  were  suspended 
for  non-payment  of  dues  at  time  of  last  report ;  that  three  of  our  mem- 
bers have  died;  that  one  has  been  transferred  to  another  State  So- 
ciety— making  our  present  membership  69.  Up  to  the  present  time 
32  insignia  have  been  issued  to  members  of  the  North  Carolina  Society. 

The  historical  and  patriotic  activities  of  our  State  Society  during 
the  past  three  years  have  been  as  follows:  On  November  15,  1908, 
the  Society  presented  to  the  State  an  oil  portrait  of  the  Revolutionary 
soldier  and  statesman,  Governor  Alexander  Martin,  and  published 
for  free  distribution  the  address  of  presentation  by  Francis  Nash,  a 
member  of  the  Society ;  on  November  15,  1909,  the  Society  presented 
to  the  State  an  oil  portrait  of  the  Revolutionary  stateman,  Governor 
Abner  Nash,  and  published  for  free  distribution  the  address  of  pre- 
sentation by  J.  G.  de  Boulbac  Hamilton,  a  member  of  the  Society; 
and  on  November  15,  1910,  the  Society  presented  to  the  State  an  oil 
portrait  of  the  Revolutionary  soldier  and  statesman,  Governor  Will- 
iam Richardson  Davie,  and  published  for  free  distribution  the  address 
of  presentation  by  James  C.  Carr,  a  member  of  the  Society.  On  No- 
vember 15,  1909,  the  Society  voted  the  sum  of  $30  to  aid  in  the  erec- 
tion of  the  memorial  at  Annapolis  to  the  French  soldiers  and  sailors 
who  died  while  aiding  the  American  Colonies  achieve  their  independ- 
ence. 
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Within  four  months  after  the  adjournment  of  the  last  General 
Convention  the  North  Carolina  Society  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the 
loss  of  three  of  its  most  honored  and  enthusiastic  members :  Stephen 
Alexander  White,  Peter  Evans  Hines,  M.  D.,  and  Fabius  Haywood 
Busbee.  Mr.  White  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Society  in  1897  and 
was  eighty- two  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  had  represented 
his  county  in  the  General  Assembly  of  North  Carolina,  and  was  post- 
master of  the  town  of  Nebane,  his  place  of  residence,  at  the  time  he 
died,  and  for  some  years  prior  thereto.  He  was  a  ruling  elder  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church  and  an  ardent  advocate  of  the  cause  of  temper- 
ance. His  interment  took  place  at  the  old  Pawfields  Church  in  Ala- 
mance County,  two  officers  of  the  Society  going  from  Raleigh  to  be 
among  the  pallbearers.  Three  months  after  Mr.  White's  death  the 
Society  lost  another  venerable  member  in  the  person  of  Dr.  Hines, 
of  Raleigh,  who  was  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the  Society  in 
1893  and  had  served  both  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Managers  and 
as  President,  being  retired  from  the  last-named  office  at  his  own  re- 
quest. He  was  a  skilled  physician,  who  had  received  every  educa- 
tional advantage,  both  in  Europe  and  America.  He  served  as  surgeon 
in  the  Confederate  Army,  and  after  the  war  was  president  both  of 
the  Raleigh  Academy  of  Medicine  and  of  the  North  Carolina  Medical 
Society.  In  nature  he  was  open,  sincere  and  outspoken,  hating  shams, 
and  firm  in  friendship,  charitable  to  the  poor  and  loyal  to  his  church, 
of  which  he  was  a  vestryman  at  the  time  of  his  death.  When  he  passed 
away  he  had  reached  his  eighty-first  year.  Just  a  fortnight  after  the 
death  of  Dr.  Hines  the  Society  suffered  another  severe  bereavement 
in  the  death  of  Mr.  Busbee,  its  Vice-President,  whose  attractive  per- 
sonality will  be  recalled  by  many  members  of  the  last  General  Con- 
vention, which  he  attended  as  a  delegate.  It  was  in  1899  that  he  be- 
came a  member  of  the  Society.  He  was  sixty  years  of  age,  and  died 
in  the  city  of  Seattle,  Washington,  whither  he  had  gone  to  attend  a 
meeting  of  the  American  Bar  Association.  He  was  a  native  of  Ra- 
leigh, and  spent  his  life  in  that  city.  While  a  mere  boy  he  had  served 
his  State  in  the  Confederate  Army,  and  after  the  cessation  of  hostili- 
ties he  entered  the  legal  profession,  in  which  he  attained  distinction. 
He  was  one  of  the  foremost  corporation  lawyers  in  North  Carolina, 
a  gifted  orator  and  a  finished  gentlemen.  During  President  Cleve- 
land's term  of  office  Mr.  Busbee  was  United  States  District  Attorney 
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for  the  Eastern  District  of  North  Carolina,  and  filled  that  responsible 
office  with  marked  ability.  In  Masonic  fraternity  he  held  high  rank, 
being  Past  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina.  In 
the  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  Ee volution  he  was  an  active  member, 
and  his  associates  have  lost  a  valued  co-worker. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Marshall  De  Lancey  Haywood, 

Secretary. 
OHIO. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  past  three  years 
have  been  the  most  active  in  the  history  of  the  Ohio  Society.  We  have 
now  reached  a  point  in  our  existence,  when  we  are  beginning  to  make 
history  for  ourselves. 

During  the  past  three  years,  through  the  various  Committees  of 
this  Society,  we  have  located  many  graves  of  Eevolutionary  soldiers 
buried  in  this  State.  The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  to  locate  graves 
of  Eevolutionary  Soldiers  has  located  three  hundred  such  graves  in 
Hamilton  County  alone,  and  has  investigated  and  located  almost  two 
hundred  graveyards,  the  existence  of  many  of  these  having  been  for- 
gotten. One  year  ago,  we  erected  and  dedicated  a  magnificent  tablet 
to  the  memory  of  those  soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  Eevolution,  buried 
in  this  County.  This  beautiful  bronze  tablet,  of  great  size,  is  erected 
in  our  Soldiers  and  Sailors  Memorial  Building  in  Cincinnati. 

We  have  taken  part  in  numerous  patriotic  affairs  in  Cincinnati 
and  vicinity. 

We  have  supported  and  carried  on  the  work,  with  great  success, 
of  a  Society,  composed  of  young  men,  from  fifteen  to  twenty  years  of 
age,  mostly  of  foreign  parentage,  teaching  them  to  become  good  Ameri- 
can citizens.  This  work  has  been  most  successful,  and  it  would  be 
surprising  to  anyone,  to  listen  to  the  addresses  read  by  these  boys, 
prepared  by  them  at  night,  after  working  hours. 

We  have  also  supported,  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  a  number  of 
children  at  Berea  College,  Kentucky,  whose  ancestors  were  Eevolu- 
tionary soldiers,  and  were  it  not  for  this  support,  would  be  either  un- 
able, or  find  it  very  difficult  to  continue  at  school. 
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Our  membership  is  increasing  steadily,  and  our  meetings  are 
well  attended  with  interest  and  enthusiasm.  Three  years  ago,  our 
membership  was  two  hundred;  to-day,  it  is  two  hundred  and  sixteen, 
and  I  expect  by  the  meeting  of  the  General  Society,  to  have  it  any- 
where from  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  to  two  hundred  and  fifty. 

Number  of  Members  on  Eolls,  April  27th,  1908 200 

Number  of  Members  since  admitted 30        230 

Lost  by  death  since  April  27th,  1908 8 

Lost  by  resignation,   etc 6  14 

Total  Membership,  April  1st,  1911 216 

Jackson  W.  Sparrow, 

Secretary. 

VIRGINIA. 

The  Virginia  Society  arranged  for  a  celebration  at  Yorktown  on 
October  19th,  1909,  which  was  fairly  well  attended. 

At  the  last  annual  meeting  a  committee  was  appointed  with  the 
object  of  securing  the  publication  of  the  Virginia  Archives  bearing 
on  Revolutionary  matters.  Further  than  this  the  Society  has  not 
attempted  any  public  work  or  erected  any  monuments  or  tablets. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  succeeded  in  ridding  our  Society 
of  dead  timber  and  have  secured  a  number  of  new  members  who  will 
materially  add  to  the  strength  of  our  Society  in  Virginia. 

Very  respectfully, 

Charles  R.  Robins, 

Secretary. 

Colonel  James  Morris  Morgan  of  the  District  of  Columbia  then 
said: 

I  am  requested  by  the  District  of  Columbia  Society  to  submit  a 
proposition  to  erect  a  statue  to  the  memory  of  Frangois  Paul  Joseph, 
Marquis  De  Grasse  and  Tilly,  an  admiral  in  the  French  navy.  I  have 
here  the  opinions  of  military  experts,  and  this  paper  was  prepared  by  a 
member    of    our    Society,    Mr.   Frederick   L.   Huidekoper,    who    is    a 
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military  critic  of  some  reputation.  It  has  probably  been  forgotten  that 
we  have  statues  to  Lafayette,  statues  to  Rochambeau,  but  had  it  not 
been  for  Admiral  De  Grasse,  not  only  would  there  never  have  been 
any  statues  erected  to  Rochambeau  and  Lafayette,  but  very  possibly 
not  to  George  Washington.  That  may  be  a  startling  assertion  to  make, 
but  you  must  remember  that  at  Yoi^ktown  Rochambeau  and  Wash- 
ington had  Lord  Cornwallis  pretty  fairly  cornered,  but  there  was  one 
means  of  escape,  that  was  by  the  sea.  Admiral  Graves,  in  command 
of  a  British  fleet,  was  rushing  to  the  capes  of  the  Chesapeake  to  re- 
lieve Cornwallis.  Admiral  De  Grasse  beat  him  there  with  the  French 
fleet — not  only  got  to  Hampton  Roads  and  Chesapeake  Bay  first,  but 
whether  it  was  a  great  victory  or  not  may  be  debatable  amongst  mili- 
tary men,  but  undoubtedly  he  so  damaged  the  chances  of  the  fleet  of 
Admiral  Graves,  that  Admiral  Graves  had  to  retire  to  New  York.  That 
was  the  end  of  Cornwallis'  army.  But,  as  you  may  readily  see,  that 
had  Admiral  Graves  won,  or  got  there  before  De  Grasse,  he  could 
have  embarked  Cornwallis '  army  and  carried  them  to  any  place  else 
that  he  chose. 

I  would  respectfully  submit  that  this  statue  would  be  very  much 
more  appropriately  erected  by  Congress,  which  has  erected  statues  to 
Lafayette  and  Rochambeau,  but  if  Congress  won't  act  the  District  of 
Columbia  Society  of  Sons  of  the  Revolution  wishes  to  interest  the 
General  Society  in  the  matter  either  by  their  influence  to  get  Congress 
to  do  it  or  amongst  ourselves  to  put  up  some  memorial — a  statue  in 
preference  to  anything  else — in  memory  of  this  man  who  did  more 
for  the  independence  of  the  LTnited  States  than  any  other  French- 
man that  lived  at  that  time.     (Applause.) 

It  was  then  suggested  that  a  resolution  in  form  following  that  of 
the  resolution  regarding  the  erection  of  a  monument  to  the  French 
Soldiers  and  Sailors  at  Annapolis  be  adopted  with  respect  to  this  sug- 
gestion of  Colonel  Morgan,  whereupon  the  following  motion  was  made 
by  Mr.  W.  Hall  Harris  of  Maryland : 

I  move  that,  with  the  proper  change  of  words,  the  second  resolu- 
tion, being  the  one  authorizing  the  President  to  appoint  a  committee 
of  seven  be  adopted  as  expressing  the  thought  which  Colonel  Morgan 
has  brought  before  the  Society;  which  motion  having  been  duly  sec- 
onded was  unanimously  adopted. 
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From  the  International  Encyclopaedia,  Volume  VIII,  p.  827. 

"Grasse,  Francois  Joseph  Paul,  Marquis  de  Grasse-Tilly,  Count 
de  (1722-88).  A  French  Admiral  who  commanded  the  French  fleet  at 
the  siege  of  Yorktown  during  the  American  Eevolution.  He  was  born 
in  Provence,  and  began  his  naval  career  at  fifteen  in  the  service  of  the 
Knights  of  Malta.  Later  entering  the  French  Navy  he  was  promoted 
to  be  a  lieutenant  in  1754  and  a  captain  in  1762.  In  1778  he  commanded 
a  squadron  that  was  sent  to  join  L'Estaing  in  the  West  Indies  and 
took  part  in  the  operations  at  Saint  Lucia  and  Santo  Domingo.  In 
1781  with  the  rank  of  Admiral,  he  was  placed  in  command  of  the  new 
French  fleet  sent  to  America  which  was  intended  both  to  reinforce  the 
French  in  the  West  Indian  waters  and  to  co-operate  with  Eochambeau 
on  the  North  American  continent.  After  touching  first  in  the  West 
Indies,  the  fleet  of  29  sail  reached  Chesapeake  Bay  on  August  30,  where 
De  Grasse  blockaded  the  James  and  York  Bivers  and  on  September 
5th,  repulsed  an  attack  of  the  English  fleet  under  Graves.  After  ren- 
dering invaluable  assistance  at  the  siege  of  Yorktown  he  sailed  away 
to  the  West  Indies  again  where  his  operations  for  some  time  were 
crowned  with  great  success." 

Extract  from  "The  Operations  of  the  French  Fleet  Under  Be 
Grasse  in  1781-2"  in  "Bradford  Club  Series"  No.  3  (New  York  1884), 
pp.  180,  181  and  182. 

DE  GEASSE. 

"  *  *  *  a  siege  ever  memorable  for  its  results  and  for  the  ac- 
curate combinations,  which  brought  together  on  the  appointed  day,  a 
fleet  coming  seven  hundred  leagues,  and  a  land  force  that  had  two 
hundred  to  march. 

Lord  Cornwallis,  invested  on  all  sides,  wished  in  vain  to  try  to 
escape  from  the  fleet  with  a  part  of  his  transports  that  had  taken 
refuge  under  his  guns.  Before  concluding  to  capitulate,  he  also  tried 
to  burn  at  their  anchorage  the  vessels  that  blockaded  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  by  sending  fire-ships  from  Yorktown ;  but  this  had  been  foreseen 
and  the  vessels  gave  them  free  passage. 

The  last  resource  having  also  failed,  the  English  general  asked 
to  capitulate  on  the  17th  of  October,  the  same  day  that  General  Bur- 
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goyne  surrendered  in  1777.  As  soon  as  Congress  received  the  intelli- 
gence, its  joy  and  its  gratitude  to  the  commanders  was  expressed  in 
most  authentic  testimonials.  The  following  resolutions  were  passed  at 
Philadelphia,  October  29th: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  as- 
sembled, be  presented  to  His  Excellency  Count  De  Grasse,  for  his 
display  of  skill  and  bravery  in  attacking  and  defeating  the  British 
fleet  ofT  the  Bay  of  Chesapeake  and  for  his  zeal  and  alacrity  in  ren- 
dering, with  the  fleet  under  his  command,  the  most  effectual  and  dis- 
tinguished aid  and  support  to  the  allied  army  in  Virginia. 

Resolved,  That  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  will 
cause  to  be  erected  at  York  in  Virginia,  a  marble  column,  adorned  with 
emblems  of  the  allegiance  between  the  United  States  and  His  Most 
Christian  Majesty;  and  inscribed  with  a  succinct  narrative  of  the  sur- 
render of  Cornwallis,  to  His  Excellency,  General  Washington,  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  combined  forces  of  America  and  France;  to 
His  Excellency,  the  Count  de  Rochainbeau,  commanding  the  auxiliary 
troops  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  in  America,  and  His  Excellency, 
the  Count  de  Grasse,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  naval  army  of  France 
in  the  Chesapeake. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs  be  directed  to  re- 
quest the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty,  that 
it  is  the  wish  of  Congress,  that  Count  de  Grasse  may  be  permitted  to 
accept  a  testimony  of  their  approbation  similar  to  that  to  be  presented 
to  Count  de  Rochambeau. 

(Signed)    Thompson." 


"The  Influence  of  Sea  Power  Upon  History,  1680-1783,"  Mahan- 
De  Grasse. 

"  *  *  *  He  anchored  on  the  28th  of  July  at  Cap  Fra^ais, 
(now  Cape  Haytien)  in  the  island  of  Hayti.  Here  he  found  awaiting 
him  a  French  frigate  from  the  United  States,  bearing  despatches  from 
Washington  and  Rochambeau ;  upon  which  he  was  to  take  the  most  mo- 
mentous action  that  fell  to  any  French  admiral  during  the  war  (p.  384). 
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Washington  and  Rochambeau  had  met  on  the  21st  day  of  May,  and 
decided  that  the  situation  demanded  that  the  effort  of  the  French 
West  Indian  fleet,  when  it  came,  should  be  directed  against  either 
New  York  or  the  Chesapeake.  This  was  the  tenor  of  the  despatch 
found  by  De  Grasse  at  Cap  Fra^ais     *     *    *     (p.  387). 

In  either  case  the  result,  in  the  opinion  both  of  Washington  and 
of  the  French  government  depended  upon  superior  sea  power;  but 
Rochambeau  had  privately  notified  the  admiral  that  his  own  preference 
was  for  the  Chesapeake  as  the  scene  of  the  intended  operations,  and 
moreover  the  French  government  had  declined  to  furnish  the  means 
for  a  formal  siege  of  New  York.  The  enterprise  therefore  assumed 
the  form  of  an  extensive  military  combination,  dependent  upon  ease  'and 
rapidity  of  movement,  and  upon  blinding  the  eyes  of  the  enemy  to 
the  real  objective,  purposes  to  which  the  peculiar  qualities  of  a  navy 
admirably  lent  themselves.  The  shorter  distance  to  be  traversed,  the 
greater  depth  of  water  and  easier  pilotage  of  the  Chesapeake  were 
further  reasons  which  would  commend  the  scheme  to  the  judgment  of  a 
seaman ;  and  De  Grasse  readily  accepted  it,  without  making  difficulties 
or  demanding  modifications  which  would  have  involved  discussion  and 
delay. 

Having  made  his  decision,  the  French  admiral  acted  with  great 
good  judgment,  promptitude  and  vigor.  The  same  frigate  that  brought 
despatches  from  Washington  was  sent  back,  so  that  by  August  15th 
the  allied  generals  knew  of  the  intended  coming  of  the  fleet.  Thirty- 
five  hundred  soldiers  were  spared  by  the  Governor  of  Cap  Fran9ais, 
upon  the  condition  of  a  Spanish  squadron  anchoring  at  the  place,  which 
De  Grasse  procured.  He  also  raised  from  the  Governor  of  Havana 
the  money  urgently  needed  by  the  Americans;  and  finally  instead  of 
weakening  his  force  by  sending  convoys  to  France,  as  the  court  had 
wished,  he  took  every  available  ship  to  the  Chesapeake.  To  conceal 
his  coming  as  long  as  possible,  lie  passed  through  the  Bahama  Channel, 
as  a  less  frequented  route,  and  on  the  30th  of  August  anchored  in  Lynn- 
haven  Bay,  just  within  the  capes  of  the  Chesapeake,  with  twenty- 
eight  ships-of-the-line. 

It  was  nowhere  expected  that  the  French  would  bring 
nearly  the  force  they  did;  and  Graves  lost  information,  which  he  ought 
to  have  received,  as  to  their  numbers,  by  the  carelessness  of  his  cruisers 
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stationed  off  the  Chesapeake.  These  had  been  ordered  to  keep  under 
way,  but  were  both  at  anchor  under  Cape  Henry  when  De  Grasse 's 
appearance  cut  off  their  escape.  One  was  captured,  more  to  the  general 
result  than  the  neglect  of  these  two  subordinate  officers,  by  which 
Graves  lost  that  all-important  information  (p.  390-391)  *  *  *  On 
the  French  side  De  Grasse  must  be  accredited  with  a  degree  of  energy, 
foresight  and  determination  surprising  in  view  of  his  failures  at  other 
times  (p.  392). 

Admiral  Graves  was  painfully  surprised  on  making  the  Chesapeake 
to  find  anchored  there  a  fleet  which  from  its  numbers  could  only  be  the 
enemy's.  Nevertheless  he  stood  in  to  meet  it,  and  as  De  Grasse  got 
under  way,  allowing  his  ships  to  be  counted,  the  sense  of  numerical  in- 
feriority— nineteen  to  twenty-four — did  not  deter  the  English  Admiral 
from  attacking  *  *  *  many  of  his  ships  were  roughly  handled 
without  any  advantage  being  gained.  De  Grasse  remained  outside  ixve 
days,  expecting  De  Barras,  keeping  the  English  fleet  in  play  without 
coming  to  action ;  then  returning  to  port  he  found  De  Barras  safely  at 
anchor.  Graves  went  back  to  New  York,  and  with  him  disappeared  the 
last  hope  of  succor  that  was  to  gladden  Cornwallis'  eyes.  The  siege 
steadily  endured,  but  the  control  of  the  sea  made  only  one  issue  pos- 
sible, and  the  English  forces  were  surrendered  October  19,  1781. 
* .  *  *  The  conflict  flickered  through  a  year  longer,  but  no  serious 
operations  were  undertaken  (pp.  389-390). 

The  day  after  the  capitulation  he  (Washington)  writes  to  De 
Grasse:  'The  surrender  of  York,*  *  *  the  honor  of  which  be- 
longs to  your  Excellency,  has  greatly  anticipated  (in  time)  our  most 
sanguine  anticipations '  "  (p.  399). 

Me.  Talbot  Olyphant  of  New  York  said : 

It  was  observed  by  some  of  the  delegates  from  New  York  that  a 
knife  was  used  as  a  gavel.  "We  thought  that  was  beneath,  the  dignity  of 
so  important  a  society  as  the  General  Society,  Sons  of  the  Revolution 
and  it  was  resolved  that  we  should  find  some  wood  of  historic  value 
and  have  a  gavel  made  for  the  General  Society  Sons  of  the  Revolution. 

It  so  happened  that  about  the  time  the  Champlain  Ter-Centennial 
occurred  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and  the  Commissioners,  one  of 
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whom  was  the  Honorable  John  B.  Eiley  of  Plattsburg,  a  member  of  the 
New  York  State  Society,  attempted  to  raise  a  vessel  from  the  bottom  of 
Lake  Champlain  for  the  purpose  of  putting  it  into  condition  to  show  it 
at  that  celebration ;  but  they  were  not  successful  in  so  doing.  However, 
Mr.  Eiley  had  the  divers,  by  his  instructions  and  for  his  purposes,  cut 
off  one  of  the  beams  and,  through  a  friend  of  mine  (though  I  know  Mr. 
Eiley  personally)  I  secured  a  piece  of  that  wood. 

That  wood  was  a  beam  of  the  schooner  "Royal  Savage,  "  which 
was  the  flagship  of  General  Arnold  in  the  battle  of  Valcour — Valcour 
is  an  island  about  four  or  five  miles  south  of  Plattsburg,  New  York — 
it  was  General  Arnold's  flagship  and  we  have  brought  here  a  gavel 
which  was  made  from  a  piece  of  that  beam. 

It  may  interest  you  to  know  something  about  the  battle,  which 
was  an  engagement,  as  you  know — the  British  ministry  in  1776  made 
a  very  determined  effort  to  divide  New  England  from  the  States 
further  to  the  west  and  south,  by  a  large  body  of  men  coming  down 
through  Lake  Champlain — that  was  the  purpose,  at  least — and  another 
body  of  men  with  a  large  naval  fleet  coming  up  from  the  south,  up  the 
Hudson  river  and  separating  us  so  that  we  could  not  get  together. 
They  were  not  successful,  and  it  was  largely  owing  to  this  battle  that 
they  were  restrained  from  coming  down  on  the  north. 

The  engagement  took  place  on  the  thirteenth  of  October,  1776.  It 
was  begun  by  the  British  gunboats  about  11  o'clock,  attacking  the 
' '  Eoyal  Savage.  ' '  The  armament  of  the  American  fleet  was  84  guns — 
that  sounds  large — and  152  swivels — that  sounds  larger;  but  the  guns 
were  four-pounders  and  six-pounders  of  the  old,  old  pattern;  and  of 
course  could  not  do  very  much  damage.  Whereas  the  fleet  of  the 
British  did  not  have  so  many  guns,  but  they  were  heavier  and  their 
vessels  were  larger.  They  had  twenty-nine  vessels  and  eighty-nine 
guns.  Our  American  fleet  was  manned  by  about  700  men  who  were 
described  by  General  Arnold  as  a  miserable  set,  a  wretched,  motley 
crew,  the  refuse  of  every  regiment,  and  the  seamen,  few  of  them  ever 
were  wet  with  salt  water;  upwards  of  100  men  short  of  our  complement. 
On  the  other  hand  the  British  fleet  was  manned  by  697  picked  men  be- 
sides the  soldiers  and  artillerists.  Ours  were  green  and  theirs  were 
old  and  accomplished  veterans.    The  "Royal  Savage"  was  sunk  at  the 
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southwest  corner  of  the  Island  of  Valcour ;  she  had  to  be  run  aground ; 
she  was  attacked  by  the  British  and  the  wind  did  not  favor  her  or  us, 
and  she  was  run  there.  Our  men  got  off  on  to  other  boats  and  the 
British  went  ashore  and  tried  to  float  her,  but  they  could  not  and  they 
destroyed  her  and  she  gradually  slipped  off  into  deep  water  and  she 
has  laid  there  from  1776  up  to  the  fall  of  1909 ;  that  makes  133  years 
under  water.  But  the  wood  was  very  well  preserved,  and  the  firm 
which  polished  it  and  put  in  into  shape  in  New  York  said  that  they  had 
never  seen  a  piece  of  wood  which  was  so  beautiful  and  took  so  high  a 
polish. 

On  behalf  of  the  New  York  State  Society,  I  have  the  honor  to  hand 
you,  sir,  a  gavel  made  as  I  have  described  (applause). 

The  inscription  on  the  gavel  is  as  follows : 

Presented  to  the  General  Society,  Sons  of  the  Kevolution, 

By  the  New  York  Society,  April  19th,  1911. 
Made  of  wood  from  the  Boyal  Savage,  Arnold's  Flagship, 

Battle  of  Valcour,  October  11th,  1776, 
The  first  naval  engagement  of  the  War  of  the  Bevolution. 

The  General  Vice-President  :  On  behalf  of  the  Society,  I  accept 
the  present  that  you  have  made.  It  is  true  it  seems  to  have  come  from  a 
defeat,  but  it  was  one  of  the  early  instances  in  which  the  insurgents 
blocked  the  regulars.  At  all  events,  it  is  well  that  it  was  substituted 
for  a  knife,  for  this  Society  is  the  friend  of  law  and  order ;  and  although 
it  may  be  used  to  call  attention,  it  certainly  will  never  be  necessary  to 
use  it  to  enforce  the  rules  of  parliamentary  law.  As  I  come  from 
the  State  of  New  York  myself,  I  suppose  I  express  the  wishes  of  the 
Society  in  sayingv  that  you  are  all  very  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Olyphant 
and  the  rest  of  us. 

Mr.  Samuel  M.  Wilson  of  Kentucky  then  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  duly  seconded  by  Captain  William  P.  Chamber- 
lain of  Tennessee: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  members  to  be  known  as  the 
General  Visitorial  Committee  of  the  General  Society  Sons  of  the 
Bevolution  and  charged  with  the  duties  hereinafter  prescribed  be  ap- 
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pointed  by  the  General  President  to  serve  until  the  next  regular  Trien- 
nial Meeting  of  this  Society. 

Said  Committee  or  some  one  member  thereof  is  authorized  and 
instructed  to  visit  each  of  the  State  Societies  at  least  once  during  the 
interval  between  the  regular  Triennial  Meetings  to  inquire  into  their 
condition  and  prospects,  and  to  aid,  as  may  seem  judicious  in  promot- 
ing the  growth  and  usefulness  of  the  State  Societies. 

Resolved  further,  That  the  chairman  of  said  committee  shall  be 
and  he  is  empowered  to  designate  the  member  or  members  thereof  who 
shall  visit  the  State  Societies  named  by  said  chairman;  and  said  com- 
mittee, through  its  chairman,  shall  make  due  report  at  each  Triennial 
Meeting  of  the  results  accomplished  in  carrying  out  these  resolutions. 

Resolved  further,  That  the  expenses  necessarily  incurred  in  execut- 
ing the  foregoing  resolutions  be  defrayed,  as  far  as  may  be,  out  of  the 
treasury  of  the  General  Society,  provided  that  no  action  shall  be  taken 
by  said  committee  or  any  of  its  members  so  as  to  charge  the  General 
Society  until  it  first  be  ascertained  that  there  are  funds  not  otherwise 
appropriated  available  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  Talbot  Olyphant  of  New  York  then  presented  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  French  monument  at  Annapolis  as  follows : 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  FRENCH  MONUMENT 

AT  ANNAPOLIS. 


The  Committee  on  the  French  Monument  at  Annapolis,  Maryland, 
appointed  at  the  General  Convention  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution, 
convened  at  Washington,  D.  C,  April  28th,  1908,  beg  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

On  April  26,  1906,  was  laid  by  our  brethren  of  the  Maryland  So- 
ciety, the  corner-stone  of  a  monument  to  the  French  soldiers  and 
sailors  who  gave  their  lives  in  the  cause  of  the  American  Revolution, 
and  whose  bodies  rest  in  unmarked  graves  on  the  campus  of  St.  John's 
College  at  Annapolis,  Maryland. 

The  stone  was  placed  by  a  descendant  of  Admiral  Count  de  Grasse, 
in  the  presence  of  the  French  Ambassador,  a  descendant  of  Marquis 
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de  Lafayette,  Admiral  Campion,  and  other  officers  of  the  French  fleet 
then  in  the  harbor. 

Nothing  further  was  done  in  the  matter  nntil  the  Convention  of 
the  General  Society  at  Washington,  D.  C,  in  April,  1908.  At  that  time 
a  resolution  was  introduced  by  W.  Hall  Harris,  Esq.,  of  Maryland,  and 
adopted.  This  resolution  provided  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee 
by  the  General  President,  which  should  have  charge  of  the  solicitation 
of  funds,  and  the  erection  and  completion  of  the  monument  in  time  for 
this,  the  next  General  Convention  in  1911.  The  following  were  ap- 
pointed :  Messrs.  Joseph  Granville  Leach,  Pennsylvania ;  William  Gor- 
don McCabe,  Virginia ;  William  Libbey,  New  Jersey ;  Henry  Cadle,  Mis- 
souri; Henry  Dexter  Warren,  Massachusetts ;  Julian  Henry  Lee,  Mary- 
land ;  J.  Appleton  Wilson,  Maryland ;  Talbot  Olyphant,  of  N.  Y.,  Chair- 
man. W.  Hall  Harris,  Esq.,  was  subsequently  added  to  the  Committee. 
The  result  has  been  that  after  the  preparation  of  a  circular,  a  copy  of 
which  is  submitted  herewith  as  a  portion  of  this  report,  and  its  wide 
circulation  among  all  the  State  Societies,  subscriptions  have  been  re- 
ceived from  22  State  Societies.  Mr.  J.  Maxwell  Miller  of  Baltimore 
submitted  sketches,  which  were  finally  approved  by  the  Committee  and 
adopted  and  the  actual  work  on  the  monument  begun.  The  inscription 
was  later  approved  by  the  Committee  and  the  work  is  now  complete  as 
you  have  seen  it.  The  monument  is  of  North  Carolina  pink  granite, 
and  consists  of  a  base,  sub-base,  and  flat  die  block,  with  a  moulded  and 
carved  cap.  In  the  face  of  the  die  block  is  inserted  a  bronze  tablet  7 
feet  8  inches  by  3  feet  8  inches.  This  shows  a  female  figure  of  more 
than  life  size.  This  figure  is  described  by  the  sculptor  thus:  "A  digni- 
fied meditative  figure  showing  respect  and  sorrow,  is  represented  as 
having  come  to  the  graves  and  having  recorded  the  historical  facts 
upon  a  shield,  is  honoring  the  graves  with  the  laurel  and  palm." 

Two  small  stones  are  shown  at  the  lower  part  of  the  tablet,  in- 
dicating the  graves  of  soldiers  and  sailors.  In  the  background  is  indi- 
cated the  soldiers  of  France  marching  away,  having  left  their  dead  on 
our  shores.  Shipping  is  also  indicated  in  low  relief.  The  tablet  was 
cast  by  the  Roman  Bronze  Works  of  Williamsburg,  N.  Y.  At  the  base 
of  the  tablet  is  this  inscription:  "Erected  April  19,  1911,  by  The  Sons 
of  the  Revolution."  Inserted  in  the  base  is  the  seal  of  the  Society  in 
bronze. 
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The  entire  monument  is  12  feet  10  inches  high. 

The  cost  of  the  monument  and  tablet  was  fixed  at  $2,500.  The  en- 
closing wall,  and  the  clearing  up  and  preparation  of  the  ground  will 
add  to  that  sum,  over  $200,  but  the  exact  cost  cannot  be  determined  at 
this  date. 

It  is  with  profound  sorrow  that  the  Committee  has  to  report  the 
death  of  one  of  our  number,  Mr.  J.  Harry  Lee,  which  occurred  on  Jan- 
uary 25th  last.  Mr.  Lee  had  taken  a  most  active  interest  in  the  work 
from  its  inception,  and  it  is  largely  due  to  his  efforts  that  it  has  been 
brought  to  such  a  successful  termination.  He  looked  forward  with 
anticipation,  to  the  time  for  the  unveiling,  and  he  is  sadly  missed  from 
among  us. 

Eespectfully  submitted, 

J.  Appleton  Wilson, 

Secretary. 

Talbot  Olyphant, 

Chairman. 

At  the  last  Triennial  Meeting  of  the  General  Society  of  the  Sons 
of  the  Eevolution,  held  at  Washington  in  April,  1908,  the  following 
resolution  was  adopted: 

(1)  That  the  placing  of  a  suitable  monument  at  Annapolis,  Md., 
to  mark  the  graves  of  the  French  soldiers  and  sailors  buried  there,  and 
who  gave  their  lives  for  our  common  Country  in  the  War  of  the  Eevolu- 
tion, is  an  undertaking  for  the  united  Societies,  thus  making  it  a  monu- 
ment to  France,  erected  by  the  descendants  of  those  to  whom  the 
French  gave  such  valuable  assistance  in  the  great  struggle  for  inde- 
pendence. 

(2)  That  the  State  Societies  are  recommended  to  take  steps  neces- 
sary to  the  erection  of  such  a  monument,  should  the  State  Societies 
express  their  desire  to  join  each  other  in  such  an  undertaking  and 
render  its  execution  practicable.  It  is  also  recommended  that,  if  pos- 
sible, the  work  be  completed  within  the  next  three  years,  IN  OEDEE 
THAT  DEDICATION  CEREMONIES  MIGHT  TAKE  PLACE  DUR- 
ING THE  TEIENNIAL  MEETING  OF  THE  GENEEAL  SOCIETY 
IN  1911. 
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In  accordance  with  the  above  resolutions,  the  president  appointed  a 
committee  of  seven,  with  Mr.  Talbot  Olyphant,  of  New  York,  as  Chair- 
man. It  is  evident  that  the  character  of  the  memorial  will  be  gov- 
erned entirely  by  the  amount  raised,  and  that  the  first  endeavor  of  the 
Committee  must  be  to  find  out  how  much  the  State  Societies  are  willing* 
to  contribute  to  this  object.  With  this  end  in  view,  the  Committee 
make  this  appeal;  as  a  matter  of  suggestion  only,  it  has  been  thought 
that  a  basis  of  fifty  cents  per  member  would  yield  an  amount  sufficient 
to  erect  a  memorial  which  will  worthily  represent  the  Society.  The 
erection  of  this  monument  at  Annapolis,  in  and  around  which  cluster 
so  many  incidents  and  memories  of  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  and 
where  is  located  the  U.  S.  Naval  Academy,  give  to  it  a  national  char- 
acter. It  is  in  commemoration  of  these  noble-hearted  French  allies 
who  gave  their  lives  that  this  should  be  a  "Free,  Independent  and 
Sovereign  Nation."  Will  you  kindly  present  this  matter  to  your  So- 
ciety and  endeavor  to  obtain  as  large  a  sum  as  possible,  in  cash  or  good 
subscriptions,  which  may  be  payable  during  the  next  two  years!  The 
object  is  certainly  a  most  worthy  one,  and  the  Committee  hope  for  a 
generous  response.  The  dedication  ceremonies,  on  which  occasion  all 
members  who  are  able  should  attend,  can  be  made  the  most  interesting 
and  impressive  in  the  history  of  the  Society. 

All  cash  or  subscriptions  should  be  sent  to  J.  Appleton  Wilson, 
Secretary,  800  Law  Building,  Baltimore. 

Talbot  Olyphant,  New  York,  Chairman. 
Joseph  Granville  Leach,  Philadelphia, 
William  Gordon  McCabe,  Richmond,  Va. 
William  Libbey,  Princeton,  N.  J. 
Henry  Cadle,  Bethany,  Mo. 
Henry  Dexter  Warren,  Boston,  Mass. 
W.  Hall  Harris,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Julian  Henry  Lee,  Baltimore,  Md. 
J.  Appleton  Wilson,  Secretary. 
April,  1909. 

Mr.  Olyphant  :  I  want  to  say  that  we  are  indebted  to  the  Mary- 
land Society  for  the  thought,  the  expression  of  which  so  beautifully, 
sympathetically  and  artistically  is  portrayed  in  the  monument  which 
we  dedicated  yesterday.     When  we  dedicate  a  monument  or  place  a  tab- 
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let  it  is  just  as  well  that  we  should  know  what  we  are  doing  and  what 
is  our  authority  for  so  doing.  I  hold  in  my  hand  some  extracts  of 
books,  &c. ;  they  are  facts  supporting  the  burial  of  the  French  soldiers 
and  sailors  in  the  St.  John's  College  campus  at  Annapolis,  Maryland. 


FACTS    SUPPORTING   THE   MATTER   OF   THE   BURIAL   OF 
FRENCH  SOLDIERS  AND  SAILORS  ON  THE 
ST.  JOHN'S  COLLEGE  CAMPUS  AT 
ANNAPOLIS,  MARYLAND. 

E.  S.  Riley,  "Ancient  City,"  page  304. 

In  1744  the  "College  Green,"  containing  four  acres  of  ground,  was 
conveyed  by  Stephen  Bordley  to  Gov.  Thos.  Bladen,  who  projected  the 
central  building,  now  McDowell  Hall.  ' '  This  green  had  been  occupied 
before  this  time,  and  has  always  been  a  place  of  assembly,  or  for  public 
meetings,  and  would  naturally  have  been  used  for  an  encampment. 
During  the  Revolution  it  was  probably  the  only  large  open  tract  suitable 
for  such  a  purpose  in  the  town.  Ridgely  in  his  ' Annals  of  Annapolis ' 
on  page  194,  says  that  Lafayette  was  there  with  his  troops,  in  March 
and  April,  1781.  On  page  197,  "a  fleet  of  transports  arrived  with  the 
artillery,  grenadiers  and  light  troops  of  the  allied  army  from  the  head 
of  Elk,  September  12,  1781,  and  on  the  18th  about  4,000  French  troops, 
with  a  train  of  artillery,  arrived  on  their  way  from  the  North  of  Vir- 
ginia. At  this  time  the  frigates  ' Romulus, '  '  Gentile/  and  several 
other  French  vessels  were  anchored  off  the  harbour."  On  page  243  he 
says,  "The  College  Green  in  the  Revolutionary  War  was  used  for  the 
encampment  of  the  French  Army.  Traces  of  these  encampments  still 
(1841)  remain  and  render  it  an  object  of  touching  interest;  parts  of  it 
exhibit  mounds  raised  to  those  who  died  in  service,  and  though  no 
1  storied  urn'  designates  the  spot  where  the  remains  of  any  disting- 
uished warrior  repose,  all  being  indiscriminately  inhumed,  yet  the  in- 
terest of  their  fate  is  undiminished  by  this  circumstance."  Judge  A. 
B.  ITagner  of  Washington,  who  lived  for  many  years  at  Annapolis,  says, 
"It  cannot  be  doubted  that  some  of  the  various  parties  of  French  in 
their  several  encampments,  must  have  died  there,  and  the  vacant  land 
surrounding  the  College  buildings  would  naturally  have  been  used  from 
time  to  time  for  their  interment."     About  1880,  Mr.  Frank  B.  Maver, 
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than  whom  no  one  had  a  more  intimate  knowledge  of  the  history  and 
traditions  of  the  place,  made  a  plan  of  the  Campus  with  a  view  of 
improving  it.  He  made  the  French  soldiers  graves,  as  they  were  then 
called,  at  the  rear  of  the  Campus,  the  center  of  radiating  paths,  and 
the  plat  is  still  in  existence.  The  local  improvement  society  took  up 
the  work  to  the  extent  of  planting  a  circle  of  trees  around  the  grave 
stones  which  at  that  time  were  broken  off  near  the  ground,  and  they 
so  remained  until  the  boys  destroyed  every  vestige  of  the  trees,  and 
a  football  field  was  laid  off  at  the  spot,  and  the  land  was  regraded  so 
that  18  inches  of  earth  was  covered  over  the  graves,  and  they  cannot 
now  be  definitely  located. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Randall  of  Annapolis  says :  4 '  Such  perfectly  reliable  peo- 
ple as  my  father,  whose  memory  went  back  to  the  War  of  1812,  and 
whose  father  was  living  here  at  the  time  of  the  French  encampment, 
has  frequently  pointed  them  (the  stones)  out  to  me,  declaring  that  they 
represented  officers'  graves,  whereas  the  privates  who  died  in  the  camp 
hospital  were  buried  in  trenches  or  pits.  When  a  railroad  switch  was 
put  through  the  property  eight  years  ago,  a  number  of  human  remains 
were  disinterred  and  reburied,  but  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  there  was  noth- 
ing to  identify  the  remains." 

Professor  Marion,  of  the  IT.  S.  Naval  Academy,  in  his  "Paul 
Jones"  says  on  page  81:  "The  journal  of  Baron  von  Closen,  aide-de 
camp  of  General  de  Rochambeau,  Vol.  II,  states  that  M.  de  Lafayette 
had  placed  his  army  in  front  of  the  City,  between  the  two  creeks,  where 
he  was  obliged  to  remain  for  some  time  to  await  the  result  of  the  project 
of  disembarking  the  troops  of  M.  le  Marquis  de  Viomenil,  which  the 
fleet  of  M.  Detouches  was  to  bring  from  Newport  in  March,  1781." 

There  is  no  question  about  the  fact  that  tradition  has  always  placed 
the  graves  of  the  French  soldiers  in  the  rear  of  St.  John's  College 
Campus,  and  with  the  mass  of  corroborative  evidence  the  facts  are  as 
well  established  as  anything  happening  130  years  ago  can  be  at  this 
late  date. 

The  base  and  cornerstone  of  the  monument  have  been  placed  as 
nearly  over  the  precise  spot  as  it  is  possible  to  locate  it. 

The  reason,  the  right;  why  should  we  place  monuments  or  tablets 
to  French  soldiers?    I  am  going  to  give  you  a  few  extracts  from  a 
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book  which  I  have  in  my  home  of  matters  which  transpired  in  the  time 
of  the  Revolution:  On  the  29th  of  November,  1781,  the  Continental 
Congress,  in  writing;  to  Louis  XVI  said: 

' '  i  We  mention  with  great  pleasure  the  zeal  and  ability  manifested 
by  the  Count  de  Kochambeau,  commanding  your  Majesty's  forces  in 
the  allied  army. 

'His  conduct  and  that  of  his  officers  under  him  merit  our  fullest 
approbation;  and  we  are  made  further  happy  by  the  perfect  harmony 
and  affection  which  have  subsisted  between  the  troops  of  the  two  na- 
tions.' 

In  the  congratulatory  address  to  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
France  (Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne)  on  the  birth  of  a  Dauphin,  presented 
19  June,  1782,  by  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  by  the  general  and 
other  officers  of  the  American  Army  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson,  the 
foil  owing  paragraph  occurs : 

'The  blood  freely  offered  on  both  sides,  and  which  was  spilt  in 
the  same  trench,  and  often  mixed  in  a  common  stream,  for  the  support 
of  those  rights  which  are  interesting  to  the  feelings  of  humanity  and 
the  privileges  of  freemen,  is  such  a  cement  of  the  friendship  of  the  two 
nations,  as  nothing  but  a  departure  from  the  principles  of  the  Union 
which  Heaven  avert,  can  ever  dissolve.' 

In  an  official  communication  in  1784  from  the  General  Society  of 
the  Cincinnati,  subscribed  by  President-General,  His  Excellency,  Gen- 
eral Washington,  to  the  members  of  the  Society  in  France,  the  General 
Society  said: 

'To  you,  Gentlemen,  let  it  be  sufficient  that  your  merits  and  serv- 
ices are  indelibly  impressed  upon  the  heart  of  a  whole  nation,  and  that 
your  names  and  actions  can  never  be  lost  in  oblivion.' 

It  is  a  great  thing  to  have  ancestors,  but  it  is  not  so  much  what 
we  think  of  them  as  what  they  would  think  of  us.  That  is  the  true 
philosophy  of  turning  a  revered  and  distinguished  ancestry  to  ac- 
count." 

And  thus  we  see  the  view  which  our  ancestors  took  of  those  with 
whom  they  fought  side  by  side,  and  as  stated,  their  blood  was  com- 
mingled in  one  common  flow. 
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I  have  only  to  add  that  in  view  of  the  fact  that  there  are  some 
matters  respecting  this  monument  to  be  completed,  I  would  move,  if  it 
is  the  pleasure  of  the  convention,  that  the  committee  be  continued  to 
complete  the  work  as  it  is  necessary  to  do  it  to  have  it  in  form,  and  to 
report  at  the  next  general  convention. 

One  thing  which  I  omitted,  which  I  think  you  will  all  be  very 
glad  to  know,  and  that  is,  that  we  have  received  a  letter  from  Professor 
Marion  of  the  United  States  Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis,  addressed 
to  Mr.  Harris,  written  this  month,  in  which  he  says : 

"I  beg  to  inform  you  that  I  have  received  a  letter  from  Monsieur 
Eulart,  the  Director  of  the  Trocadero  Museum  of  Comparative  Sculp- 
ture of  Paris,  to  whom  I  had  sent  a  photograph  of  the  monument  ex- 
ecuted by  Mr.  Maxwell  Miller.  M.  Eulart  speaks  of  it  in  the  most 
eulogistic  terms  and  congratulates  the  artist  on  the  conception  and 
execution  of  his  work,  which  he  considers  original,  graceful  and  of 
excellent  taste  and  worthy  in  every  respect  of  the  occasion  and  the 
sentiments  it  represents. 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  convey  to  you  the  opinion  of  one 
of  the  foremost  judges  and  art  critics,  whose  favorable  comments  ought 
to  be  most  gratifying  to  the  artist  and  to  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee. " 

All  of  which  I  respectfully  submit  on  behalf  of  the  committee. 
(Applause.) 

The  Vice-Peesident  :  You  have  heard  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Olyphant  that  the  committee  appointed  upon  the  monument  to  the 
French  Soldiers  and  Sailors  be  continued,  to  report  at  the  next  meeting 
of  the  General  Society. 

Said  motion  was  then  duly  seconded  and  unanimously  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Publication  of  the  National  Ar- 
chives relating  to  the  War  of  the  Eevolution  having  been  called  for,  and 
Chairman  Blaine  not  being  present,  Captain  W.  Gordon  McCabe  of 
Virginia  said: 

"As  a  member  of  that  Committee  I  rise  to  say  that  something 
ought  to  be  done  with  that  committee.  It  ought  to  be  either  dis- 
charged or  continued;  we  are  in  sight  of  the  goal  and  I  suggest  a  con- 
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tinuance  of  the  committee.  To  appoint  a  new  committee  might  en- 
danger the  work  this  committee  has  already  done.  Mr.  Blaine  has 
worked  hard  and  faithfully  upon  it;  I  therefore  move  a  continuance 
of  that  committee,  and  that  Senate  Bill  No.  271,  which  is  presented  here- 
with, be  referred  to  them. ' ' 

Said  motion  having  been  duly  seconded  was  unanimously  adopted. 

It  was  then  directed  that  the  report  of  said  committee  prepared 
by  General  Holdridge  0.  Collins  and  filed  this  day  be  printed. 

Said  report  is  as  follows : 

EEPOET  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  PUBLICATION  OF  THE 
NATIONAL  AECHIVES  RELATING  TO  THE  REVOLUTION. 

A  history  of  the  efforts  of  this  General  Society,  Sons  of  the  Revo-, 
lution,  up  to  the  time  of  the  tri-ennial  meeting  of  April,  1908,  to  secure 
the  publication  of  the  National  Archives  relating  to  the  War  of  the 
Revolution  is  to  be  found  in  the  "  Excerpt  of  the  meeting  held  in  Bos- 
ton, April  19,  1899"  and  in  the  Reports  of  the  Historian  presented 
April,  1899 ;  April  19,  1905,  and  April  28,  1908,  published  in  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  regular  tri-ennial  meetings  on  those  dates. 

At  the  tri-ennial  meeting  on  April  28,  1908,  the  following  Preamble 
and  Resolution  were  unanimously  adopted,  to  wit: 

Whereas,  The  Government  of  the  United  States  has  never  pub- 
lished the  Correspondence,  Orders,  Returns  and  Muster  Rolls  of  the 
Officers,  Soldiers,  Sailors  and  Marines,  and  other  public  documents  re- 
lating to  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  which  are  on  file  in  the  depart- 
ments of  State.  Treasury,  War,  Navy  and  Interior. 

Be  it  Resolved,  That  the  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution 
most  heartily  approves  of,  and  recommends  their  publication  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  and  in  addition  thereto,  publish  all  matters  of  a 
similar  character,  that  is  contained  in  the  records  of  the  original  Thir- 
teen Colonies,  so  as  to  make  a  complete  and  connected  history  of  that 
most  glorious  period. 

Be  it  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary-General  of  this  Society  notify 
each  State  Society  of  the  action  taken  by  the  General  Society  in  this 
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matter,  and  request  each  State  Society  that  has  not  already  taken  ac- 
tion to  do  so,  and  to  use  its  influence  as  a  State  Society  and  through  its 
individual  members,  to  secure  an  appropriation  by  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  of  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  to  defray  the  expense  of 
collecting,  collating  and  publishing  the  documents,  correspondence, 
records  and  papers  relating  to  the  Eevolutionary  period. 

Be  it  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent-General, to  prepare  a  memorial  on  this  subject  to  be  presented 
to  Congress,  and  asking  for  an  appropriation  to  carry  the  foregoing 
resolution  into  effect. 

Pursuant  to  said  Resolutions,  the  following  named  gentlemen  were 
selected  to  compose  said  Committee:  John  E.  Blaine,  Ohio;  Hold- 
ridge  0.  Collins,  California,  William  G.  McCabe,  Virginia ;  Clarence  W. 
Bowen,  New  York,  and  Walter  F.  Brown,  Illinois. 

At  the  time  of  the  appointment  of  this  Committee  I  was  in  Europe 
and  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  participate  in  any  of  the  deliberations 
of  the  Committee  until  after  my  return,  in  the  following  December, 
when  I  entered  into  communication  with  Mr.  Blaine,  the  Chairman. 

Senator  Frank  P.  Flint  of  California,  who  had  agreed  to  intro- 
duce, and  urge  the  passage,  in  the  United  States  Senate  of  such  a  bill 
as  we  might  prepare,  had  suggested  that  his  work  in  this  behalf  would 
be  greatly  assisted  if  all  the  State  Societies  would  adopt  memorials 
urging  Congress  to  pass  a  law  for  the  publication  of  these  Archives, 
certified  copies  of  which  memorials  he  could  place  before  the  Senate, 
and  therefore  this  Committee  first  gave  its  attention  to  the  securing 
of  such  action  by  our  several  Societies. 

The  homes  of  the  several  members  of  the  Committee  being  so 
widely  separated,  it  was  impossible  for  us  to  meet,  and  our  delibera- 
tions were  conducted  by  correspondence,  but  under  the  able  leadership 
of  Mr.  Blaine,  a  mode  of  procedure  was  adopted,  and  a  Circular  letter 
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was  formulated  and  transmitted  to  each  Society  in  the  United  States. 
That  Circular  Letter  was  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Please  Give  This  Prompt  Attention. 
To  the  Societies  of 
Sons  of  the  Revolution 

IN  THE 

United  States  of  America. 

Whereas,  The  General  Society,  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  at  its  Tri- 
ennial Meeting  held  in  Washington  City,  April  27th  and  28th,  1908, 
unanimously  adopted  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions,  to  wit: 

Here  follow  the  Preamble  and  Resolution  and  the  names  of  the 
gentlemen  appointed  to  compose  the  Committee  as  above  set  forth,  and 
continue,  viz. : 

The  earnest  attention  of  your  Society  is  asked  to  the  accompanying 
Memorial,  which  has  been  unanimously  adopted  by  the  above  named 
Committee,  and  credit  for  the  preparation  of  which  (with  but  slight 
change)  is  due  the  California  Society. 

The  attainment  of  the  end  designated  in  this  Memorial  is  of  such 
value,  not  only  to  the  patriots  of  to-day,  but  to  all  future  generations 
as  well,  that  we  believe  it  only  necessary  to  point  out  the  road  which 
in  our  judgment  will  lead  to  success,  to  receive  the  earnest  support 
of  every  Son  of  the  Revolution. 

We  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  outside  the  limits 
of  the  original  Thirteen  Colonies,  there  are  no  official  or  public  records, 
relating  to  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  and  to  the  great  mass  of  citizens 
whose  homes  are  established  elsewhere  throughout  the  States,  and  es- 
pecially to  those  in  the  remote  States,  the  obtaining  of  exact  informa- 
tion, and  of  copies  of  rolls  and  records  in  this  behalf,  is  a  labor  in- 
volving much  time,  expense  and  patience. 

This  movement  is  not  inaugurated  from  any  selfish  motive  of 
convenience  to  any  individuals,  parties  or  societies,  nor  in  the  interest 
of  any  particular  section  of  our  great  Country.  It  is  for  the  com- 
pletion of  our  National  historical  records  and  for  the  collection  and 
preservation  of  invaluable  papers  and  documents  covering  the  most 
interesting  period  of  our  Country's  history. 
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If  the  desirability  of  the  publication  of  the  Government  Archives, 
relating  to  the  Kevolution,  in  a  manner  similar  to  the  publication  of  the 
records  of  the  Civil  War,  is  not  apparent  without  argument,  our  at- 
tempts in  this  regard  will  be  futile. 

Hundreds  of  bills  for  the  enactment  of  new  laws  are  introduced 
during  every  session  of  Congress,  and  a  large  number  of  these  receive 
no  action  by  reason  of  their  being  placed  at  the  foot  of  the  calendar. 

It  is  important  for  the  success  of  this  movement  that  a  bill  for  an 
act  to  secure  the  publication  of  these  Archives  be  introduced  early  in 
the  first  regular  session  of  the  present  Congress  and,  therefore,  we 
urge  upon  you  speedy  action  upon  this  Memorial. 

We  are  aware  that  our  Societies  do  not  have  many  meetings  during 
the  year  and  that  it  is  sometimes  difficult,  or  inconvenient,  to  call  the 
members  together  upon  short  notice,  and  we  suggest  that  if  it  shall  be 
impossible  at  the  present  time,  to  hold  a  meeting  of  your  Society,  you 
convene  your  Board  of  Managers  and  formally  adopt  the  enclosed 
Memorial. 

The  Hon.  Frank  P.  Flint,  United  States  Senator  from  California, 
an  enthusiastic  member  of  the  California  Society,  has  volunteered  to 
take  charge  of  this  matter  in  the  Senate  and  advocate  the  enactment  of 
a  law  embracing  the  points  set  forth  in  this  Memorial.  Mr.  Flint  has 
suggested  that  a  strong  factor  in  this  work  would  be  the  adoption  by 
the  several  State  Societies  of  a  Memorial,  such  as  the  one  herewith 
transmitted,  and  that  a  duly  certified  copy  thereof  be  presented  with 
the  Bill  for  the  Act,  when  it  shall  be  introduced. 

As  this  Committee  will  have  a  bill  prepared,  covering  all  the  points 
of  the  Memorial,  it  hereby  urges  you  to  transmit  to  Mr.  Blaine,  the 
Chairman  (Cincinnati,  Ohio),  a  certified  copy  of  your  action,  at  the 
earliest  time  possible. 

We  also  suggest  that  a  similarly  officially  signed  and  certified  copy 
be  delivered  to  the  United  States  Senators  and  Eepresentatives  in  Con- 
gress from  your  State  and,  that  your  members  and  their  friends  be 
earnestly  requested  to  use  their  individual  influence  in  urging  upon  your 
National  Eepresentatives  the  necessity  of  their  favoring  this  cause  in 
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Congress  in  such  way  as  may  be  most  conducive  to  secure  the  legisla- 
tion desired. 

Sincerely  yours, 

John  Ewing  Blaine, 
Holdridge  0.  Collins, 
W.  Gordon  McCabe, 
Clarence  Winthrop  Bowen, 
Walter  Frazee  Brown, 
Committee. 

Enclosed  with  each  Circular  Letter  was  a  printed  draft  of  a  Mem- 
orial of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  to  wit : 

To  the  Honorable, 

The  Senators  and  Eepresentatives 

of  THE 

United  States  oe  America, 

In  Congress  Assembled. 

Your  Petitioners  respectfully  represent  that  the  unpublished  Ar- 
chives of  the  United  States  government,  relating  to  the  War  of  the 
Revolution,  have  never  been  assembled  into  one  collection,  but  that 
they  are  now  distributed  throughout  the  several  Public  Departments 
and,  owing  to  past  neglect  and  present  lack  of  proper  care,  many  val- 
uable documents  have  been  mutilated  and  destroyed,  and  those  remain- 
ing are  rapidly  becoming  illegible. 

Never  before,  in  the  history  of  the  Nation  has  there  prevailed  so 
universal  and  eager  a  desire  to  know  the  contents  of  these  records, 
which  contain  information  not  elsewhere  to  be  found,  but  which,  in  their 
present  condition,  are  of  no  practical  use  to  the  country. 

The  necessity  for  absolute  accuracy  in  the  history  of  that  heroic 
struggle  for  freedom,  as  well  as  justice  to  those  who,  in  some  capacity 
or  other  gave  their  all  for  the  cause  of  liberty,  require  that  the  story 
of  their  sacrifices  and  their  patriotism  shall  no  longer  be  kept  among 
the  inaccessible  Archives  of  the  government,  but  that  it  shall  become  the 
official  basis  for  a  hisitory  of  that  period,  more  complete  than  has  yet 
been  written. 
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Wherefore  your  Petitioners  pray  that  laws  may  be  passed  by  Con- 
gress, which  shall  provide  for  the  publication  of  all  the  Archives  of 
the  government  relating  to  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  in  a  manner 
similar  to  that  of  the  Official  Records  of  the  Civil  War :  That  measures 
be  adopted  for  the  including  in  such  publication  transcripts  from  the 
records  of  the  original  THIRTEEN  STATES  relating  particularly  to 
Muster  Rolls  of  Officers,  Soldiers,  Sailors  and  Marines  not  embraced 
in  the  government  collection. 

The  above  Memorial  was  unanimously  adopted  by  the 

Society  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  the day 

of ,  1910. 

Given  under  our  hands  in  the  City  of , 

State  of ,  this day  of 

1910. 


President, Society, 

Sons  of  the  Revolution. 


Secretary. 
Attach  seal  if  you  use  one. 

We  regret  to  report  that  the  responses  to  this  Circular  Letter  were 
very  much  delayed  and  up  to  June,  1910,  only  the  following  States  had 
complied  with  the  suggestion  of  the  Committee,  viz. :  Massachusetts, 
Rhode  Island,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Georgia, 
Missouri,  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan,  Colorado,  North 
Dakota,  Washington  and  California. 

The  States  neglecting  to  accede  to  the  request  of  the  Committee 
were  New  Hampshire,  Connecticut,  Pennsylvania,  District  of  Columbia, 
West  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Alabama,  Florida, 
Texas,  Arkansas,  Tennessee,  Minnesota,  Iowa  and  Montana. 
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In  justice  to  Pennsylvania  it  is  proper  to  report  that  that  State 
had  promptly  adopted  this  Memorial  and  had  so  informed  this  Com- 
mittee, but  by  an  oversight,  had  not  sent  to  us  a  certified  copy  of  its 
action. 

In  the  meanwhile,  a  Bill  had  been  prepared,  of  which  the  following 
is  a  copy,  to  wit : 

A  BILL 
To  provide  for  the  Printing  of  Revolutionary  Records. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled. 

That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and 
directed  to  complete  the  collection,  indexing  and  compilation  of  the 
records  and  documents  relating  to  the  Revolutionary  War,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Act  of  Congress  approved  July  27th,  eighteen  hundred 
and  ninety- two  (Twenty-seventh  Statutes  at  Large,  page  two  hundred 
and  seventy-five)  and  the  Sundry  Civil  Act  approved  August  18th, 
eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-four  (Twenty-eighth  Statutes  at  Large, 
page  four  hundred  and  three),  and  that  he  publish  all  the  archives 
of  the  government  relating  to  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  so  collected, 
indexed  and  compiled,  in  a  manner  similar  to  that  of  the  official  records 
of  the  civil  war;  that  he  include  also  in  such  publication  (provided 
the  consent  of  the  States  interested  can  be  obtained  transcripts  from 
the  records  of  the  original  Thirteen  States  relating  particularly  to 
muster  rolls  of  officers,  soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines  not  embraced  in 
the  government  collection. 

Sec.  2.  That  there  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the  purposes  of  this 
Act,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
thirty  thousand  dollars. 

The  foregoing  Bill,  numbered  26654,  was  introduced  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  on  June  8,  1910,  by  the  Hon.  J.  Van  Vechten  Olcott 
of  New  York,  a  member  of  the  New  York  Society;  and  in  the  Senate, 
numbered  8606,  on  June  9,  1910,  by  Senator  Frank  P.  Flint,  a  member 
of  the  California  Society  and  by  the  House  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Appropriation,  and  by  the  Senate  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing. 
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In  view  of  the  solemnly  declared  wishes  of  the  General  Society 
and  the  unanimous  endorsement  thereof  by  a  majority  of  the  State 
Societies,  together  with  the  hearty  concurrence  therewith  by  other 
hereditary  patriotic  Societies  with  purposes  similar  to  ours,  and  per- 
sons of  influence,  erudition  and  students  of  the  history  of  our  Country, 
whose  habitats  were  located  all  over  the  United  States,  the  gentlemen 
of  this  Committee  were  astounded  to  learn  that  there  was  opposition 
to  this  movement.  Attacks  upon  it  were  commenced  and  representa- 
tions were  made  tending  to  influence  members  of  Congress  to  defeat  the 
enactment  of  our  Bill  into  a  law. 

The  Act  of  Congress,  approved  August  18, 1894,  to  which  reference 
is  made  in  the  Bills  introduced  in  this  behalf,  hereinbefore  set  forth, 
contained  these  words,  viz. : 

"All  military  records,  such  as  muster  and  pay  rolls,  orders  and 
reports  relating  to  the  personnel  or  the  operations  of  the  armies  of  the 
Revolutionary  War  and  of  the  War  of  Eighteen  Hundred  and  Twelve, 
wow  in  any  of  the  Executive  Departments,  shall  be  transferred  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  be  preserved,  indexed  and  prepared  for  publica- 
tion." 

In  a  formal  communication,  a  gentlemen  of  exalted  position  in  his 
State,  among  other  things  wrote  in  regard  to  our  Memorial  to  Con- 
gress, as  follows,  to  wit : 

"Some  of  its  statements  are  not  correct.  To  say  that  the  un- 
published archives  of  our  government  relating  to  the  history  of  th^ 
Revolution  are  now  distributed  throughout  the  several  public  depart- 
ments is  a  statement  that  might  pass  muster,  although  in  reality  I  do 
not  think  there  is  anything  outside  the  State,  War  and  Navy  Building 
on  the  one  hand  and  the  Library  of  Congress  on  the  other." 

This  gentlemen,  in  the  same  sentence  denies  the  correctness  of  our 
allegation,  which  was  made  on  the  authority  of  the  above  cited  Act  of 
Congress,  and  immediately  thereafter  admits  its  truth. 

The  gentleman  was  also  very  solicitous,  lest  we  hurt  the  tender 
feelings  of  the  employees  of  the  government,  in  writing — 

"I  think  that  it  might  also  awaken  susceptibilities  on  the  part  of 
the  custodians  to  speak  of  these  papers  as  '  among  the  inaccessible  ar- 
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chives  of  the  government, '  for  except  in  the  War  Department,  the  of- 
ficials take  particular  pains  to  make  them  accessible  to  all  enquirers, 
though  they  of  course  are  not  so  accessible  as  they  would  be  if  printed." 

I  am  surprised  at  these  childish  statements  as  to  their  accessibility. 
Are  they  accessible  to  you  in  Ohio,  in  Colorado,  to  us  in  California 
3000  miles  away,  or  to  anyone  outside  the  City  of  Washington,  and 
could  they  not  be  accessible  to  every  one  in  the  United  States  if  pub- 
lished and  distributed  to  libraries?  As  a  matter  of  fact,  in  my  own 
personal  experience  I  know  they  are  not  accessible  to  any  one  unless 
he  has  influential  political  backing.  In  a  memoir  of  a  gallant  servant 
of  this  Republic,  upon  which  I  was  engaged  for  a  considerable  period, 
I  had  the  most  exasperating  difficulty  in  obtaining  from  the  govern-, 
ment  records  at  Washington,  copies  of  documents  relating  to  his  career. 

This  gentleman  further  wrote : 

"I  also  think  that  it  would  be  a  great  mistake  for  the  federal 
government  to  spend  its  money  in  printing  from  the  archives  of  the 
original  thirteen  States  the  whole  or  part  of  their  muster  rolls  of 
officers,  soldiers  and  sailors.  Such  lists  are  of  use  to  genealogists, 
but  not  of  any  significant  value  to  real  history.  Far  too  much  money 
has  been  already  spent  by  the  States  in  publishing  these  long  lists  of 
names." 

The  very  documents  at  which  this  gentleman  sneers,  the  roster, 
muster  rolls  and  names  of  the  soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  Kevolution, 
which  the  acts  of  Congress,  above  cited,  contemplated  to  be  published 
are  the  very  particular  documents  which  not  only  our  Society  but 
every  descendant  in  the  United  States  of  a  soldier  or  sailor  of  the 
Revolution  who  looks  with  reverence  at  the  patriotic  services  of  his 
ancestor  desires  to  have  published.  To  say,  as  this  gentleman  does 
in  his  communication,  that  documents  in  vaults  and  basements,  packed 
in  boxes  and  loose  packages,  will  not  become  injured  and  defaced  with- 
out care,  is  so  contrary  to  the  experience  of  every  person  who  has 
delved  among  such  matter,  and  is  so  absurd,  that  I  need  not  dwell 
upon  such  an  assertion.  I  have  no  patience  with  the  imbecile  senti- 
mentality evolving  a  statement  that  a  great  national  patriotic  act,  de- 
sired by  the  whole  country,  should  not  be  performed  because  "it  might 
awaken  the  susceptibilities  on  the  part  of  the  custodians  to  speak  of 
these  papers  as  among  the  inaccessible  archives  of  the  government. 
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This  gentleman,  and  those  in  sympathy  with  him,  attacking  us 
with  the  foregoing  and  other  uneandid  and  insincere  statements  con- 
tained in  this  communication,  step  beyond  the  bounds  of  propriety, 
and  this  committee  does  not  hesitate  to  express  its  opinion  as  to  such 
acts,  not  only  emphatically  but  publicly,  and  we  have  felt  it  incumbent 
upon  us  to  state  these  circumstances  in  our  report,  not  only  as  show- 
ing some  of  the  obstacles  we  have  met,  but  as  being,  perhaps,  the  pre- 
dominant factor  which  prevented  our  bill  from  being  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations. 

The  knowledge  of  the  obstructions  being  placed  in  our  way  was 
somewhat  discouraging  to  this  committee,  but  after  a  discussion  among 
usy  by  correspondence,  of  these  circumstances,  we  came  to  the  unani- 
mous conclusion  to  prosecute  the  work  upon  the  original  plan  we  had 
adopted,  and  Mr.  Blaine  recommenced  a  most  strenuous  correspond- 
ence with  the  State  societies,  urging  their  prompt  and  energetic  action. 

In  April,  1910,  by  reason  of  his  ill-health,  Mr.  Blaine  was  com- 
pelled to  retire  from  all  business  matters,  and  in  the  following  July 
he  left  for  an  extended  trip  abroad,  turning  over  to  me  all  the  docu- 
ments in  his  possession  and  requesting  me,  as  Vice-Chairman,  to  pre- 
side in  the  deliberations  of  this  committee  over  the  matter  entrusted 
to  its  care. 

During  the  Summer  and  Autumn  of  1910  frequent  and  urgent  re- 
quests were  sent  to  those  States  which  had  neglected  to  comply  with 
the  suggestions  theretofore  made,  urging  them  to  adopt  our  memorial 
so  that  it  could  be  transmitted  to  Washington  with  the  memorial  of 
the  other  States,  but  only  Connecticut,  Pennsylvania,  Arkansas  and 
Montana  acted.  One  of  these  Societies,  on  November  19,  1910,  replie.d 
that  the  memorial  sent  was  discussed  at  its  last  Board  meeting  and 
the  matter  was  left  over  to  be  brought  up  at  the  meeting  of  the  Society 
which  would  occur  on  the  13th  of  December,  but  that  Society  has  kept 
silence  since  that  letter  of  November. 

On  December  6,  1910,  our  memorials  were  transmitted  to  Senator 
Flint  in  Washington,  who,  upon  their  receipt,  replied  that  he  would 
exert  all  his  influence  to  secure  the  enactment  of  our  bill,  and  Mr. 
Olcott  wrote  to  the  same  effect.  The  meeting  in  December,  1910,  was 
the  commencement  of  the   short  session  of  Congress,   which  ended 
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March  4,  1911,  and  the  passage  of  our  bill  depended  upon  a  speedy 
and  favorable  report  from  the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  for  the 
obtaining  of  which  Mr.  Olcott  devoted  his  best  efforts,  and  for  which 
this  Society  owes  him  hearty  thanks. 

On  January  16,  1911,  Mr.  Olcott  wrote  as  follows: 

"I  iam  very  much  afraid  that  it  will  not  be  possible  for  me  to  get 
this  bill  reported  out  of  the  committee.  The  work  that  has  piled  up 
in  this  last  session,  with  the  periodical  fights  over  the  rules  that  we 
have,  is  very  great.  There  is  a  bare  possibility  of  getting  the  bill 
reported  out  so  that  it  may  be  passed  on  one  of  the  suspension  days 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  session.    I  certainly  will  try  it." 

The  probable  fate  of  our  bill,  indicated  by  Mr.  Olcott,  became  a 
fact,  and  when  Congress  adjourned  on  March  4,  1911,  our  bill  lay  dead 
with  other  derelicts  in  the  pigeon-holes  of  the  defunct  Committee  on 
Appropriations. 

The  principle,  however,  is  not  dead.  It  has  a  vigorous  life,  and 
the  arguments  for  prosecution  to  a  successful  accomplishment  becomes 
stronger  and  of  a  more  convincing  character  the  more  it  is  discussed. 
At  this  day  newly-elected  members  of  the  Senate  and  House  have  been 
interviewed  and  promises  obtained  from  them  of  hearty  assistance 
in  securing  the  required  legislation.  At  an  early  day  after  the  con- 
vening of  Congress  in  December  another  bill  of  the  same  character 
as  the  one  which  has  failed  should  be  introduced  in  both  Senate  and 
House,  whereby  we  shall  have  two  years  in  which  to  labor  for  its 
enactment,  and  this  committee  believes  that,  with  perhaps  a  little  more 
active  work  with  their  members  of  Congress,  by  the  several  State 
Societies,  success  will  be  achieved  before  March  4,  1913,  the  date  of 
the  expiration  of  the  next  Congress. 

The  record  is  plain  and  unmistakable  that  this  Society,  Sons  of 
the  Revolution,  was  the  first  to  conceive  and  inaugurate  a  project  for 
the  publication  of  these  records,  that  movement  having  been  com- 
menced on  June  17,  1894,  by  our  members  in  California.  The  work 
has  been  prosecuted  during  the  last  seventeen  years  with  more  or  less 
vigor,  with  no  assistance  outside  the  limits  of  our  own  Society;  and 
as  we  have  the  credit  for  the  beginning  of  this  labor  of  patriotism,  so 
should  we  have  the  glory  of  carrying  it  to  a  successful  achievement. 
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We  recommend;  that  whether  this  committee  be  continued,  or  an- 
other appointed,  emphatic  instructions  and  authority  be  given  to  carry 
on  this  work,  and  to  neglect  no  possible  means  to  secure  the  enactment 
of  the  law  so  earnestly  desired  by  us  all. 

HOLDRIDGE    OZRRO   COLLINS, 

V  ice-Chairman. 
62d  CONGRESS 

1st  Session  S.  271 

IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 

April  6,  1911. 

Mr.  Wetmore  introduced  the  following  bill ;  which  was  read  twice 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

A  BILL 

To  authorize  the  compilation  of  the  military  and  naval  records  of  the 
Revolutionary  War  with  a  view  to  their  Publication. 

BE  IT  ENACTED  BY  THE  SENATE  AND  HOUSE  OF 
REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF 
AMERICA  IN  CONGRESS  ASSEMBLED. 

That  the  Secretary  of  War  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed 
to  collect  and  compile,  with  a  view  to  publication,  the  scattered 
military  records  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  collect  and  compile, 
with  a  view  to  publication  the  scattered  naval  records  of  the 
Revolutionary  War. 

Sec.  2.  That  all  such  records  in  the  possession  or  custody  of 
any  official  of  the  United  States  shall  be  transferred,  the  military 
records  to  the  War  Department  and  the  naval  records  to  the  Navy 
Department. 

Sec.  3.  That  there  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the  purposes 
of  this  Act,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated, fifty  thousand  dollars  for  the  War  Department  and  ten 
thousand  dollars  for  the  Navy  Department. 

Mr.  William  Stone  Abert  of  the  District,  of  Columbia  then  pre- 
sented and  read  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Protection  of  the 
American  Flag  from  desecration  as  follows: 
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EEPOET  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  PEOPOSED  LAW 
PUNISHING  DESECEATION  OF  THE  AMEEIOAN  FLAG. 

To  the  President  of  the  General  Society  Sons  of  the  Revolution: 

Your  Committee  begs  leave  to  report  that  they  have  made  careful 
investigation  of  the  status  of  the  proposed  law,  pending  before  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  punishing  the  offense  of 
desecration  of  the  American  Flag,  and  find  that  there  is  an  indisposi- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Committees  of  Congress  at  this  time  to  take 
action  thereon.  The  first  flag  bill  presented  to  our  National  legislature 
was  introduced  in  the  House  of  Eepresentatives  on  April  15,  1878, 
nearly  a  third  of  a  century  ago,  by  the  Honorable  Samuel  S.  Cox  of 
the  State  of  New  York.  But  the  bill  died  in  the  Committee,  as  have 
all  of  their  successors  since  that  time. 

While  the  flag  was  created  by  Act  of  Congress  in  the  year  1777 
no  action  has  yet  been  taken  by  Congress  providing  punishment  for 
individuals  who  desecrate  it. 

No  one  questions  the  patriotic  devotion  of  members  of  Congress 
to  our  Nation's  flag,  but  thus  far  appeals  to  that  body  have  proved 
unavailing  to  induce  the  committees  to  change  their  position  of  in- 
action. 

Respectful  consideration  has  always  been  paid  by  the  Committees 
of  the  United  States  Senate  and  House  of  Eepresentatives,  having  in 
charge  this  flag  legislation  to  the  patriotic,  sentimental  and  constitu- 
tional addresses  which  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  at  the  many 
hearings  which  have  been  granted  to  the  representatives  of  the  various 
patriotic  Societies. 

At  these  meetings  eloquent  addresses  were  made  by  patriotic  men 
a'nd  women,  members  and  representatives  of  the  Societies  of  Sons  of 
the  Eevolution,  Sons  of  the  American  Eevolution,  Daughters  of  the 
American  Eevolution,  represented  by  the  eloquent  Mrs.  George  T. 
Smallwood,  and  also  by  a  representative  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  and  of  the  American  Flag  Association. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  bill  which  passed  the  United  States 
Senate  was  drafted  by  a  Daughter  of  the  American  Eevolution. 

Congress  has  not  established  any  regulation  as  to  the  use  of  the 
flag,  except  that  contained  in  the  act  approved  February  20,  1905,  au- 
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thorizing  the  registration  df  trade-marks  used  in  commerce  with 
foreign  nations  and  among  the  States,  it  was  therein  provided  that  no 
mark  shall  be  refused  as  a  trade-mark  on  account  of  its  nature  "unless 
such  mark  consists  of  or  comprises  a  flag  or  coat  of  arms  or  other 
insignia  of  the  United  States  or  any  simulation  thereof,  or  of  any  State 
or  Municipality  or  of  any  foreign  nation. 

33  U.  S.  Statutes  at  Large  725. 

It  is  an  established  rule  of  the  office,  where  copyrights  are  recorded 
in  the  Library  of  Congress,  to  refuse  registration,  which  is  in  part  a 
picture  of  the  flag. 

The  Commissioner  of  Patents  patriotically  made  a  similar  ruling, 
and  before  there  was  any  statute  upon  the  subject,  declined  to  permit 
the  National  Flag  to  be  used  for  commercial  purposes,  as  part  of  a 
registered  trade-mark. 

In  the  State  of  Nebraska,  a  statute  was  passed  entitled  "Act  to 
prevent  and  punish  the  desecration  of  the  flag  of  the  United  States." 
In  violation  of  this  statute,  the  accused  party  exposed  for  public  view 
and  for  sale  a  bottle  of  beer,  on  which  for  the  purposes  of  advertise- 
ment was  printed  a  representation  of  the  flag.  Upon  the  trial  the 
defendant  was  found  guilty  and  fined.  He  took  his  case  by  writ  of 
error  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  which  sustained  the  constitu- 
tionality of  the  Flag  Law.  The  defendant  by  another  writ  of  error 
took  the  case  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  where  the 
validity  of  the  law  was  again  confirmed. 

The  case  was  decided  March  4,  1907,  and  is  reported  in  volume 
205  U.  S.  Eeports,  p.  34,  Halter  vs.  State  of  Nebraska.  In  rendering 
the  opinion  of  the  Court,  Mr.  Justice  Harlan  stated:  "Now  no  one 
can  be  said  to  have  the  right  secured  by  the  Constitution  to  use  the 
Country's,  flag  merely  for  purposes  of  advertising  articles  of  mer- 
chandise." There  are  two  States  in  which  the  constitutionality  of  such 
an  enactment  has  been  denied  viz. :  Illinois  and  New  York. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  Illinois  in  a  case  of  criminal  prosecution  of 
a  cigar  dealer  for  having  placed  an  advertisement  on  the  flag,  held  the 
law  invalid,  as  infringing  the  privileges  of  a  private  citizen  to  do 
business  as  he  pleased  and  held  that  it  was  not  a  proper  exercise  of 
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the  police  power  of  the  State  to  restrict  him.    See  185  111.  Rep.,  133, 
Ruhstrat  vs.  People. 

It  was  also  decided  in  this  case,  tliat  the  act  was  unconstitutional 
as  depriving  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  the  right  of  exercising  a 
privilege  impliedly,  if  not  expressly  granted  by  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion, as  unduly  discriminating  and  partial  in  its  character,  and  as 
infringing  the  personal  liberty  guaranteed  by  the  State  and  Federal 
Constitutions. 

In  the  other  case  it  was  decided  by  the  Court  of  Appeals  of  New 
York  that  the  statute  in  its  applications  to  articles  manufactured  and 
in  existence  when  it  went  into  operation,  was  in  violation  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  as  depriving  the  owner  of  property  without  due  process 
of  law,  and  as  taking  private  property  for  public  use  without  just  com- 
pensation, 178  N.  Y.,  Rep.,  425  People  vs.  Be  Carr.  In  the  State  of 
Georgia  there  is  a  law  preventing  the  use  of  the  State  Flag  for  adver- 
tising purposes;  but  in  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  to  a  member  of  our  Society,  he  stated  that  Georgia  can  not 
legislate  concerning  the  National  Flag.  Apparently  his  attention  has 
not  been  called  to  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  case  of 
Halter  vs.  Nebraska. 

It  appears  to  be  indisputable  that  as  Congress  had  the  power  to 
adopt  a  flag,  it  also  has  the  power  to  protect  it  from  desecration.  No 
matter  how  long  action  may  be  delayed,  the  question  must  ultimately 
go  to  Congress  for  securing  effective  legislation  for  properly  protect- 
ing the  American  flag. 

If  it  should  be  contended  that  Congress  has  no  power  to  pass  a 
law  which  shall  be  operative  in  the  States  or  in  any  place  or  territory 
except  the  same  is  under  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States,  the  question  can  be  readily  determined  by  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States. 

In  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  it  would  not  be  expedient  at  this 
time  to  urge  the  passage  by  Congress  of  a  law  punishing  the  desecra- 
tion of  the  American  Flag. 

William  Stone  Abert, 
Chairman. 

Mr.  Abert  then  said: 

The  reason  why  this  position  is  taken  is  because  the  committee 
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deems  that  it  cannot  accomplish  anything  in  the  way  of  going  before 
Congress.  The  only  suggestion  that  I  have  to  make  to  this  assembly  is 
that  some  action  be  taken  leading  to  the  steps  to  be  taken  in  the  home 
States  which  represent  this  Society,  to  urge  their  representatives  at 
home  to  advocate  the  passage  of  this  law.  These  gentlemen  are  in- 
active and  will  not  pass  a  law  for  their  own  reasons.  There  was  one 
gentleman  who  said,  I  believe,  that  he  did  not  care  if  the  flag  of  the 
United  States  were  wrapped  around  hams  and  sent  all  over  the  world. 
Another  gentleman  said  he  did  not  approve  of  this  movement.  He  was 
from  a  Western  State,  and  it  came  to  the  ears  of  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  'Revolution  and?  the  result  was  that  he  stayed  at  home. 
(Applause.) 

There  is  a  gentleman  in  Washington,  who  is  a  descendant  and 
relative  of  the  Honorable  S.  S.  Cox,  who  has  an  album  containing 
150  illustrations  of  the  desecration  of  the  American  Flag.  I  will  show 
you  a  few  of  them  and  I  hope  it  will  be  impressed  upon  the  minds  of 
the  delegates  and  cause  them  to  induce  their  home  States  to  act. 

Mr.  Albert  here  exhibited  several  pictures. 

The  Vice-President:  The  report  will  be  accepted  and  filed  in 
due  order. 

Dr.  Marcus  Benjamin,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Proper 
Method  of  Wearing  the  Insignia,  presented  the  following  report  which 
was  received  and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

Herewith  I  beg  to  submit  the  report  on  the  proper  wearing  of  rib- 
bons and  insignia,  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  resolution  adopted 
at  the  Triennial  Meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution, 
held  in  April,  1908. 

1.  The  rosette  should  be  worn  in  the  left  lapel  of  the  coat,  but 
never  in  the  overcoat.  WTiere  members  belong  to  several  orders  or  so- 
cieties having  rosettes,  choice  should  be  made  of  one  rosette;  more 
than  one  should  never  be  worn  at  a  given  time.  It  is  proper  to  wear 
rosettes  with  ordinary  house  or  street  dress.  No  rosette  of  any  order 
or  society  should  ever  be  worn  at  the  same  time  with  the  insignia. 

2.  Members  of  the  Society  may  wear  the  insignia  on  the  left  breast 
as  prescribed  in  the  Constitution.  But  it  is  recommended  that  when  the 
insignia  of  this  Society  is  used  together  with  the  insignia  of  other 
orders  or  societies  the  regulations  of  the  United  States  Government 
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for  army  officers  be  understood  as  applicable  to  civilians  also,  as 
follows:  "The  badges  are  to  be  worn  on  the  left  breast  of  the  coat, 
the  tops  of  the  ribbons  forming  a  horizontal  line,  the  outer  end  of 
which  shall  be  from  two  to  four  inches  (according  to  the  height  of  the 
wearer)  below  the  upper  line  of  the  shoulder."  It  may  be  added  for 
information,  that  the  Government  regulations  further  provide  that 
"the  ribbons  be  suspended  from  a  bar  of  metal  passed  through  the 
upper  ends,  and  attached  to  the  coat." 

3.  Persons  who  are  or  have  been  State  officers  are  entitled  to  wear 
the  insignia  suspended  from  ribbon  around  the  neck,  and  are  recom- 
mended for  the  dignity  of  the  Society  to  so  wear  it,  but  this  ribbon 
should  be  used  only  with  a  dress  suit  or  dress  uniform.  In  the  case 
of  a  dress  suit  the  insignia  should  be  drawn  up  to  within  an  in^h  of 
the  tie.  In  the  case  of  a  uniform  it  should  hang  close  to  the  opening 
of  the  military  collar. 

4.  Persons  who  are  or  have  been  General  officers  or  hold  or  have 
held  the  office  of  President  or  Vice-President  of  a  State  Society,  are 
entitled  to  wear  the  broad  ribbon  across  the  breast,  and  are  recom- 
mended for  the  dignity  of  the  Society  to  wear  it.  But  this  ribbon 
should  be  used  only  with  a  dress  suit  or  dress  uniform.  In  case  of  a 
dress  suit,  it  should  be  worn  under  the  waistcoat;  in  case  of  a  uniform, 
it  should  be  worn  over  the  coat.  It  is  recommended  that  the  neck  ribbon 
should  not  be  used  at  the  same  time  with  the  broad  ribbon.  When 
the  latter  is  worn,  the  insignia  may  be  suspended  from  the  left  breast, 
or  appended  to  the  broad  ribbon  where  the  latter  crosses  the  'hip. 

5.  The  prestige  and  influence  of  the  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the 
Revolution  depend  largely  upon  the  loyalty  of  its  members.  It  is  there- 
fore deemed  especially  important  that  every  member  should  possess 
and  should  use  on  all  suitable  occasions  the  emblems  and  insignia 
of  the  Society.  It  is  hoped  that  members  who  may  not  have  procured 
insignia  as  yet  will  do  so  as  soon  as  possible  Finally,  it  is  recom- 
mended that  on  all  public  patriotic  occasions  the  officers  and  members 
of  our  Society  shall  urge  that  proper  recognition  be  given  to  the 
representatives  of  the  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution. 

Very  respectfully, 

Marcus  Benjamin, 

Chairman. 
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The  Committee  on  Nominations  then  made  the  following  report : 

Your  Nominating  Committee  have  met,  and  in  considering  the 
situation  we  have  found  that  there  were  quite  a  number  of  changes 
necessitated,  first  by  the  death  of  our  former  President,  by  the  death  of 
our  General  Chaplain,  by  the  fact  that  Mr.  Montgomery,  for  many 
years  General  Secretary  of  this  Society,  has  felt  constrained  to  be 
asked  to  be  relieved  of  his  onerous  duties  in  that  capacity— and  he 
certainly  has  earned  a  vacation  (applause)— and  by  the  request  of 
Mr.  Walter  Gilman  Page,  our  General  Registrar,  to  be  relieved  of  fur- 
ther service  in  his  office  as  General  Eegistrar,  as  he  too  feels  that 
he  has  long  served  the  Society  and  that  it  is  interfering  with  his  busi- 
ness cares.    So  much  for  the  vacancies. 

Your  Committee  diligently  canvassed  the  situation,  and  after  ma- 
ture reflection,  and  a  desire  to  give  the  several  States  proper  repre- 
sentation among  the  general  officers,  and  at  the  same  time  place  before 
you  in  nomination  men  worthy  of  the  high  offices  in  the  gift  of  this 
convention,  would  report  that  they  recommend  for  election : 

For  General  President,  Hon.  Edmund  Wetmore  of  New  York. 

For  General  Vice-President,  James  Mortimer  Montgomery  of  New 
York. 

For  Second  General  Vice-President,  Hon.  John  Wingate  Weeks  of 
Massachusetts. 

For  General  Secretary,  Professor  William  Libbey  of  New  Jersey. 
For  Assistant  General  Secretary,  William  Hall  Harris,   Jr.,   of 
Maryland. 

For  General  Treasurer,  Richard  McCall  Cadwalader  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

For  Assistant  General  Treasurer,  Henry  Cadle  of  Missouri. 
For  General  Registrar,  Hon.  George  Eltweed  Pomeroy  of  Ohio. 
For  General  Historian,  Marshall  DeLancey  Haywood  of  North 
Carolina. 

For  General  Chaplain,  Rev.  Randolph  Harrison  McKim,  D.D.,  of 
Washington,  T).  C. 

Robert  Olyphant,   Chairman. 
William  M.  Hornor, 
John  B.  O'Meara, 
Charles  I.  Thayer, 
Jackson  W.  Sparrow. 
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Each  of  the  foregoing  nominations  was  received  with  applause. 
The  society  then  proceeded  to  the  election.  There  being  no  other 
nominations  upon  motion  duly  seconded,  the  nominations  were  closed. 

Upon  motion  duly  seconded  the  Secretary  was  authorized  to  cast 
the  ballot  of  the  Society  for  the  nominees  as  read ;  whereupon  the  Sec- 
retary announced  that  he  had  cast  the  ballot  under  the  instructions  of 
the  Society  and  that  the  following  officers  had  been  elected : 

The  Secretary  here  read  the  names  of  the  nominees  mentioned 
above. 

The  General  President  :  In  the  brief  time  that  is  left  us  I  will  take 
no  time  to  express  my  thanks  for  the  honor  you  have  conferred  upon 
me ;  it  would  take  a  great  while  to  do  so.  I  can  only  say,  it  seems  to  me 
that  no  man  is  great  enough  to  seek  this  office  on  his  own  account,  and 
every  man  should  be  loyal  enough  to  accept  it  if  it  is  given  to  him. 
I  will  do  the  best  I  can.     (Applause.) 

Mr.  Charles  I.  Thayer  of  Massachusetts  then  said: 

Mr.  President  and  gentlemen,  Mr.  Walter  Gilman  Page  has  served 
the  Society  faithfully  and  well  for  a  long  period  of  years.  Those  only 
who  have  been  brought  into  official  contact  with  him  know  how  well 
he  has  served  the  Society.  Now  he  desires  to  resign  this  office,  and 
his  successor  has  just  been  elected.  I  wish  to  offer  a  motion  that  his 
resignation  be  accepted  with  deep  regret  and  that  a  vote  of  thanks  be 
tendered  him  for  the  very  efficient  discharge  of  his  office  during  the 
past  nine  years. 

Said  motion  having  been  duly  seconded  was  unanimously  adopted. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Samuel  M.  Wilson  was  here  read 
and  was  duly  seconded  by  Captain  William  P.  Chamberlain  of  Ten- 
nessee. ^ 

Mr.  Wilson  said: 

The  General  Society  meets  so  seldom,  only  once  in  three  years, 
that  it  seems  to  be  obvious  that  some  action  should  be  taken  through- 
out that  period  to  keep  them  in  touch  with  the  central  organization. 
T  think  no  mistake  can  be  made  in  adopting  the  resolution  offered. 
Upon  the  suggestion  of  the  chair,  I  have  changed  the  resolution  as 
originally  proposed  which  imposed  these  duties  upon  the  General  Sec- 
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retary,  to  a  resolution  imposing  these  duties  upon  a  committee  to  be 
appointed  by  the  General  President,  and  the  expenses  of  this  com- 
mittee are  to  be  controlled  and  governed  entirely  by  the  condition  of 
our  treasury.  If  the  funds  are  available  for  the  purpose  then  the  com- 
mittee shall  act.  In  appointing  the  committee  I  think  the  President 
of  the  Society  may  have  an  eye  to  the  geographical  distribution  of  the 
State  Societies,  so  as  to  secure  one  member  on  this  committee  who  will 
have  control  of  a  certain  district  and  be  nearer  the  societies  in  his 
district. 

Mr.  0.  R.  Parry  of  Pennsylvania:  I  would  like  to  have  denned 
the  exact  authority  of  that  committee  that  the  chairman,  according  to 
the  motion,  is  to  appoint. 

The  resolution  was  then  read. 
After  which  Mr.  Parry  said : 

It  seems  to  me  where  a  resolution  is  as  important  as  that,  it  might 
be  well  to  have  the  feeling  of  the  General  Society  governing  it,  if 
any  one  wants  to  speak  about  it. 

The  General  President:    It  is  before  the  House  now. 

Mr.  Jackson  W.  Sparrow  of  Ohio:  There  are  societies  (and  I 
cnn  say  with  truthfulness  that  was  our  condition  in  Ohio  some  years, 
ago)  in  the  west  and  south  which  are  constantly  laboring  under  great 
disabilities.  It  is  not  like  your  eastern  societies  where  your  incentive 
for  patriotism  is  right  at  your  door,  but  the  incentives  in  a  great  many 
of  our  western  and  southern  societies  are  far  away  and  I  believe  that 
this  committee  would  be  a  good  (thing  to  visit  such  state  societies  as 
might  request  such  visitation. 

Mr.  S.  Davis  Page  of  Pennsylvania :  I  am  opposed  in  toto  to  the 
motion  as  presented.  First,  in  spite  of>fhat  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
has  just  said,  I  think  the  appointment  of  this  committee  would  be  emin- 
ently unnecessary;  secondly,  because  I  think  it  would  be  rather  an  im- 
pertinence, such  an  investigation  on  the  part  of  the  General  Society; 
and,  thirdly,  because  I  do  not  think  under  any  circumstances  that  the 
finances  of  the  Society  furnish  any  such  excuse  for  junketing  as  it  might 
be.  Therefore  I  earnestly  urge  upon  this  Society  to  vote  this  motion 
down  and  prevent  what  I  think  would  lead  ultimately  perhaps  to  a 
good  deal  of  abuse  or  criticism. 
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Captain  William  P.  Chamberlain  of  Tennessee :  I  do  not  believe 
that  the  members  of  this  Society  understand  very  well  the  condition  of 
the  societies  in  some  of  the  States,  particularly  in  the  Southern  States. 
We  have  got  just  as  patriotic  citizens  in  the  Southern  States,  descend- 
ants from  revolutionary  sires,  but  the  trouble  has  been  that  they  don't 
quite  understand;  they  don't  take  an  interest  in  the  objects  of  this 
association  and  it  is  for  that  purpose  as  I  understand  it,  that  this 
motion  has  been  made,  in  order  that  they  be  further  advised  and  a  spirit 
of  enthusiasm  injected  into  them,  so  that  the  membership  in  the  society 
in  those  States  will  grow.  It  may  be  possible — but  I  don't  believe  this 
committee  will  resolve  itself  into  a  junketing  committee — it  may  be 
that  they  will — but  we  are  supposed  to  be  a  patriotic  society  and  we  are 
not  going  as  legislators  on  junketing  trips.  We  are  here  to  serve  this 
society  and  I  believe  we  will  do  it  patriotically,  and  we  will  if  this  com- 
mittee is  appointed.  There  is  no  expense  to  be  incurred  except  the 
general  treasury  will  warrant  it  under  the  terms  of  this  resolution. 
I  hope  it  will  be  passed.  I  think  it  will  have  a  good  effect  upon  the 
General  Society  by  reason  of  its  helping  and  aiding  in  the  weaker 
States  of  the  Society. 

Me.  Samuel  M.  Wilson  of  Kentucky:  I  hope  the  Society  will 
not  get  the  impression  which  some  one  or  two  members  seem  to  have 
entertained  that  we  are  in  a  moribund  condition  in  Kentucky.  We  are 
not.  I  think  our  interest  in  things  revolutionary  may  have  been  damp- 
ened by  the  fact  that  we  have  in  Kentucky  the  proudest  monument  to 
the  Eevolutionary  War,  in  the  Bluegrass  City  of  Lexington;  and  we 
have  there  innumerable  mementoes  of  revolutionary  soldiers.  But 
it  is  not  the  metropolis.  The  City  of  Louisville  is  the  metropolis  of 
Kentucky.  The  City  of  Louisville  was  preempted  by  the  Society  of  the 
Sons  of  the  American  Eevolution.  They  have  a  membership  of  over 
two  hundred.  We  have  labored  for  over  fifteen  years  in  the  City  of 
Lexington  exemplifying  the  objects  of  this  Society,  and  we  have  at- 
tained a  total  membership  of  only  65,  with  an  active  membership  to-day 
of  only  35  members;  yet,  with  this  small  membership,  we  will  in  the 
next  two  months  be  publishing  a  year  book  costing  $1,000.  (Applause.) 
We  have  contributed  some  small  sums  to  the  various  monuments  erected 
by  this  Society,  not  excepting  the  monument  unveiled  yesterday  at 
Annapolis.  But  what  I  think  this  Society  is  organized  for  is  to  do 
something  to  promote  the  patriotic  spirit  of  this  country.    With  a  mil- 
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The  General  Society,  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  met  pursuant  to  the  call  of  the  Secretary 
at  the  Metropolitan  Club,  Washington,  D.  C,  on  April  19,  1917. 

The  General  President  presided.  The  General  Secretary,  Assistant  General  Secretary, 
Assistant  General  Treasurer,  General  Historian  and  delegates  and  members  from  the  State 
Societies  in  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  District  of  Columbia,  New  Jersey,  Colorado,  Maryland, 
Ohio,  California  and  Virginia  were  present.  The  General  Vice-President  was  prevented,  at 
the  last  minute,  from  attending.' 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  an  Invocation  by  Mr.  Parris,  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
Society. 

Hon.  Francis  P.  B.  Sands,  of  the  District  of  Columbia  Society,  introduced  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Holdridge  Ozro  Collins,  of  the  California  Society, 
and  was,  after  discussion,  carried. 

WHEREAS  the  most  important  obligation  that  is  self-imposed  upon  the  members 
of  the  Societies  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  is  "to  encourage  the  spirit  and  sentiments, 
and  by  meetings  and  otherwise  to  commemorate  the  deeds  of  our  ancestors  who  parti- 
cipated in  the  war  for  American  Independence" ;  and 

WHEREAS  the  inhuman  acts  of  the  German  government  towards  our  fellow  citi- 
zens, has  compelled  these  United  States  to  declare  war  against  Germany  to  maintain  and 
vindicate  the  rights,  liberties  and  independence  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  under 
the  Constitution,  we  would  be  false  to  our  duty  if  we  failed  to  put  on  record  the  fact  that 
we  desire  solemnly  to  encourage,  in  ourselves  and  with  our  fellow  citizens,  "the  spirit 
and  sentiments"  that  animated  our  ancestors  when  they  fought  for  and  secured  the  Inde- 
pendence of  the  Nation,  by  promptly  declaring  our  stand  under  the  declaration  of  war 
with  Germany.  Therefore  be  it  resolved :  That  this  "the  General  Society  of  Sons  of  the 
Revolution"  most  earnestly  commends  and  praises  the  patriotic  action  of  the  President 
and  the  prompt  legislation  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  vindicate  the  rights 
of  American  citizens  on  all  the  high  seas,  and  we  assure  the  President  that  this  society 
endorses  and  will,  in  every  way  possible,  sustain  his  faithful  administration  of  duty  so  ad- 
mirably demonstrated  in  this  great  world's  war  that  now  convulses  the  nations  of  the 
Earth. 

AND  WHEREAS  this  is  the  first  grand  opportunity  for  this  Society  to  testify  to 
the  everlasting  gratitude  we  feel  towards  the  Republic  of  France,  whose  soldiers  and 
sailors  aided  our  ancestors  in  winning  the  independence  of  our  country,  we  here  express 
our  delight,  as  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  that  our  nation  is  now  pledged  to  fight  beside 
the  armies  of  France  to  protect  its  government  from  the  attempt  of  Germany  which  seeks 
its  destruction. 

RESOLVED  further,  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  forwarded  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  by  the  President  General  of  this  Society. 

Mr.  Frederick  L.  Huidekoper,  of  the  District  of  Columbia  Society,  then  introduced  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Frank  Willing  Leach,  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Society,  and  was,  after  discussion,  carried : 

RESOLVED,  That  the  General  Society  of  Sons  of  the  Revolution  hereby  places 
itself  on  record  as  supporting  most  heartily  the  raising  of  all  land  and  naval  forces  of 
the  United  States  on  the  principle  of  universal  liability  of  the  manhood  of  the  nation  to 
training  and  service  for  national  defense. 


RESOLVED  further,  that  the  Society  urges  to  the  strongest  terms  the  immediate 
enactment  by  Congress  of  the  necessary  legislation  for  that  purpose  and  pledges  itself 
collectively  and  individually  to  exert  its  influence  to  further  the  passage  of  such  a  law. 

RESOLVED  also  that  the  Society  (unreservedly)  commends  the  action  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  in  the  stand  which  he  has  taken  in  behalf  of  the  democratic 
principal  of  universal  liability  to  training  and  service  for  national  defense. 

Upon  motion  by  Colonel  William  Libbey,  of  the  New  Jersey  Society,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Francis  P.  B.  Sands,  of  the  District  of  Columbia  Society,  and  carried,  it  was  resolved: 

"That  a  Committee  of  Five  be  appointed  to  consider  certain  amendments  to  the 
Constitution  to  be  reported  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  General  Society." 
The  General  President  appointed  the  following  committee :     Col.  William  Libbey,  Col. 
William  W.  Ladd,  Col.  J.  Granville  Leach,  Hon.  W.  Hall  Harris  and  Mr.  Alexander  R. 
Thompson.     Their  report  follows  these  minutes. 

The  General  President  appointed  a  committee  to  mark  the  place  where  the  first  meet- 
ing of  the  General  Society  was  held — consisting  of  Gen.  George  Richards,  R.  T.  Strickland, 
William  H.  Walker,  Hon.  Perry  Belmont,  Col.  J.  Granville  Leach,  John  C.  Tomlinson  and 
Dr.  Timothy  M.  Cheeseman. 

The  point  of  order,  that  no  quorum  was  present,  being  raised  by  Mr.  Olyphant,  of  the 
New  York  Society,  the  meeting  was  adjourned  to  April  19,  1918. 

SOCIETY  DINNER. 

The  General  Society,  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  tendered  a  dinner  to  the  members  of  the 
State  Societies,  who  were  present  at  the  meeting,  on  the  evening  of  April  19,  1917,  at  the 
Metropolitan  Club,  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  customary  toast  in  silence  to  the  memory  of  George  Washington,  was  drunk. 

The  toast  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  to  our  Army  and  Navy  was  also 
drunk  standing. 

The  Ambassador  of  France  was  unable  to  attend  but  a  message  from  him  was  roundly 
applauded. 

Responses  to  toasts  were  also  made  by  the  Count  de  Jean,  of  the  French  Embassy; 
Colonel  Robert  M.  Thompson,  President  of  the  Navy  League  of  the  United  States,  and  Messrs. 
Harris,  Sands,  Rev.  Dr.  McKim,  Collins  and  Parris. 

The  trophy  presented  by  the  General  Society  on  this  occasion  was  a  handsome  silver 
cup  which  was  won  by  the  detachment  of  marines  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Pennsylvania  after  spirited 
competition.  The  presentation  was  made  by  the  General  President  of  the  Society  and  ac- 
cepted by  Major-General  George  Barnett,  U.  S.  M.  C,  commandant  of  the  Marine  Corps,  with 
appropriate  remarks. 

MEETING  OF  THE  SONS  OF  THE  REVOLUTION 

IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

April  19,  1917. 

The  General  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution  were  the  guests  of 
the  District  of  Columbia  Society  at  the  Ceremonies  attending  the  dedication  of  a  tablet  on 
the  Mason  House,  1606  Twentieth  Street,  N.  W.,  in  the  afternoon  of  April  19th,  1917.  This 
tablet  marks  the  spot  where  the  first  meeting  of  the  District  of  Columbia  Society,  Sons  of 
the  Revolution  was  held  on  December  3rd,  1889. 

General  George  Richards,  U.  S.  M.  C,  President  of  that  Society,  presided.  After  an 
invocation  by  Reverend  George  Williamson  Smith,  D.  D.,  Messrs.  Richards,  Hopkins  and 
Montgomery  spoke  on  behalf  of  the  Society. 

The  tablet  was  then  unveiled  by  Mrs.  Cassie  Myers  Mason  Julian-James,  and  presented 
to  Colonel  Robert  M.  Thompson  as  President  of  the  Navy  League  of  the  United  States.  The 
tablet  was  accepted  by  Colonel  Thompson  with  a  pleasing  address. 

The  Society  and  guests  were  then  received  by  Mrs.  Cassie  Myers  Mason  Julian-James 
in  the  adjoining  house. 

WILLIAM   LIBBEY,  General  Secretary. 

W.   HALL   HARRIS,  JR.,  Assistant  General  Secretary. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  UPON  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Princeton,  N.  J.,  January  24th,  1918. 
Mr.  President : 

Your  committee  appointed  to  offer  suggestions  to  remedy  certain  deficiencies  in 
the  Constitution  would  respectfully  report  as  follows : 

Your  committee  have  discussed  the  suggestions  made  by  the  chairman,  but  are 
divided  as  to  the  method  of  carrying  any  modifications  of  the  Constitution  into  execu- 
tion. 

Two  members  of  the  committee  favor  making  the  suggestions  as  amendments  to 
the  Constitution,  so  that  there  will  be  one  authoritative  statement  of  what  might  be 
called  our  organic  law,  all  found  in  one  place  and  readily  accessible. 

Two  members  of  the  committee  favor  leaving  the  Constitution  as  it  now  stands, 
believing  that  some  of  the  proposed  changes,  to  the  extent  that  they  do  not  conflict  with 
the  existing  Constitution,  can  be  made  effective  by  the  General  Society  as  rules  or  stand- 
ing orders,  and  that  some  proposed  changes  should  not  be  enacted  in  any  form. 

Your  chairman  has  some  diffidence  in  expressing  an  opinion  since  the  suggestions 
were  originally  brought  up  by  him  as  the  result  of  over  ten  years  service  as  secretary, 
during  which  period  the  lack  of  any  definite  statement  covering  the  duties  of  officers, 
and  many  other  things  only  partially  covered  by  the  Constitution,  have  increased  his  bur- 
dens in  the  line  of  correspondence,  and  the  assumption  on  his  part  of  authority,  for  which 
there  is  absolutely  no  warrant  in  the  Constitution  itself. 

He  further  doubts  whether  many  of  these  suggestions  which  practically  nullify 
portions  of  the  existing  Constitution  could  be  legal  or  constitutional  acts  without  the 
sanction  of  all  the  Societies  under  our  present  law. 

It  is  therefore  deemed  advisable  to  publish  these  suggestions  in  the  form  in  which 
they  were  originally  offered,  as  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  as  this  plan  will  show 
exactly  where  that  document  is  affected  by  them. 

Should  the  General  Society,  however,  decide  to  act  upon  these  suggestions  as  sepa- 
rate motions,  this  can  readily  be  done,  as  they  can  easily  oe  recognized  by  the  difference  in 
type. 

Some  action  should,  however,  be  taken  upon  these  matters,  as  they  involve  the 
general  policy  of  the  Society,  as  will  be  seen  by  their  mere  perusal. 

The  committee,  therefore,  submit  this  report  and  the  proposed  changes  for  the 
consideration  and  action  of  the  General  Society. 

WILLIAM   LIBBEY,  Chairman; 
WILLIAM  W,  LADD, 
J.  GRANVILLE  LEACH, 
W.  HALL  HARRIS, 
ALEXANDER  R.  THOMPSON. 

SUGGESTIONS  FOR  THE  CONSTITUTION 

(^/ords  in  capital  letters  type  represent  new  matter.) 

I. 

PREAMBLE. 

(To  remain  as  at  present.) 

It  being  evident,  from  a  steady  decline  of  a  proper  celebration  of  the  National  holidays 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  that  popular  concern  in  the  events  and  men  of  the  War  of  the 
Revolution  is  gradually  declining,  and  that  such  lack  of  interest  is  attributable,  not  so  much 
to  the  lapse  of  time  and  the  rapidly  increasing  flood  of  immigration  from  foreign  countries,  as 
to  the  neglect,  on  the  part  of  descendants  of  Revolutionary  heroes,  to  perform  their  duty  in 
keeping  before  the  public  mind  the  memory  of  the  services  of  their  ancestors  and  of  the  times 
in  which  they  lived ;  therefore,  the  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution  has  been  instituted 
to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  men  who,  in  the  military,  naval  and  civil  service  of  the 
Colonies  and  of  the  Continental  Congress  by  their  acts  or  counsel,  achieved  the  Independence 
of  the  country,  and  to  further  the  proper  celebration  of  the  anniversaries  of  the  birthday  of 


Washington,  and  of  prominent  events  connected  with  the  War  of  the  Revolution;  to  collect 
and  secure  for  preservation  the  rolls,  records  and  other  documents  relating  to  that  period; 
to  inspire  the  members  of  the  Society  with  the  patriotic  spirit  of  their  forefathers ;  and  to 
promote  the  feeling  of  friendship  among  them. 

II. 

GENERAL  SOCIETY. 

(To  remain  as  at  present.) 

The  General  Society  shall  be  divided  into  State  Societies,  which  shall  meet  annually 
on  the  day  appointed  therefor  in  their  respective  by-laws,  and  oftener  if  found  expedient; 
and  at  such  annual  meeting  the  reasons  for  the  institution  of  the  Society  shall  be  considered, 
and  the  best  measures  for  carrying  them  into  effect  adopted. 

III. 
STATE  SOCIETIES. 

The  State  Societies,  at  every  annual  meeting,  shall  choose  by  a  majority  of  the  votes 
present,  a  President,  a  Vice-President,  a  Secretary,  a  Registrar,  a  Treasurer,  a  Chaplain,  and 
such  other  officers  as  may  by  them  respectively  be  deemed  necessary,  together  with  a  board 
of  managers  consisting  of  these  officers  and  nine  other  members,  as  may  be  provided  by  their 
respective  Constitutions  and  By-Laws. 

THEY  MAY  FORM  BRANCH  SOCIETIES  WITHIN  THEIR  STATE  LIMITS 
WHERE  DEEMED  DESIRABLE. 

IV. 

(To  remain  as  at  present.) 

Each  State  Society  shall  cause  to  be  transmitted  annually  or  oftener,  to  the  other  State 
Societies,  a  circular  letter  calling  attention  to  whatever  may  be  thought  worthy  of  observation 
respecting  the  welfare  of  the  Society  or  of  the  general  Union  of  the  States,  and  giving  informa- 
tion of  the  officers  chosen  for  the  year ;  and  copies  of  these  letters  shall  also  be  transmitted 
to  the  General  Secretary,  to  be  preserved  among  the  records  of  the  General  Society. 

V. 

The  State  Societies  shall  regulate  all  matters  respecting  their  own  affairs,  consistent 
with  the  Society;  judge  of  the  qualification  of  their  members,  or  of  those  proposed  for  mem- 
bership, subject,  however,  to  the  provisions  of  this  Constitution;  and  expel  any  member  who, 
by  conduct  unbecoming  AN  AMERICAN  CITIZEN,  a  gentleman  or  a  man  of  honor,  or  by 
an  opposition  to  the  interests  of  the  community  in  general  or  of  the  Society  in  particular,  may 
render  himself  unworthy  to  continue  in  membership. 

VI. 

(To  remain  as  at  present.) 

In  order  to  form  funds  that  may  be  respectable,  each  member  shall  contribute,  upon 
his  admission  to  the  Society  and  annually  thereafter,  such  sums  as  the  by-laws  of  the  re- 
spective State  Societies  may  require ;  but  any  of  such  State  Societies  may  provide  for  the  en- 
dowment of  memberships  by  the  payment  of  proper  sums  in  capitalization,  which  sums  shall 
be  properly  invested  as  a  permanent  fund,  the  income  only  of  which  shall  be  expended. 

VII. 
MEETINGS. 

The  regular  meeting  of  the  General  Society  shall  be  held  every  three  years,  and  special 
meetings  may  be  held  upon  the  order  of  the  General  President  or  upon  the  request  of  two  of 
the  State  Societies  and  ALL  such  meetings  shall  consist  of  two  Delegates  from  each  State 
Society  and  one  additional  Delegate  for  every  one  hundred  (100)  members  or  major  fraction 
thereof;  and  on  all  questions  arising  at  meetings  of  the  General  Society  each  Delegate  there 
present  shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote,  and  no  votes  shall  be  taken  by  States,  and  the  necessary 
expenses  of  such  meeting  shall  be  borne  by  the  State  Societies. 


VIII. 

At  the  regular  meeting,  a  General  President,  General  Vice-President,  General  Second 
Vice-President,  A  STATE  GENERAL  VICE-PRESIDENT  FOR  EACH  OF  THE  STATE 
SOCIETIES  (WHO  SHALL  BE  NOMINATED  BY  THE  RESPECTIVE  SOCIETIES), 
General  Secretary,  Assistant  General  Secretary,  General  Treasurer,  Assistant  General  Treas- 
urer, General  Registrar,  General  Historian,  General  Chaplain  AND  AN  ASSISTANT  GEN- 
ERAL CHAPLAIN,  shall  be  chosen  by  a  majority  of  the  votes  present,  to  serve  until  the  next 
General  meeting,  or  until  their  successors  are  duly  chosen  AND  QUALIFIED  BY  ACCEPT- 
ANCE FILED  WITH  THE  SECRETARY.  THE  OFFICERS  SO  ELECTED  SHALL 
ENTER  UPON  THEIR  DUTIES,  THE  FIRST  OF  THE  MONTH  SUCCEEDING 
THAT  IN  WHICH  THE  ELECTION  IS  HELD. 

IX. 

(To  remain  as  at  present.) 

At  each  general  meeting  the  circular  letters  which  have  been  transmitted  by  the  sev- 
eral State  Societies  shall  be  considered,  and  all  measures  taken  which  shall  conduce  to  the 
general  welfare  of  the  Society. 

X. 

The  General  Society  shall  have  power  at  any  meeting  to  admit  State  Societies  thereto, 
and  to  entertain  and  determine  all  questions  affecting  the  qualifications  for  membership  in  or 
the  welfare  of  any  State  Society  WHICH  may,  by  proper  memorial,  be  presented  by  such 
State  Society  for  consideration.  THE  GENERAL  SOCIETY  SHALL  ALSO  HAVE 
POWER  TO  SUSPEND  OR  DROP  FROM  ITS  ROLLS  BY  A  TWO-THIRDS  VOTE 
OF  ALL  THE  DELEGATES  ENTITLED  TO  VOTE  AT  ANY  REGULAR  MEETING, 
ANY  STATE  SOCIETY  NOT  COMPLYING  WITH  THE  CONSTITUTION.  DUE 
NOTICE  OF  SUCH  PROPOSED  ACTION  BEING  GIVEN  AT  A  PREVIOUS  MEET- 
ING AND  PROPER  PROVISION  FOR  A  HEARING  BEING  MADE. 

XL 

MEMBERSHIP. 

(To  remain  as  at  present.) 

Any  male  person  above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  of  good  character,  and  a  descend- 
ant of  one  who,  as  a  military,  naval,  or  marine  officer,  soldier,  sailor,  or  marine,  in  actual 
service,  under  the  authority  of  any  of  the  thirteen  Colonies  or  States  or  of  the  Continental 
Congress,  and  remaining  always  loyal  to  such  authority,  or  a  descendant  of  one  who  signed 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  or  of  one  who,  as  a  member  of  the  Continental  Congress  or 
of  the  Congress  of  any  of  the  Colonies  or  States,  or  as  an  official  appointed  by  or  under  the 
authority  of  any  such  legislative  bodies,  actually  assisted  in  the  establishment  of  American 
Independence  by  services  rendered  during  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  becoming  thereby 
liable  to  conviction  of  treason  against  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  but  remaining  always 
loyal  to  the  authority  of  the  Colonies  or  States,  shall  be  eligible  to  membership  in  the  Society. 

XII. 

(To  be  withdrawn  as  being  better  covered  under  a  new  article  to  be  substituted  for  it, 
as  follows :) 

DUTIES  OF  OFFICERS. 

GENERAL  PRESIDENT  AND  VICE-PRESIDENT. 

THE  GENERAL  PRESIDENT  SHALL  CALL  AND  PRESIDE  AT  ALL  MEET- 
INGS, OR  IN  HIS  ABSENCE,  SHALL  BE  REPRESENTED  BY  THE  GENERAL 
VICE-PRESIDENTS  IN  THEIR  ORDER.  HE  SHALL  IN  EVERY  WAY  SEEK  TO 
PROMOTE  THE  INTERESTS  AND  EXTEND  THE  USEFULNESS  OF  THE  SO- 
CIETY. 


HE  SHALL  REPRESENT  THE  SOCIETY  AT  ALL  PUBLIC  FUNCTIONS,  OR 
HE  SHALL  HAVE  POWER  TO  APPOINT  A  REPRESENTATIVE  IF  HE  SO 
DESIRES. 

THE  STATE  GENERAL  VICE-PRESIDENTS  SHALL  BE  THE  ESPECIAL 
REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THEIR  RESPECTIVE  STATE  SOCIETIES  AT  THE  MEET- 
ING OF  THE  GENERAL  SOCIETY  AND  SHALL  TAKE  RANK  ACCORDING  TO 
THE  DATES  ON  WHICH  THEIR  RESPECTIVE  STATE  SOCIETIES  WERE  INSTI- 
TUTED. THEY  SHALL  EACH  HAVE  A  VOTE  AS  A  DELEGATE  AT  THE  MEET- 
INGS. 

GENERAL  SECRETARY. 

HE  SHALL  CONDUCT  THE  CORRESPONDENCE  OF  THE  GENERAL  SO- 
CIETY AND  KEEP  THE  MINUTES  OF  ITS  MEETINGS.  HE  SHALL  PUBLISH  A 
REPORT  CONTAINING  AN  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  MEETINGS;  AND  ALSO  PUB- 
LISH SUCH  OTHER  MATTER  AS  IT  MAY  BE  DEEMED  NECESSARY  OR  ADVIS- 
ABLE TO  BRING  BEFORE  THE  STATE  SOCIETIES.  HE  SHALL  SEE  THAT  ALL 
OFFICERS  AND  COMMITTEES  ARE  NOTIFIED  OF  TPIEIR  ELECTION  OR  AP- 
POINTMENT AND  SHALL  CALL  THE  ATTENTION  OF  THE  STATE  SOCIETIES 
TO  ALL  RESOLUTIONS  ADOPTED  AT  THE  REGULAR  MEETINGS  WHICH  RE- 
QUIRE ACTION  BY  THE  STATES. 

THE  GENERAL  SECRETARY  SHALL  BE  THE  .CUSTODIAN  OF  THE  IN- 
SIGNIA AND  THE  CERTIFICATES  OF  MEMBERSHIP,  AND  SHALL  ISSUE  THEM 
TO  MEMBERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY  UNDER  SUCH  PROPER  RULES  AS  MAY  BE 
FORMULATED  BY  THE  GENERAL  SOCIETY,  AND  HE  SHALL  KEEP  A  RECORD 
OF  SUCH  ISSUES,  WHEREIN  EACH  INSIGNIA  OR  CERTIFICATE  MAY  BE 
IDENTIFIED  BY  THE  NUMBER  THEREOF.  HE  SHALL  KEEP  AN  ACCOUNT  OF 
ALL  FUNDS  RECEIVED  FOR  INSIGNIA  OR  CERTIFICATES,  AND  SHALL  RE- 
PORT ON  THE  SAME  AT  EACH  GENERAL  MEETING. 

THE  GENERAL  SECRETARY  SHALL  PREPARE  AND  ISSUE  TO  STATE  SO- 
CIETIES AT  COST  AND  WHERE  DESIRED,  AN  APPROVED  FORM  OF  APPLICA- 
TION BLANK  FOR  MEMBERSHIP  IN  THE  SOCIETIES.  STATE  SOCIETIES 
MAY  PROVIDE  THEIR  OWN  BLANKS  IF  THEY  SO  PREFER,  PROVIDED  THEY 
CONFORM  IN  SUBSTANCE  WITH  THE  APPROVED  FORM,  AND  HAVE  BEEN 
SUBMITTED  TO  AND  HAVE  BEEN  APPROVED  BY  THE  GENERAL  SECRETARY. 

THE  GENERAL  SECRETARY  SHALL  MAKE  A  REPORT  AT  THE  REGULAR 
MEETINGS  UPON  THE  STATE  OF  THE  SOCIETY  AND  THE  ACTS  OF  THE  GEN- 
ERAL OFFICERS  OR  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

GENERAL  TREASURER. 

HE  SHALL  BE  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  THE  CARE  OF  THE  FUNDS  AND  SE- 
CURITIES BELONGING  TO  THE  GENERAL  SOCIETY  AND  SHALL  KEEP  AN 
ACCOUNT  OF  THE  SAME  AND  RENDER  A  REPORT  THEREON  AT  EACH  OF 
THE  REGULAR  MEETINGS  OF  THE  GENERAL  SOCIETY;  AND  SUCH  ESPECIAL 
REPORTS  AS  MAY  BE  CALLED  FOR  BY  THE  PRESIDENT  OR  THE  EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE. 

THE  FUNDS  OF  THE  GENERAL  SOCIETY  SHALL  BE  DEPOSITED  IN 
SOME  BANK  OR  TRUST  COMPANY  SATISFACTORY  TO  THE  EXECUTIVE  COM- 
MITTEE OF  THE  GENERAL  SOCIETY  AND  IN  THE  NAME  OF  "THE  GENERAL 
SOCIETY,  SONS  OF  THE  REVOLUTION,"  WHICH  ACCOUNT  SHALL  BE  DRAWN 
UPON  BY  THE  GENERAL  TREASURER  OR  HIS  ASSISTANT,  AS  AND  WHEN 
AUTHORIZED  BY  HIM,  FOR  EXPENDITURES  OF  THE  GENERAL  SOCIETY 
UPON  VOUCHERS  APPROVED  BY  TWO  MEMBERS  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COM- 
MITTEE, OTHER  THAN  THEMSELVES. 

EACH  OF  THE  STATE  SOCIETIES  SHALL  ANNUALLY  ON  OR  BEFORE 
JULY  1  OF  EACH  YEAR,  PAY  TO  THE  GENERAL  TREASURER  FOR  THE  PUR- 
POSE OF  THE  GENERAL  SOCIETY  A  SUM  BASED  UPON  THE  MEMBERSHIP 
OF  EACH  SOCIETY,  IN  THE  AMOUNT  OF  TWENTY-FIVE  CENTS  PER  CAPITA, 
TO  PROVIDE  FOR  THE  EXPENSES  OF  THE  GENERAL  SOCIETY. 


AN  AUDITING  COMMITTEE  SHALL  BE  APPOINTED  BEFORE  EACH 
REGULAR  MEETING  TO  REVIEW  THE  ACCOUNTS  AND  CERTIFY  TO  THEIR 
CONDITION.  THEY  SHALL  PRESENT  THEIR  REPORT  AT  THE  MEETING  OF 
THE  GENERAL  SOCIETY. 

GENERAL  REGISTRAR. 

THE  GENERAL  REGISTRAR  SHALL  KEEP  ON  FILE  A  COMPLETE  SET  OF 
ALL  APPLICATIONS  FOR  MEMBERSHIP  IN  THE  SOCIETY,  AFTER  THEY  HAVE 
BEEN  ACTED  UPON  AND  FORWARDED  TO  HIM  BY  THE  STATE  SOCIETIES 
THROUGH  THEIR  REGISTRARS.  THESE  APPLICATION  FORMS  SHALL  BE  SO 
PRESERVED  THAT  WHEN  A  SUFFICIENT  NUMBER  HAVE  BEEN  RECEIVED 
FROM  EACH  STATE  THEY  CAN  BE  BOUND  IN  THEIR  PROPER  ORDER  NUMER- 
ICALLY FOR  EACH  STATE. 

HE  iSHALL  ALSO  FOR  HIS  OWN  CONVENIENCE,  AND  TO  FACILITATE 
ACCESS  TO  THE  DATA  CONTAINED  IN  THESE  APPLICATIONS,  KEEP  AVAIL- 
ABLE THE  CARDS  SENT  TO  HIM  BY  THE  STATE  REGISTRARS,  IN  THEIR 
PROPER  ALPHABETICAL  ORDER  FOR  EACH  STATE. 

HE  SHALL  HAVE  PREPARED  AND  FURNISH  TO  THE  STATE  SOCIETIES 
AT  COST  THE  CARDS  FOR  THE  PREPARATION  OF  THIS  INDEX.  THE  STATE 
REGISTRARS  SHALL  SEND  HIM  AT  REGULAR  INTERVALS,  AND  AT  ALL 
TIMES  UPON  HIS  REQUEST,  THESE  APPLICATION  PAPERS  AND  CARDS  COV- 
ERING THE  NEW  MEMBERS  OF  THEIR  SOCIETIES  PROPERLY  FILLED  OUT. 

HE  SHALL  MAKE  A  REPORT  OF  THE  TRANSACTIONS  OF  HIS  OFFICE  AT 
EACPI  REGULAR  MEETING  OF  THE  GENERAL  SOCIETY,  SHOWING  THE 
STATE  OF  MEMBERSHIP,  GIVING  SUCH  DATA  AS  THE  NUMBER  OF  NEW 
MEMBERS,  THE  LOSSES  AND  WHETHER  THESE  LOSSES  HAVE  BEEN  BY 
REASON  OF  DEATH,  RESIGNATION  OR  OTHER  CAUSES. 

GENERAL  HISTORIAN. 

THE  GENERAL  HISTORIAN  SHALL  REPORT  AT  EACH  MEETING  OF 
THE  GENERAL  SOCIETY  UPON  THEWORK  OF  THE  VARIOUS  STATE  SO- 
CIETIES. HE  SHALL  COMMUNICATE  WITH  EACH  STATE  SOCIETY  YEARLY 
ASKING  FOR  DATA  TO  AID  IN  THE   PREPARATION  OF  THIS  REPORT. 

OTHER  OFFICERS. 

THE  OTHER  GENERAL  OFFICERS  SHALL  PERFORM  THE  DUTIES 
USUALLY  EXPECTED  FROM  OFFICIALS  HOLDING  SUCH  POSITIONS.  THE 
VICE-PRESIDENTS  AND  THE  ASSISTANT  GENERAL  OFFICERS  SHALL  DIS- 
CHARGE THE  DUTIES  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  OR  GENERAL  OFFICER  TO  WHOM 
THEY  ARE  ASSISTANTS  IN  CASE  OF  THEIR  ABSENCE  OR  DEATH,  INABILITY 
TO  ACT,  OR  WHEN  ESPECIALLY  AUTHORIZED. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

THERE  SHALL  BE  AN  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  WHICH  SHALL  CONSIST 
OF  THE  GENERAL  PRESIDENT,  THE  GENERAL  SECRETARY,  THE  ASSISTANT 
GENE&AL  SECRETARY,  THE  GENERAL  TREASURER,  THE  ASSISTANT  GEN- 
ERAL TREASURER  AND  THE  STATE  VICE-PRESIDENTS.  A  QUORUM  TO 
CONSIST  OF  AT  LEAST  THREE  GENERAL  OFFICERS  AND  FOUR  VICE-PRESI- 
DENTS. 

IT  SHALL  HAVE  CHARGE  OF  THE  AFFAIRS  OF  THE  SOCIETY,  EXCEPT 
SUCH  AS  PERTAIN  TO  THE  SUBJECT  OF  MEMBERSHIP  OF  THE  STATE  SO- 
CIETIES, IN  THE  INTERVAL  BETWEEN  THE  MEETINGS  OF  THE  GENERAL 
SOCIETY. 

IT  SHALL  PRESENT  A  REPORT  AT  EACH  MEETING  OF  THE  GENERAL 
SOCIETY. 


XIII. 
STATE  SECRETARIES. 

(A  new  article  to  be  inserted :) 

THE  STATE  SECRETARIES  SHALL  REPORT  TO  THE  GENERAL  SECRE- 
TARY IMMEDIATELY  AFTER  EACH  OF  THE  ANNUAL  MEETINGS  OF  THEIR 
SOCIETIES,  GIVING  A  RECORD  OF  THEIR  TRANSACTIONS,  INFORMATION 
CONCERNING  ANY  CHANGES  IN  THEIR  OFFICERS  AND  ALL  THE  ACTIV- 
ITIES OF  THEIR  SOCIETY,  THEIR  SOCIAL  FUNCTIONS  AND  THEIR  ACTION 
UPON  THE  RESOLUTIONS  SUBMITTED  TO  THEM  FROM  THE  GENERAL 
SOCIETY. 

THEY  SHALL  SEND  ALL  APPLICATIONS  FROM  THEIR  MEMBERS  FOR 
INSIGNIA  OR  MEMBERSHIP  CERTIFICATES  TO  THE  GENERAL  SECRETARY 
AFTER  HAVING  VERIFIED  THE  FACT  OF  MEMBERSHIP  IN  GOOD  STANDING 
AND  ENDORSED  THE  APPLICATION.  THEY  SHALL  FURNISH  THE  GENERAL 
HISTORIAN  WITH   INFORMATION  UPON  HIS  REQUEST. 

XIV. 

STATE  REGISTRARS. 

(A  new  article:) 

THE  STATE  REGISTRARS  SHALL  REPORT  TO  THE  GENERAL  REG- 
ISTRAR AT  STATED  INTERVALS  BUT  AT  LEAST  ONCE  A  YEAR  IMMEDIATELY 
AFTER  THEIR  ANNUAL  MEETING,  SENDING  HIM  ALL  DUPLICATE  COPIES 
OF  APPROVED  APPLICATIONS  FOR  MEMBERSHIP  IN  THE  SOCIETY,  TO- 
GETHER WITH  A  CARD  CONTAINING  AN  ABSTRACT  OF  THE  CONTENTS  OF 
EACH  APPLICATION.  THESE  CARDS  OF  SUITABLE  AND  UNIFORM  SIZE  FOR 
FILING  TO  BE  OBTAINED  FROM  THE  GENERAL  REGISTRAR.  THEY  SHALL 
PRESERVE  AND  SECURELY  KEEP  ON  FILE  ALL  ORIGINAL  APPLICATIONS 
WITH  THE  PROOFS  OF  ELIGIBILITY  ATTACHED  THERETO.  THESE  FORMS 
MAY  BE  BOUND  IF  THIS  IS  DEEMED  ADVISABLE.  THEY  SHALL  ALSO  KEEP 
A  CARD  CATALOGUE  OF  THESE  APPLICATIONS,  WHICH  CARDS  SHALL  CON- 
TAIN AN  ABSTRACT  OF  THE  CONTENTS  OF  THE  CARDS  SIMILAR  TO  THAT 
FURNISHED  THE  GENERAL  REGISTRAR. 

XV. 

MEMBERSHIP  CERTIFICATES. 

(A  new  article:) 

THE  SOCIETY  SHALL  HAVE  A  CERTIFICATE  OF  MEMBERSHIP  OF  DIG- 
NIFIED CHARACTER  ENGRAVED  ON  COPPER  AND  PRINTED  UPON  PARCH- 
MENT, WHICH  MAY  BE  OBTAINED  FROM  THE  GENERAL  SECRETARY  UPON 
THE  REQUEST  OF  ANY  OF  THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  STATE  SOCIETIES  MADE 
THROUGH  THEIR  SECRETARIES,  AT  A  COST  OF  $5.00. 

IT  SHALL  BE  SIGNED  BY  THE  GENERAL  PRESIDENT,  THE  GENERAL 
SECRETARY  AND  THE  PRESIDENT,  SECRETARY  AND  REGISTRAR  OF  THE 
RESPECTIVE  STATE  SOCIETIES. 

XVI. 
INSIGNIA. 

(Article  XIII  now  becomes  Article  XVI.) 

This  Society  shall  have  an  insignia,  which  shall  be  a  badge  suspended  from  a  ribbon 
by  a  ring  of  gold ;  the  badge  to  be  elliptical  in  form,  with  escalloped  edges,  one  and  one-quar- 
ter inches  in  length,  and  one  and  one-eighth  inches  in  width ;  the  whole  surmounted  by  a  gold 
eagle,  with  wings  displayed,  inverted ;  on  the  obverse  side  a  medallion  of  gold  in  the  center, 
elliptical  in  form,  bearing  on  its  face  the  figure  of  a  soldier  in  Continental  uniform,  with  mus- 
ket slung;  beneath,  the  figures  1775;  the  medallion  surrounded  by  thirteen  raised  gold  stars  of 
five  points  each  upon  a  border  of  dark  blue  enamel.  On  the  reverse  side,  in  the  center,  a 
medallion  corresponding  in  form  to  that  on  the  obverse,  and  also  in  gold,  bearing  on  its  face 


the  Houdon  portrait  of  Washington  in  bas-relief,  encircled  by  the  legend,  "Sons  of  the  Rev- 
olution" ;  beneath,  the  figures  1883 ;  and  upon  the  reverse  of  the  eagle  the  number  of  the  badge 
to  be  engraved ;  the  medallion  to  be  surrounded  by  a  plain  gold  border,  conforming  in  dimen- 
sions to  the  obverse ;  the  ribbon  shall  be  dark  blue,  ribbed  and  watered,  edged  with  buff,  one 
and  one-quarter  inches  wide,  and  one  and  one-half  inches  in  displayed  length. 

XVII. 

THE  INSIGNIA  SHALL  BE  WORN  BY  THE  MEMBERS  ON  ALL  OCCASIONS 
WHEN  THEY  ASSEMBLE  AS  SUCH,  FOR  ANY  STATED  PURPOSE  OR  CELE- 
BRATION AND  MAY  BE  WORN  ON  ANY  OCCASION  OF  CEREMONY.  IT  SHALL 
BE  WORN  CONSPICUOUSLY  ON  THE  LEFT  BREAST. 

MEMBERS  WHO  ARE  OR  HAVE  BEEN  OFFICERS  OF  A  STATE  SOCIETY 
OR  OF  THE  GENERAL  SOCIETY  MAY  WEAR  THE  INSIGNIA  SUSPENDED 
FROM  A  REGULATION  RIBBON  AROUND  THE  NECK. 

THE  INSIGNIA  SHALL  BE  WORN  ONLY  AS  ABOVE  PRESCRIBED. 

THE  UNDRESS  INSIGNIA  SHALL  BE  A  ROSETTE  OR  BUTTON  OF  THE 
SIZE  NOW  IN  USE  OR  A  MINIATURE  SIZE  OF  THE  SAME,  MADE  OF  SILK  LIKE 
THE  INSIGNIA  RIBBON.  ON  ORDINARY  OCCASIONS  MEMBERS  MAY  WEAR 
THIS  ROSETTE  IN  THE  UPPER  BUTTON-HOLE  OF  THE  LEFT  LAPEL  OF  THE 
COAT.  IT  SHOULD  NEVER  BE  WORN  AT  THE  SAME  TIME  WITH  ANY  OTHER 
INSIGNIA  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 

(Article  XV  omitted  as  unnecessary;  see  new  article  XII.) 

XVIII. 

SEAL. 

(Article  XVI  would  then  become  Article  XVIII.) 

The  seal  of  the  Society  shall  be  one  and  seven-eighth  inches  in  diameter,  and  shall  consist 
of  the  figure  of  a  Minute-man  in  Continental  uniform,  standing  on  a  ladder  leading  to  a  belfry; 
in  his  left  hand  he  holds  a  musket  and  an  olive  branch,  whilst  his  right  grasps  a  bell  rope ;  above, 
the  cracked  Liberty  Bell ;  issuing  therefrom  a  ribbon  bearing  the  motto  of  the  Society,  Bxegi  mon- 
utnentum  aere  perennius;  across  the  top  of  the  ladder,  on  a  ribbon,  the  figures  1776;  and  on  the 
left  of  the  Minute-man,  and  also  on  a  ribbon,  the  figures  1883,  the  year  of  the  formation  of  the 
Society;  the  whole  encircled  by  a  band  three-eighths  of  one  inch  wide;  thereon  at  the  top  thir- 
teen stars  of  five  points  each ;  at  the  bottom  the  name  of  the  General  Society,  or  of  the  State 
Society  to  which  the  seal  belongs. 

XIX. 

AMENDMENTS. 

(A  new  article.) 

THIS  CONSTITUTION  CAN  BE  AMENDED  BY  A  RESOLUTION  PRE- 
SENTED AT  ANY  MEETING  OF  THE  GENERAL  SOCIETY;  PROVIDED,  PRIOR 
NOTICE  AND  A  COPY  OF  THE  AMENDMENT  PROPOSED  HAS  BEEN  SENT  TO 
THE  SECRETARY  OF  EACH  STATE  SOCIETY  AT  LEAST  SIX  MONTHS  IN  AD- 
VANCE OF  THE  MEETING  OF  THE  GENERAL  SOCIETY. 


GENERAL  OFFICERS. 

General  President J.  M.  Montgomery,  108  Water  St.,  New  York  City. 

General  Vice-President R.  M.  Cadwalader,  133  South  12th  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Second  General  Vice-President.  W.  G.  Page,  Fenway  Studios,  Boston,  Mass. 

General  Secretary Prof.  William  Libbey,  Princeton,  N.  J. 

Assistant  General  Secretary      W.  Hall  Harris,  Jr.,  255  Title  Building,  Baltimore,  Md. 

General  Treasurer Ralph  Isham,  1311  Ritchie  Place,  Chicago,  111. 

Assistant  General  Treasurer      Gen.  George  Richards,  U.  S.  M.  C,  1734  New  York  Ave., 

Washington,  D.  C. 

General  Registrar Hon.  Geo.  E.  Pomeroy,  510  Madison  Ave.,  Toledo,  O. 

General  Historian H.  O.  Collins,  719  San  Fernando  Building,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

General  Chaplain Rt.  Rev.  D.  S.  Tuttle,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
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lion  foreigners  coming  into  this  country  every  year,  if  this  Society  has 
not  a  purpose  to  justify  its  organization,  we  ought  to  disband.  But 
because  I  believe  in  it,  that  it  has  some  valid  objects,  that  those  ob- 
jects can  be  obtained  by  a  larger  membership,  a  more  compact  mem- 
bership, a  more  united  membership,  it  is  that  I  ask  this  meeting  now 
to  adopt  some  resolution  of  this  kind. 

I  am  sure  no  one  would  condemn  any  perversion  of  the  spirit  of 
this  resolution  more  emphatically  than  I  would  or  the  Society  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  represent.  I  trust  some  such  action  shall  be  taken. 
There  is  no  reason  why  our  membership  should  not  be  doubled  or 
trebled.  It  is  not  merely  more  members,  but  because  by  having  a  larger 
membership  the  legitimate  objects  of  this  Society  will  more  worthily 
be  promoted. 

Mr.  0.  R.  Parry  of  Pennsylvania :  It  is  not  the  object  that  is  ob- 
jected to.  The  object  is  right.  The  motion  creates  a  committee  of 
rather  unlimited  powers.  Would  it  not  be  better  for  such  sections  as 
need  help  to  make  a  request  to  the  General  Society  and  the  President 
to  make  special  provision  in  each  case  to  meet  that  contingency,  and 
to  send  some  one  there  as  his  own  direct  representative  of  the  Society, 
keeping  in  touch  himself  in  a  general  way  with  conditions,  and  without 
a  broad  committee  of  unlimited  power,  of  unlimited  territory,  maybe 
in  some  districts  to  be  wasted  and  some  such  districts  as  do  require 
that  aid  for  patriotic  purposes  not  getting  it  because  of  the  fact  that 
they  are  elsewhere. 

The  General  President  :  I  think  that  the  President  has  the  power 
to  do  that  under  the  constitution. 

A  nay  vote  was  then  taken,  and  a  division  having  been  claimed,  a 
rising  vote  was  called  for.  The  rising  vote  having  been  taken  the  Presi- 
dent declared  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Wilson  lost. 

Me.  Henry  Cadle  of  Missouri:  In  view  of  the  retirement  of  Mr. 
Montgomery,  I  have  the  following  resolution  to  offer : 

The  General  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution  having  learned 
with  sincere  regret,  of  the  fixed  intention  of  Mr.  James  Mortimer 
Montgomery  to  retire  from  the  office  of  General  Secretary,  desires  to 
express  in  this  minute  its  sense  of  the  great  loss  it  has  sustained. 

Mr.  Montgomery  has  served  faithfully  as  the  General  Secretary 
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of  the  Society  since  its  organization,  during  all  of  which  time,  it  has 
had  the  benefit  of  his  ability,  culture,  time  and  assiduous  attention,  to 
an  extent  that  cannot  well  be  exaggerated,  in  any  estimate,  that  is 
made  of  the  benefits  the  General  Society  has  derived  from  his  services. 
He  has  probably  contributed  more  than  any  one  member  to  its  pros- 
perity. 

A  master  of  details,  conscientious  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties, 
ever  vigilant  in  its  interest  and  the  advancement  of  the  growth  of  the 
Society,  Mr.  Montgomery  has  been  untiring,  even  to  the  extent  of  self- 
sacrifice  in  the  promotion  of  all  the  ends  that  were  calculated  to  uphold 
the  welfare  and  dignity  of  the  Society.  His  worth  has  been  recognized 
and  appreciated  by  every  member  of  the  Society  and  it  parts  with  him 
with  the  deepest  sense  of  loss  and  regret.  Few  Societies,  if  any,  have 
been  fortunate  enough  to  have  had  such  a  secretary  as  this. 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  General  Society 
be  extended  to  Mr.  James  Mortimer  Montgomery,  who  now  retires  after 
twenty-eight  years  of  service  as  General  Secretary;  always  earnest 
and  zealous  in  building  up  the  Sociejty  which  he  has  promoted  from  its 
beginning,  and  to  whom  more  is  due  than  any  other  member  for  its 
triumphs  and  success,  the  General  Society  assures  him  of  its  apprecia- 
tion of  his  long  services  in  its  behalf. 

I  move  the  adoption  of  this  resolution  and  that  the  vote  be  taken 
by  a  rising  vote. 

Said  motion  having  been  seconded  was  unanimously  adopted  by  a 
rising  vote. 

Mr.  Nixon,  New  Jersey:  Ait  the  suggestion  of  Colonel  Libbey,  I 
want  to  move  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the  President 
on  the  matter  of  the  George  Washington  Memorial  Association,  pamph- 
lets referring  to  which  are  before  the  members  of  the  Society. 

Said  motion  having  been  duly  seconded  was  adopted. 

Mr.  William  W.  Ladd  of  New  York :  I  move  that  the  thanks  of  the 
Society  be  extended  to  the  authorities  at  the  Naval  Academy,  and  also 
to  the  officers  in  command  of  Fort  Mjrer  for  their  entertainment  which 
they  have  provided  for  the  Society  during  this  meeting. 

Said  motion  having  been  duly  seconded  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Mr.  Marshall  De  Lancey  Haywood,  of  Nortli  Carolina :     During 
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the  present  year  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  has  appropriated 
$30,000  to  erect  a  statue  to  General  Nathanael  Greene,  Commander 
of  the  American  forces  at  the  battle  of  Guilford  Court  House,  near 
Greensboro,  North  Carolina.  That  mKmument  will  not  be  ready  to  be 
unveiled  until  the  Fourth  of  July,  1912.  My  colleague,  Mr.  Paul  "W. 
Schenck,  is  the  president  of  the  Guilford  Battleground  Company,  and 
he  'has  requested  me,  as  chairman  of  the  North  Carolina  delegation, 
lo  extend  an  invitation  to  all  members  of  the  General  Society  of  the 
Sons  of  the  Eevolution  to  be  present  on  that  occasion.  The  Govern- 
ment has  already  erected  two  monuments  there,  one  to  General  Francis 
Nash  and  one  to  General  William  Lee  Davidson,  both  of  whom  were 
North  Carolina  generals,  killed  in  the  Eevolution.  I  think  it  will  be 
well  worth  a  visit  from  any  member  of  this  Society  who  can  find  it 
convenient  to  be  present  on  that  occasion. 

The  General,  President:  On  behalf  of  the  Society,  I  accept  the 
invitation,  and  extend  our  thanks. 

Mr.  Marshall  De  Lancey  Haywood  of  North  Carolina  then  offered 
the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  appoint  a  committee, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  organize  societies  in  those  states  where  the 
order  has  not  already  been  instituted. 

Said  motion  having  been  seconded  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Henry  Cadle  of  Missouri  here  offered  a  resolution  looking  to 
the  amendment  of  Section  VIII  of  the  Constitution  of  the  General 
Society,  as  follows:  '] 

Resolved,  That  Section  VIII  of  the  Constitution  of  the  General 
Society  be  amended  by  adding  one  Vice-President  for  each  State  Society 
and  adding  two  more  General  Chaplains  so  that  the  Section  as  amended 
will  read  as  follows : 

VIII. 

At  the  regular  meeting  a  General*  President,  General  Vice-Presi- 
dent, General  Second  Vice-President,  and  one  Vice-President  for  each 
State  Society,  Secretary,  Assistant  Secretary,  Treasurer,  Assistant 
Treasurer,  Eegistrar,  Historian,  and  three  Chaplains,  shall  be  chosen 
by  a  majority  of  the  votes  present  to  serve  until  the  next  regular  gen- 
eral meeting  or  until  their  successors  are  duly  chosen. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 


ADDRESSES 

■      AT  THE 

Banquet  of  the  General  Society 

SONS  OF  THE  REVOLUTION 

HELD  AT  THE  NEW  WILLARD  HOTEL  IN  WASHINGTON, 

D.  C. 

On  Wednesday,  April  19th,  1911 


General  President  Edmund  WETMORE/said: 

Brethren  of  the  Sons  of  the  Bevolution:  We  bid  each  other  and 
our  honored  guests  a  hearty  welcome.  It  is  three  years  since  we  were 
here  before,  and  it  is  very  gratifying  to  see  and  know  that  during  the 
interval  our  numbers  have  not  decreased.  Indeed,  though  we  draw  no 
pay,  our  roll  is  as  constant  as  the  pension  roll  (laughter),  and  we  are 
justified  in  hoping  that  our  numbers  will  remain  undiminished  as  long 
as  the  Government  may  last.     (Applause.) 

It  is  a  pleasure  too,  to  see  so  many  of  our  brethren  from  every  part 
of  the  Union.  Not  only  those  who  still  live  in  the  part  of  the  land  where 
their  ancestors  fought  the  battles  and  did  the  deeds  which  we  are  here 
to  commemorate,  but  those  who  themselves,  or  through  their  fathers 
have  carried  the  traditions  and  the  principles  of  the  Eevolution  to  the 
shores  of  the  Pacific  or  the  splendid  lands  of  the  west. 

It  is  our  mission  to  keep  alive  those  traditions  and  to  apply  those 
principles  to  the  conduct  of  life  and  to  the  duties  of  good  citizenship, 
and  there  is  not  only  room  but  there  is  need  for  our  work.  "We  have 
to  encounter  both  indifference  and  ignorance — ignorance  of  the  past 
and  indifference  to  that  which  it  should  inspire.  There  are  some  among 
us,  some  of  our  fellow  citizens,  who  are  like  the  man  who  refused  to 
subscribe  for  a  celebration  of  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill  upon  the 
ground  that  he  did  not  know  and  did  not  care  anything  about  Bunker 


ADDRESS  OF  GENERAL  PRESIDENT  WETMORE  117 

or  his  darned  old  hill  either.  (Laughter.)  We  might  give  other  in- 
stances, but  perhaps  not  going  quite  so  far  as  that.  And  yet  it  is  to 
be  remembered,  as  has  well  been  said,  that  where  the  remembrance  of  a 
great  past  is  held  intrusive  and  thrown  out,  there  wisdom  will  not 
enter  nor  true  power  nor  aught  that  dignifies  humanity.  The  best  way 
to  avert  this  is  on  every  occasion,  at  our  anniversaries  and  in  every 
other  way,  to  give  full  vent  to  our  own  enthusiasm.  It  is  catching.  "We 
keep  to-day  the  anniversary  of  the  Battle  of  Lexington,  and  the  shot 
which  was  then  heard  around  the  world  should  ring  in  our  ears  to- 
night,   (Applause.) 

Those  were  great  times  and  the  times  of  great  men.  What  our 
fathers  then  did  in  the  Revolution  has  shaped  the  history  of  the  world 
ever  since.  They  Were  not  only  the  founders  of  liberty  in  our  own  land? 
but  in  every  land,  where  triumphant  democracy  has  succeeded  the  ar- 
bitrary power.  (Applause.)  W'ell  may  we  study  the  story  of  those 
days.  Well  may  every  American  citizen,  adopted  or  native  born,  find 
that  which  should  inspire  his  conduct  and  dignify  his  character  in  such 
studies.  I  know  not  a  stronger  presumption  of  worthiness  than 
that  which  arises  from  the  certificate  which  our  Society  requires  of 
every  one  who  will  join  its  ranks,  and  which  shows  an  unbroken  Ameri- 
can descent  for  130  years.     (Applause.) 

The  orchestra  here  played  " Maryland,  my  Maryland.'' 

The  General  President:  We  yesterday  gave  an  expression  of 
our  gratitude  to  the  people  of  France.  We  desire  to  repeat  it  to-night. 
The  flag  of  France  on  the  wall  above  us  is  flanked  by  the  Stars  and 
Stripes,  and  to  show  our  loyalty  to  one  and  our  friendship  to  the 
other,  the  flag  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution  hangs  between.  (Ap- 
plause.) 

Washington's  first  battle  was  fought  at  Fort  Necessity,  then  on 
our  western  frontier.  It  was  against  the  French  and  he  had  to  sur- 
render. (Laughter.)  His  last  battle  was  fought  with  the  French  as 
his  allies,  and  their  enemy  had  to  surrender  to  the  twin  army.  (Ap- 
plause.) 

The  first  blood  at  the  siege  of  Yorktown  was  that  of  France.  The 
last  assault,  which  was  the  turning  point  and  led  immediately  to  the 
surrender  was  the  storming  of  the  two  redoubts,  one  by  the  famous 
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regiment  of  Auvergne — Auvergne  sans  T 'ache— Auvergne  without  a 
stain,  the  other  by  a  chosen  band  of  Americans  led  by  Alexander  Hamil- 
ton, and  the  French  flag  and  the  Stars  and  Stripes  went  over  the 
ramparts  almost  simultaneously.     (Applause.) 

At  that  time  they  were  allies  under  a  treaty,  and  the  treaty  has 
long  since  expired,  but  the  alliance  of  friendship  has  lasted  from  that 
day  to  the  present.  (Cheers  and  applause.)  We  are  honored  to-night 
by  the  presence  of  the  French  Ambassador,  the  Ambassador  from  the 
greatest  republic  of  Europe  to  the  greatest  republic  of  America.  (Ap- 
plause.) We  know  him  to  be  a  loyal  citizen  of  his  own  country,  but  in 
the  republic  of  letters  we  claim  him  as  a  naturalized  citizen  of  our 
own.  (Applause.)  I  have  the  great  honor  of  presenting  M.  Jusserand. 
(Applause  and  cheers.) 

The  orchestra  here  played  "The  Marseilles"  after  which  there 
were  more  cheers  and  applause. 

Ambassador  Jusserand:  Mr.  President-General,  Ladies  and  Gen- 
tlemen— I  have  lived  now  so  many  happy  years  in  America  that  it 
seems  quite  customary  to  me  to  meet  you  now  and  then — every  other 
three  years,  sometimes,  however,  at  shorter  intervals,  since  I  met  you 
yesterday.  (Laughter  and  applause.)  But  at  the  last  solemn  assem- 
bly of  the  Sons  I  cannot  help  remembering  that  one  face  was  present 
that  we  shall  see  no  more  among  us— former  Governor  Carroll.  (Ap- 
plause.) I  have  come  to  be  so  much  in  touch,  I  dare  say,  with  you, 
and  with  your  feelings,  that  what  you  must  have  felt  and  must  have 
expressed  already  in  your  meetings  about  him,  it  is  very  difficult  for 
me  not  to  express  too  in  my  own  name  as  a  French  friend  of  your 
former  President.  My  admiration  for  him  dates  back  many  years; 
caused,  as  it  was,  by  that  noble  character  of  his  and  the  charm  of 
those  manners  so  refined  that  they  reminded  one  of  what  we  hear  of 
George  Washington.     (Applause.) 

A  President-General  has  died,  another  replaces  him:  a  worthy 
inheritor  of  his  dignity.  Here  again  I  take  the  liberty  of  joining  you, 
and  offering  my  compliments  to  the  admirable  orator  who  delighted 
everybody  yesterday  at  Annapolis.     (Cheers  and  applause.) 

All  ages,  even  the  greatest,  have  their  shadows.  In  order  to  lead 
happy,  cheerful,  useful  lives  one  should  look  towards  what  raises  in- 
stead of  what  depresses  the  mind.    The  Society  of  Sons  of  the  Revo- 
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lution  teaches  us  how  to  do  that,  and  selects  in  a  heroical  past  what 
should  above  all  be  remembered.  (Applause.)  You  were,  to  my  mind, 
particularly  true  to  your  ideal  in  what  you  did  yesterdiay.  You  showed 
that  you  remembered  that  battles  are  not  fought  only  by  the  leaders 
of  armies,  and  this  great  leader  here  (referring  to  Major-General 
Wood)  knows  it  as  well  as  I  do.  (Applause.)  The  good  leader  must 
have  good  soldiers,  and  in  the  hour  of  success  both  must  be  remem- 
bered. You  remembered  the  plain  people,  those  mere  soldiers,  who 
willingly  came  over  with  nothing  to  offer  but  their  lives,  offered  them 
with  a  willing  heart,  and  lost  them.     (Applause.) 

And  I  was  greatly  touched  not  only  by  what  was  said,  but  what 
was  to  be  seen.  The  artist  has  devised  a  monument  which  is  fine,  not 
only  from  the  point  of  view  of  art,  but  also  from  that  of  thought. 
His  symbol  of  <the  willing-  sacrifice  and  the  enduring  grateful  remem- 
brance is  perfect. 

The  reason  why  these  honors  are  not  undeserved  is  that  the  chief 
motive  which  caused  those  men  to  come  was  not  hatred,  but  love. 
Their  chief  motive  was  that  love  of  liberty  so  great  then  among  you, 
and  so  fast  growing  then  among  us ;  much  more  than  animosity  against 
England. 

It  has  not  been  usually  observed  that  the  time  when  we  decided 
to  come  was  not  a  time  of  Anglophobia  in  France,  but  one  of  Anglo- 
mania.    (Laughter.) 

The  sentiment  against  England  existed  among  leaders  and  states- 
men, officers  who  had  fought  in  the  Seven  Years'  War.  The  people 
were  Anglomaniacs.  It  was  the  time  when  fashions  and  even  modes 
of  thought  had  to  be  English  to  please,  the  time  indeed  when  we  dis- 
covered Shakespeare.  The  year  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
was  the  year  when  the  first  translation  of  Shakespeare  was  published 
in  France,  the  King  and  Queen  and  the  greatest  of  the  land  heading 
the  list  of  subscribers. 

But  the  love  of  liberty  was  stronger  than  all  the  rest,  and  the 
enthusiasm  in  France  was  immense  when  people  heard,  that  there  was, 
at  a  colossal  distance,  on  the  other  side  of  the  water,  a  budding  nation 
that  felt  that  yokes  should  be  cast  off.  The  French  enlisted  to  come 
and  help,  not  because  you  wanted  to  shake  an  Englishman  but  be- 
cause you  wanted  to  shake  a  yoke.     (Applause.) 
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There  were  many  moments  when  the  leaders  of  the  nation  hesi- 
tated. The  cost  was  tremendous,  the  risk  was  considerable.  The 
nation  herself  never  wavered ;  there  was  not  a  moment  when  the  popu- 
larity of  the  American  cause  ceased  to  be  paramount  in  the  whole 
country.  It  was  engraved  in  the  heart  of  the  humblest  of  our  citizens, 
among  those  privates  whom  you  honored  yesterday,  an,d  that  is  why 
I  consider  that  you  did  so  well,  so  nobly,  in  remembering  them  and  in 
erecting  the  most  unique  monument  that  has  ever  been  raised  to  com- 
memorate what  they  did.     (Applause). 

Three  years  are  a  long  time  in  an  ambassadorial  life.  I  have  been 
here  now  almost  nine  years.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  will  be  my 
privilege  to  be  still  the  French  Ambassador  three  years  from  now, 
but  whether  I  am  here  or  not  when  you  meet  again  hereafter,  you 
may  be  assured  that  so  long  as  I  live  I  shall  be  with  you  at  least  in 
mind,  wishing  the  prosperity  and  progress  of  your  Society  and  the 
propagation  of  the  ideas  which  have  caused;  its  foundation  and  which 
are  as  dear  to  a  French  as  to  an  American  heart.  (Applause  and 
cheers.) 

The  Ambassador  was  given  three  rousing  cheers. 

The  General  President:  If  this  Society  has  any  influence  with 
the  French  Government,  Monsieur  Jusserand  will  be  here  three  years 
more.     (Applause.) 

Our  next  regular  toast  is  "The  Army,"  by  which  we  wish  to  ex- 
press our  unfailing  loyalty  to  that  splendid  body,  an  organization 
born  with  the  flag  and  its  invincible  defender  ever  since.  (Applause.) 
I  shall  call  upon  Major-General  Wood,  the  distinguished  chief-of- 
staff,  to  respond;  but  as  an  introduction,  and  before  that,  the  New 
York  Society  wishes  to  a,dd  a  small  tribute  of  their  own  which  comes 
most  appropriately  from  the  State  of  New  York,  although  we  feel 
perfectly  sure  it  will  be  accompanied  by  the  hearty  good  wishes  of 
the  whole  Society.  I  will  ask  our  fellow-member,  Colonel  Ladd,  to 
make  the  presentation. 

Mr.  William  W.  Ladd,  of  New  York,  said : 

General  Wood,  it  has  recently  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  this 
Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution  in  the  State  of  New  York  that 
Battery  F  of  the  Fifth  Field  Artillery,  formerly  Battery  F  of  the 
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Fourth  Field  Artillery,  possesses  a  guidon  which  has  historic  value  and 
which  has  relation  to  the  early  history  of  the  country.  That  battery 
was  organized  on  the  first  of  March,  1776,  and  its  first  captain  was 
Alexander  Hamilton.  (Applause.)  Through  the  vicissitudes  of  ser- 
vice and  the  length  of  time  that  has  elapsed  since  this  guidon  was 
presented  to  the  Battery  it  is  now  in  such  condition  that  it  should  be 
replaced  by  a  new  one. 

The  Society  of  Sons  of  the  Revolution  in  the  State  of  New  York 
desires  to  present  to  the  Battery  through  you,  sir,  a  new  guidon  in  all 
respects  a  faithful  and  exact  copy  of  that  which  the  battery  has  long 
carried,  and  which  perpetuates  the  historic  fact  to  which  I  have  alluded. 
It  is  not  necessary  for  me  at  this  time  or  in  this  place  to  make  any 
extended  mention  of  the  services  of  Alexander  Hamilton.  It  is  suf- 
ficient to  say  that  his  brilliant  talents  and  his  varied  accomplishments, 
and  in  whatever  direction  they  were  employed  were  controlled  and 
guided  by  devotion  to  duty  and  loyalty  to  country.  In  this  connec- 
tion it  is  worthy  of  remark  thait  upon  this  guidon  there  is  the  motto 
of  the  battery,  "Faithful  and  True";  and  you,  sir,  know  better,  than 
any  one  of  us  present,  that  pibrase  it  as  you  may,  those  three  words 
embody  the  foundation  upon  which  is  built  all  true  military  discipline. 

I  have  the  honor,  therefore,  to  ask  that  you  will  accept  this  guidon 
i'or  presentation  to  the  battery  to  be  borne  by  it  in  remembrance  of  the 
distinguished  past  of  its  organization  and  as  an  incentive  to  its  mem- 
bers to  continue  to  uphold  that  high  standard  of  discipline  and  devo- 
tion to  duty  that  characterizes  our  national  army,  and  further  to  ever 
remind  ithem  that  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution  exist  not  merely  to  per- 
petuate and  recall  the  memories  of  the  past  services  to  the  country  of 
their  ancestors,  but  also  to  take  a  deep  interest  in  the  performance  of 
their  duty  to  the  nation  by  those  in  its  service  at  the  present  day  and 
that  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution  welcome  such  an  opportunity  as  this 
to  bear  witness  to  their  affection  and  regard  for  the  defenders  of  the 
flag.     (Applause.) 

The  orchestra  then  played  "The  Star  Spangled  Banner". 

The  General  President:    General  Wood.     (Applause.) 

Major-General  Wood,  said : 

I  wish  to  express  to  you,  sir,  and  through  you  to  the  New  York 
Chapter,  my  thanks  for  this  guidon,  and,  as  a  representative  of  the 
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army  to  inform  you  that  I  shall  forward  it  to  the  battery  designated, 
in  whose  behalf  I  'thank  yon,  and  assure  you  that  it  will  be  carried 
with  honor  and  guarded  as  faithfully  as  was  its  predecessor.  (Ap- 
plause.) 

Speaking  as  an  officer  of  the  army,  it  is  a  great  pleasure  to  find  a 
society  of  this  sort  in  existence  in  these  days  when  there  is  so  much 
to  discourage  the  development,  or  rather  the  maintenance,  of  the  old 
American  military  spirit.  We  hear  every  day  that  there  is  going  to 
be  no  more  war,  and  we  earnestly  hope  that  it  may  be  so,  but  we  must, 
to  a  large  extent,  judge  the  future  by  the  past.  We  know  that  the  sun 
rose  yesterday,  and  we  are  certain  that  it  will  rise  to-morrow.  We 
know  that  wars  always  have  taken  place,  and  we  are  certain  that  they 
will  occur  in  the  future,  perhaps  not  as  frequently  as  in  the  past,  but 
if  less  frequently,  they  will  come  much  more  suddenly  because  most 
of  the  great  nations  are  fully  prepared  for  war  and  realize  the  im- 
portance of  striking  the  first  blow.  They  will,  perhaps,  be  shorter, 
but,  on  the  whole,  less  deadly  than  the  protracted  wars  and  close 
fighting  of  former  days.  The  nature  of  man  has  not  so  changed  as  to 
warrant  the  assumption  that  hie  will  not  fight  when  questions  of  vital 
interest  are  involved.  We,  in  the  United  States,  have  drifted  along 
for  many  years  without  serious  thought  of  war,  or  preparation  for 
war.  We  have  always  felt  that  somehow  or  other  we  would  rise  to  the 
emergency  and,  though  wholly  unprepared,  succeed  against  an  equally 
brave,  and  well-prepared,  enemy.  We  have  never  yet  in  our  military 
history  met,  unaided,  a  first-class  power  prepared  for  war.  In  the 
Revolutionary  War  we  met  such  a  power,  it  is  true,  but  we  did  not 
fight  that  war  unaided  and  we  received  at  a  most  critical  stage  of  the 
war  the  invaluable  assistance  of  France  (applause),  an  assistance  which 
every  soldier  knows  was  of  inestimable  value  in  bringing  the  war  to  a 
successful  termination.  In  1812  we  met  the  same  country,  prepared 
for  war,  but  extensively  occupied  with  much  more  important  wars  on 
the  Continent.  We  were  at  that  time  a  comparatively  unimportant  issue. 
In  that  war  we  put  some  527,000  men  into  the  field.  The  largest  regu- 
lar British  force  opposed  to  us  at  any  one  time  on  this  continent  num- 
bered some  16,800  men.  Our  forces  were  defeated  in  every  land  battle 
except  Lundy's  Lane,  and  New  Orleans,  the  latter  fought  after  the 
conclusion  of  the  war.  At  sea  we  had  to  our  credit  a  list  of  splendid 
actions  between  individual  ships,  but  at  the  end  of  the  war  we  had 
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hardly  a  fighting  ship  afloat  which  was  not  under  blockade.  Our  coast- 
wise commerce  had  been  largely  destroyed  or  abandoned,  and  the  com- 
merce of  the  enemy  had  been  greatly  increased. 

The  Mexican  War  we  fought  against  an  enemy  less  strong  and  less 
prepared  even  than  ourselves.  The  war,  as  a  whole,  was  well-con- 
ducted, and  our  success  was  pronounced.  Our  enemy,  however,  was 
not  at  that  time  a  great  power  or  in  any  way  equal  to  us  in  resources. 

These  were  our  three  wars  with  foreign  powers. 

In  the  Civil  War  we  fought  an  enemy  as  unprepared  as  ourselves; 
both  sides  learned  the  art  of  war  together,  and  in  both  armies  were 
found  as  good,  if  not  the  best,  soldiers  the  world  has  ever  seen,  but  it 
took  years  to  do  it  and  the  unnecessary  sacrifice  of  thousands  of  valu- 
able lives. 

In  those  times  when  no  nation  had  a  thoroughly  prepared  and 
equipped  standing  army,  ready  for  instant  service,  there  was  more  or 
less  chance  to  prepare  for  war,  and  wars  were  usually  preceded  by  con- 
siderable periods  of  preparation,  but  in  ;these  days,  when  oceans,  in- 
stead of  being  barriers,  are,  for  those  countries  which  possess  sea  con- 
trol, a  convenient  and  ready  means  of  transporting  troops,  and  when 
most  of  the  countries  with  which  we  may  come  in  conflict  have  large 
and  well-organized  armies  ready  to  move  at  once,  it  behooves  us  to 
make  reasonable  preparations  for  war,  and  while  we  realize  that  in 
this  country  it  is  not  possible  to  maintain  a  large  army  we  should 
foster  the  military  spirit — I  don't  mean  a  quarrelsome,  braggadocio 
spirit,  but  the  true  military  spirit.  We  should  impress  upon  the  youth 
of  this  country  that  they  have  an  obligation  to  fulfill;  that  it  is,  to  pre- 
pare themselves  to  perform  efficiently  the  duties  of  a  soldier  in  time  of 
war.  We  should  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  offered  by  the 
public  schools  to  instruct  all  boys  old  enough  to  handle  a  rifle  in  its 
use.  All  public  schools  should  maintain  a  military  organization,  not 
only  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  the  boys  in  the  use  of  the  rifle  and 
bayonet,  but  as  a  means  of  physical  training,  and  mental  and  physical 
discipline.  There  is  an  excellent  bill  now  before  Congress  for  the 
establishment  of  rifle  shooting  in  the  public  schools.  It  is  hoped  that 
this  bill  may  become  a  law,  for  the  knowledge  of  the  use  of  the  rifle 
is  rapidly  passing  away.  Sixty  or  seventy  years  ago  most  of  our 
people  used  firearms.     To-day  few  people  use  them,  and  you  would 
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be  surprised  to  know  how  small  a  proportion  of  our  recruits  know 
anything  about  the  use  of  arms.  And  we  have  unconsciously  drifted 
away  from  all  military  exercises  and  practices,  and  have  been  content 
to  say,  "We  have  always  come  out  all  right;  we  can  lick  anybody  that 
comes  a]ong."  We  may  win  out  in  war,  but  it  will  be  at  a  tremendous 
cost,  unless  we  make  preparation,  and  involve  the  needless  sacrifice 
of  thousands  of  lives.  This  preparation  should  include,  as,  I  have 
stated,  the  instruction  of  all  our  boys  in  the  use  of  the  rifle  and  the 
bayonet,  and  the  simple  military  exercises,  and  in  the  maintenance 
of  our  army,  not  as  a  police  force  but  as  a  training  school  for  the  larg- 
est possible  number  of  men.  We  should  reduce  our  enlistment  period 
to  the  shortest  consistent  with  thorough  instruction.  Thorough  in- 
struction can  be  given,  as  is  seen  all  over  Europe,  in  between  one  and 
two  years,  provided  the  army  is  so  organized  and  assembled  as  to  be 
freed  from  the  police  and  other  duties  incident  to  maintaining  many 
different  posts  with  extensive  grounds,  roads  and  walks.  Few  changes 
could  be  more  disastrous  to  our  military  service  than  lengthening  the 
period  of  enlistment  and  consequently  reducing  the  number  of  men 
under  instruction.  Bather  than  lengthen  the  period  of  enlistment  it 
would  be  well  for  us  to  consider  what  has  already  been  done  in  foreign 
countries ;  namely,  the  enlistment  for  shorter  periods  than  the  regular 
enlistment  of  men  who  have  certain  educational  qualifications;  gradu- 
ates from  the  higher  schools  and  universities,  for  instance.  If  we 
could  give  these  men  even  a  year  of  service  and  return  them  to  civil 
occupations  they  would  be  a  valuable  asset  in  time  of  war.  We  do  not 
want  to  keep  men  so  long  with  the  colors  that  their  return  to  civil  life 
is  impracticable.  Our  policy  should  be,  not  to  have  the  same  men  under 
instruction  indefinitely,"  but  to  instruct  as  many  different  men  as  pos- 
sible and  return  them  to  civil  life,  the  better  for  their  military  train- 
ing, with  a  greater  respect  for  authority  and  the  flag,  and  a  higher 
sense  of  their  responsibilities  as  citizens. 

A  number  of  people  have  spoken  about  the  mobilization  down  in 
Texas,  and  have  said,  with  much  satisfaction,  "You  see,  we  are  pre- 
pared for  war";  and  have  shown  a  great  deal  of  surprise,  if  not  in- 
credulity, when  informed  that,  while  the  mobilization  of  10,000  regular 
troops  is  a  very  simple  thing,  or  of  all  our  regular  establishment,  the 
mobilization  of  from  450,000  to  600,000  troops,  most  of  them  militia 
and  volunteers,  which  would  be  necessary  in  actual  war,  would  be  a 
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very  difficult  proceeding  and  would  require,  in  our  present  state  of 
preparation,  several  months.  We  are  trying  to  prepare  as  thoroughly 
as  we  can  for  the  day  of  trouble  which  we  know  is  coming,  just  when 
no  one  can  tell,  but  with  our  greatly  increased  responsibilities  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  world,  and  widely  increased  sphere  of  influence,  the 
possibility  of  conflict  has  been  greatly  increased.  I  hope  and  feel  sure 
that  people  of  your  kind  will  back  the  army  in  its  efforts  to  prepare 
>the  militia  for  service  in  case  it  should  be  called  upon,  and  to  create  a 
wholesome  public  opinion  on  military  matters,  which  will  combat  the 
emasculating  type  of  sentiment  which  we  hear  so  much  of  to-day  to 
the  'effect  that  all  instruction  which  tends  to  make  boys  soldiers,  or  to 
build  up  the  military  spirit,  should  be  eliminated  from  our  public 
schools.  For,  Heaven  knows,  if  any  race  of  men  loses  the  fighting 
spirit  when  vital  questions  are  involved  and  cannot  be  otherwise  set- 
tled, such  a  condition  marks  the  beginning  of  decadence.  We  talk 
about  the  great  cost  of  armaments.  We  spend  on  our  army  and  navy 
proper  perhaps  two  hundred  million  dollars  per  year,  but  we  carry 
under  the  heads  of  army  and  navy  many  charges  which  do  not  directly 
belong  to  the  army  and  navy,  which  are  hardly  preparations  for  war. 
You  don't  hear  a  word  said  about  the  scores  of  millions  of  dollars 
dropped  every  year  by  tourists  in  Europe,  or  the  two  hundred  and 
seventy-five  million  dollars  which  are  sent  out  of  the  country  to  Europe 
to  maintain  families  over  there  or  to  bring  them  over  here.  And  you 
don't  hear,  in  talking  about  armament,  that  every  bit  of  the  money 
is  spent  in  this  country;  that  we  buy  little  or  nothing  for  our  arma- 
ment abroad ;  that  it  is  all  work  for  Americans  of  all  classes ;  that  the 
coal,  the  iron  and  steel,  the  materials  which  go  into  the  armament,  are 
all  practically  made  in  this  country.  And  that  the  money  is  spent  in 
this  country  and  goes  into  the  pockets  of  our  own  people  and  is  all 
part  of  the  economic  system.  You  hear  nothing  of  that;  you  hear 
only  of  the  cost  of  armament.  The  cost  of  armaments  is  considerable; 
but  if  you  take  the  great  countries  of  Europe  to-day  you  will  find  that 
armaments  and  preparedness  for  war  have  been  coincident  with  the 
increase  of  wealth,  with  the  continuance  of  peace  and  with  marked 
developments  in  the  arts  and  sciences.  Europe  has  never  known  so 
long  a  peace  as  the  peace  which  has  existed  among  great  Powers  in 
recent  years,  and  we  all  know  that  without  thorough  preparedness  for 
war  that  peace,  which  has  meant  so  much  for  Europe,  would  have  been 
impossible. 
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In  America  we  ought  to  take  a  sensible  view  of  the  situation.  "We 
should  support  a  policy  of  general  military  instruction  in  our  public 
schools,  that  is,  instruction  in  the  use  of  arms,  especially  the  rifle,  and 
in  the  elements  of  military  training.  We  should  encourage  the  militia 
and  insist  upon  its  being  placed  upon  the  highest  plane  of  efficiency. 
Our  boys  should  be  encouraged  to  go  into  the  militia.  We  should  make 
every  possible  effort  to  eliminate  politics  from  this  service,  for,  under 
the  present  law,  we  must  take  the  militia  as  organized  as  a  part  of  the 
first  line  in  time  of  war,  and  it  would  be  criminal  to  send  the  thou- 
sands of  young  men  in  this  service  into  battle  under  uninstructed  offi- 
cers. The  public  should  give  the  regular  army  the  heartiest  support. 
It  is  the  principal  military  training  school  of  the  people.  From  its 
officers  come  the  principal  instructors  of  the  militia.  The  greater 
number  of  men  within  reason  that  we  can  give  a  short  period  of  mili- 
tary service  the  better.  That  is  to  say,  the  more  men  we  can  bring 
into  the  military  service  for  a  sufficient  period  of  time  to  teach  them 
the  use  of  the  rifle  and  the  essentials  of  the  soldier's  profession,  the 
better  prepared  we  shall  be  for  war.  It  is  with  this  end  in  view  that 
we  desire  the  continuance  of  short  enlistments  in  the  army  and  in  the 
militia,  and  wish  to  turn  the  men  back  into  civil  life  feeling  sure  that 
they  will  come  to  the  colors  in  case  of  war.  We  know  that,  in  Germany 
and  France,  military  training  has  resulted  in  no  economic  loss ;  it  has, 
in  fact,  resulted  not  only  in  increased  economic  efficiency,  but  it  has 
resulted  in  making  those  who  have  had  service  not  only  better  citizens 
but  it  has  made  them  more  efficient  and  dependable  in  public  service. 
A  man  who  has  had  good  military  training  obeys  orders  and  respects 
the  flag  and  laws  of  his  country  to  a  greater  extent  than  he  who  has 
not.  His  value  as  a  workman  is  fully  20  per  cent,  greater  than  before 
his  military  training.  He  is  better  physically  and  mentally,  better 
disciplined,  has  more  respect  for  authority,  and  carries  out  more 
promptly  and  more  exactly  the  instructions  of  his  superiors.  The 
main  thing  to  be  remembered  is,  that  this  service  should  be  as  short 
as  consistent  with  efficiency,  and  should  include  as  many  men  as  pos- 
sible. 

It  is  not  our  policy  to  build  up  militarism,  but  it  is  a  wise  policy 
to  foster  a  proper  military  spirit  and  by  all  means  in  our  power  to 
build  up  a  reasonably  efficient  and  thoroughly  equipped  military  estab- 
lishment, which  must  include  not  only  the  regular  army  and  militia, 
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but  a  thoroughly  trained  and  organized  reserve,  made  up  of  men  who 
have  served  one  or  more  enlistments  in  these  services.  For,  as  much 
as  we  may  desire  peace  and  hope  for  arbitration,  there  will  always  be 
some  matters  which  cannot  be  arbitrated  and  in  the  settlement  of 
which  wars  will  arise.  To  fail  to  recognize  this  is  to  court  disaster. 
(Applause.) 

The  General  President:  The  army  and  the  navy  are  our  best 
sureties  for  peace,  (applause)  and  I  wish  every  word  that  General 
Wood  has  said  could  be  said  at  every  public  dinner  that  is  kept  upon 
this  anniversary  of  the  Battle  of  Lexington.  The  efficiency  of  the 
navy  is  said  to  be  due  to  the  men  behind  the  guns ;  but  the  control  of 
the  navy  is  due  to  the  men  from!  five  (hundred  to  five  thousand  miles 
behind  the  guns  who  reside  in  the  Navy  Department  in  this  city.  It 
is  proper  therefore,  that  in  giving  our  toast  to  "The  Navy'-'  we  should 
hear  from  one  who  is  familiar  with  the  power  that  controls  the  navy, 
and  accordingly  I  am  going  to  ask  to  respond  to  tha<t  toast  a  member 
of  the  District  of  Columbia  Society  of  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  a  worthy 
representative  of  the  Navy  Department,  formerly  the  Assistant  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  the  Honorable  Frank  W.  Hackett. 

The  orchestra  here  played  ' '  Nancy  Lee. ' ' 

Honorable  Frank  Warren  Hackett  said : 

Mr.  President-General  and  Brother-Sons  of  the  Revolution : — You 
can't  imagine  with  how  much  curiosity  I  listened  to  my  old  friend, 
Wetmore,  to  find  out  in  what  terms  he  proposed  to  introduce  me  here 
to-night;  and  for  originality  I  think  he  "beats  the  band,"  certainly. 

It  is  so  long  ago  that  I  was  in  the  Navy  Department  that  it  is 
with  some  difficulty  that  I  shall  be  able  to  rescue  a  few  fragments  in 
that  particular  to  presemt  to  you.  But  I  am>  going  to  depart  from  the 
usual  manner  of  after-dinner  speaking.  My  friend,  General  Wood, 
has  had  the  good  grace  to  close  with  a  moral. 

There  is  an  art  of  after-dinner  speaking — by  the  way,  I  understand 
that  a  certain  distinguished'  ex-Senator  is  at  work  on  a  volume  of 
some  four  or  five  hundred  pages,  to  explain  it.  Let  me  begin  by  tell- 
ing you  a  story,  which  you  will  enjoy,  I  know,  because  you  have  all 
heard  it  before.  Joe  Chamberlain  tells  it  of  himself,  that  he  was  the 
guest  of  honor,  at  a  banquet  in  England,  and  when  the  coffee  was 
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brought  in,  the  chairman  said :  ' l  Mr.  Chamberlain,  shall  we  let  these 
people  enjoy  themselves  a  little  longer,  or  will  you  begin  your  speech?" 
(Laughter.) 

Now  I  want  to  say  that  what  I  am  going  to  tell  you  will  strike 
you  as  having  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  what  I  am  talking  about; 
but  I  rememberj  reading  many  years  ago  of  an  English  clergyman 
who  had  a  morbid  desire  never  to  claim  anything  as  original  which 
was  not  his.  It  is  said  that  on  one  occasion  he  uttered  a  prayer  some- 
what after  this  fashion:  "0  Lord,  we  thank  Thee  that  Thou  hast 
brought  us  in  safety  through  the  night;  that  Thou  hast  refreshed  us 
with  sleep — sleep  which  a  writer  in  a  late  number  of  the  Edinburgh 
Eeview  has  aptly  described  as  the  image  of  death.' '     (Laughter.) 

I  have  -that  same  feeling;  I  don't  want  to  claim  the  honor  here 
for  a  successful  speech  without  giving  the  credit  to  the  person  to  whom 
those  honors  are  really  due.  You  have  made  me  very  happy  to-day 
by  electing  ais  your  P'resident-General  one  of  the  most  charming  men 
in  the  country,  my  old  friend,  Edmund  Wetmore.  (Applause.)  He 
has  not  only  been  my  friend,  but  he  has  been  my  guardian  for  a  great 
many  years.  Let  me  tell  you  that  he  took  occasion  that  I  should  not 
go  astray  here  to-night.  He  went  to  the  trouble  to  write  me  a  letter, 
and  I  have  a  copy  otf  it  here  in  my  pocket.  He  very  kindly  wrote  to 
me:  "The  great  point  is,  to  interest  the  audience  and  not  keep  them 
too  long."  (Laughter.)  What  I  admire  in  this  suggestion  is  the 
fecundity  of  ideas  they  have  over  there  in  New  York.  (Laughter.)  A 
great  many  of  these  ideas  do  not  occur  to  us  in  Washington ;  that  is  the 
reason  I  suppose  why  our  profession  charges  bigger  fees  in  New  York 
than  we  lawyers  do  here. 

By  the  way  what  was  the  subject?  "The  Navy!"  Oh,  I  beg  par- 
don. "The  Navy."  Your  speaking  of  the  Navy  reminds  me  very 
much  of  what  the  young  lady  said  about  Niagara  Falls.  Somebody 
asked  her  if  she  had  ever  been  there,  and  she  replied :  "No,  I  have  never 
been  there,  but  I  have  heard  them  very  highly  spoken  of."    (Laughter.) 

It  is  the  easiest  thing  in  the  world  to  talk  about  the  Navy,  because 
everybody  knows  there  is  nothing  too  great  in  the  way  of  praise  that 
can  be  bestowed  upon  the  United  States  Navy.  (Applause.)  Some 
of  you  who  live  here  in  Washington — who  are  not  so  fortunate  as  to 
live  in  New  York — have  seen  processions  go  by  from  time  to  time, 
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have  witnessed  the  splendid  marching  of  the  soldiers — and  no  soldiers  in 
any  country,  it  seems  to  me,  can  march  better — and  they  receive  the 
applause  of  everybody.  But  by  and  by  there  comes  a  little  change,  and 
we  see  the  superb  marine  corps  marching  along.  I  confess  (if  Gen- 
eral Wood  will  permit  me)  that  their  marching  is  just  a  little  better 
than  that  of  the  soldiers.  Behind  the  marines  come  the  jackies,  and 
then  you  have  tremendous  applause  everywhere.  Why  is  it?  It  is 
because  of  that  free  and  easy  gait  of  theirs  which  carries  to  the  mind 
of  the  spectator  a  thought  of  the  bounding  sea.  All  of  us  somehow 
admire  the  man  who  goes  to  sea;  sometimes  the  girls  like  him  better 
when  he  comes  home. 

Look  at  the  record  of  our  Navy.  It  speaks  for  itself,  from  the 
days  of  John  Paul  Jones  (applause),  of  the  Kevolution,  down  to  the 
days  of  Dewey  and  Sampson.  (Applause.)  Whatever  is  said  in  praise 
of  the  Navy  ever  finds,  I  need  not  assure  you,  a  warm  response  in  the 
hearts  of  the  people. 

There  was  a  time  when  we  of  the  seaboard  knew  most  about  the 
doings  of  the  Navy,  but  to-day  dwellers  in  the  interior,  all  through  the 
West,  are  as  proud  of  the  Navy  and  as  familiar  with  its  record 
as  those  of  us  who  are  close  to  salt  water.  So  it  is  not  necessary  for 
me  to  do  more  than  simply  to  say  that  the  record,  the  historic  record 
of  the  Navy,  is  a  spur  to  honorable  and  noble  achievements  in  the 
future.  You  may  depend  upon  it  that,  if  the  time  shall  come  when 
the  Navy  is  needed,  every  man  in  it  will  be  true  to  the  call  of  duty. 

Before  I  sit  down  I  do  want  to  add  a  single  word :  First,  I  wish 
to  say  something  in  praise  of  an  eminent  statesman  who  has  now  left 
the  halls  of  Congress,  who  was  always  a  true  friend  of  the  Navy.  I 
refer  to  Senator  Eugene  Hale.  There  are  many  people  who  little  know 
how  much  that  statesman  has  done  for  the  benefit  of  the  Navy.  His 
wise  and  prudent  course  commends  itself  to  everyone  who  is  familiar 
with  the  facts.  I  am  sure  you  will  join  me  in  wishing  for  him  in  his 
retirement  long  life  and  happiness.     (Applause.) 

I  would  not  be  true  to  myself  were  I  not  to  say  just  a  word  as 
to  the  true  mission  of  the  Navy.  I  agree  heart  and  soul  with  what 
General  Wood  says  as  to  being  prepared  in  case  of  war;  but  I  think, 
and  you  will  think,  that  the  dominant  note  in  all  we  do  for  the  Army 
and  Navy  should  be  to  further  the  interest  of  peace.    I  hail  the  coming 
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of  the  day  when  a  war  between  two  great  nations,  governed  by  wise 
statesmen,  will  seem  and  indeed  be  quite  impossible.  And  I  would 
have,  if  I  could,  an  influence  go  out  from  here  that  shall  say  to  those 
who  are  to  appropriate  money  for  the  Navy,  that  our  object  is  not 
to  increase  largely  the  number  of  ships,  but  to  increase  the  efficiency 
of  the  personnel,  if  indeed  anything  of  that  remains  to  be  done. 

With  what  pride  can  we  point  to  the  recent  achievements  in  target 
practice  in  the  United  States  Navy!  I  dare  say  you  do  not  know  the 
particulars,  but  they  are  really  wonderful.  I  hope  that  we  shall  set 
the  example  to  Europe  to  stop  building  a  great  many  vessels,  and  be 
content  with  a  navy  of  moderate  size ;  that  we  shall  see  to  it  that  all 
on  board  the  ship,  officers  and  men  alike,  prove  efficient  in  the  highest 
degree.  And  I  think  that  is  a  standard  of  achievement  that  we  are 
rapidly  approaching;  and  we  can  take  a  just  pride  in  saying  that  the 
personnel  of  the  American  Navy  is  even  higher  to-day  than  it  has  ever 
been  in  the  past.     (Applause.) 

The  General  President  :  Before  our  final  toast,  and  as  prepara- 
tory to  the  subject  of  that  final  toast,  I  will  propose  the  toast  sacred 
to  this  day. 

"To  the  Memory  of  George  Washington/'  to  be  drunk  standing 
and  in  silence. 

The  toast  proposed  was  drunk  in  silence,  after  which  the  orchestra 
played  "America." 

The  General  President:  And  now,  brethren,  our  toast  is  "The 
Day  We  Celebrate."  It  is  celebrated  throughout  the  country;  it  is 
celebrated  today  in  New  York,  and  yet  I  may  truly  say  that  almost 
daily  in  New  York  there  is  a  day  that  we  celebrate;  and  it  is  that 
day  when  the  distinguished  speaker  that  I  am  now  about  to  introduce 
left  Washington  and  the  Attorney  General's  office  for  the  purpose  of 
becoming  a  citizen  and  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  bar  of  the 
City  of  New  York.  (Applause.)  You  will  perceive  after  he  has  spoken 
that  I  have  not  said  too  much.  I  have  the  honor  of  introducing  the 
Honorable  James  M.  Beck.    (Applause.) 

The  band  then  played  "Yankee  Doodle." 

The  Honorable  James  M.  Beck  said : 

Mr.  President-General,  Your  Excellency,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  :— 
I.  do  not  know  whether  you  will  regard  it  as  a  direful  warning  or  as  a 
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pleasant  reassurance  when  I  tell  yon  that  I  am  not  here  with  a  pre- 
pared speech.  This  is  not  due  to  any  lack  of  appreciation  on  my 
part  of  the  dignity  of  the  occasion  or  the  especial  interest  of  the 
toast,  to  which  the  Society  has  done  me  the  honor  to  assign  me.  It  is 
rather  due  to  a  growing  dislike  on  my  part  of  serious  after-dinner 
speaking,  for  reasons  to  which  I  will  refer.  Even  if  I  were  disposed 
to  speak  at  any  length,  I  should  feel  to-night  in  the  position  of  Cordelia 
who,  when  invited  to  make  the  last  of  three  after-dinner  addresses 
before  her  father  Lear,  the  favors  being  an  equal  portion  of  his 
kingdom,  found  that  her  sisters,  GToneril  and  Began,  who  from  mili- 
tant qualities  were  perhaps  the  original  Daughters  of  the  Eevolution 
(laughter)  had  anticipated  all  that  poor  Cordelia  could  say,  and  there- 
fore at  the  risk  of  losi::g  the  portion  which  the  indulgent  father  sought 
to  give  her,  could  say  "nothing." 

I  shall  not  even  have  the  self-satisfaction  of  the  Puritan  an- 
cestor, from  whom  I  derive  my  privilege  to  be  a  member  of  the  Sons 
of  the  Eevolution.  He  was  an  austere  and  unbending  Puritan  deacon, 
and,  besides  his  other  qualities,  had  the  ability  to  deliver  on  occasion 
a  very  lengthy  prayer  in  the  meeting  house.  On  one  occasion  he  was 
delivering  one  of  these  lengthy  precatory  exhortations  and  had  con- 
cluded it  and  said  "Amen"  to  the  very  great  relief  of  all  those  in 
the  meeting  house.  Suddenly  he  was  seen  to  arise  again  and  say, 
"My  brethren,  I  have  a  very  sorrowful  confession  to  make."  No- 
body knew  what  was  coming,  and  everybody  waited  to  see  what  this 
stern  old  Puritan  was  about  to  confess.  Then  he  said,  "My  sisters 
and  brethren,  when  I  concluded  that  prayer  Satan  whispered  in  my 
ear  Eliakim,  that  was  a  good  prayer.  (Laughter.)  And,  I  believed 
him."  (Laughter.)  Now,  I  cannot  lay  that  flattering  unction  to  my 
soul  to-night,  for  reasons  that  will  presently  appear. 

First  I  must  comment  upon  a  remarkable  omission.  Neither  on 
the  part  of  the  experienced  toastmaster,  the  head  of  our  Society; 
nor  on  the  part  of  the  distinguished  Ambassador  from  France,  the 
representative  of  the  most  gallant  and  courtly  people  on  the  face 
of  the  earth,  (applause)  nor  from  the  Major-General  of  our  army, 
from  whom  at  least  it  ought  to  have  been  expected,  nor  from  my 
very  handsome  and  eloquent  friend  upon  my  left,  Mr.  Hackett,  was 
there  the  slightest  allusion  to  that  parterre  of  loveliness  upon  my  left 
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(referring  to  the  ladies  present).  (Applause.)  Either  we  Sons  of 
the  Revolution  are  hopelessly  blind  or  we  are  in  gallantry  degenerate 
sons  of  worthy  and  always  gallant  sires.  Certain  it  is,  that  in  drinking 
to  the  memory  of  George  Washington  we  should  remember  that  he 
did  not  fail  to  pay  a  tribute  to  those  women  of  the  Revolution,  who 
not  only  clothed  his  Continentals,  but  wove  the  very  colors  for  which 
those  raged  Continentals  so  bravely  died.    (Applause.) 

I  recall  that  to  Esther  Reed,  the  head  of  the  Philadelphia  Wom- 
en 's  Committeee  which  sought  to  send  clothes  to  Valley  Forge  for  the 
army,  Washington  wrote  substantially  as  follows:  "The  army  ought 
not  to  regret  its  sacrifices  or  its  sufferings  when  they  meet  with  so 
flattering  a  reward  as  in  the  sympathy  of  your  sex,  nor  can  it  fear 
that  its  interests  will  be  neglected,  when  espoused  by  advocates  as 
powerful  as  they  are  amiable."    (Applause.) 

But,  to  hark  back  to  what  I  started  to  say  when  I  tried  to  make 
amends  for  the  neglect  of  the  preceding  speakers,  it  seems  to  me  there 
is  a  striking  contrast  between  the  dinner  customs  of  the  present 
Sons  of  the  Revolution  and  those  forebears  whose  patriotic  achieve- 
ments give  a  raison  d'etre  for  our  organization.  So  far  as  my  read- 
ing goes,  after-dinner  speaking  as  we  know  it  now  was  unknown  at 
the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century.  I  do  not  doubt  that  our  forefathers, 
after  discreetly  dismissing  the  ladies  to  the  drawing  room,  proceeded  at 
once  to  drink  the  toast  to  the  King ;  and  then  to  the  ladies ;  and  these 
may  have  been  the  occasion  of  some  short  informal  remarks,  but  the 
set  speech  on  serious  topics  was  at  least  unusual.  Our  forefathers 
preferred  to  see  how  quickly  and  expeditiously  they  could  drink  each 
other  under  the  table. 

We  take  these  occasions  more  seriously  and  generally  turn  away 
the  current  of  the  gastric  juices,  by  a  series  of  speeches  upon  topics 
some  of  which  are  more  or  less  alien  to  the  joyful  character  of  a  public 
dinner.  I  have  in  mind  dinners  in  New  York  when  I  have  suffered 
martyrdom,  when  for  illustration,  the  necessity  of  a  central  bank  was 
discussed  for  one  hour  after  dinner. 

Can  you  imagine,  for  example,  the  great  men  who  met  in  the 
"Mermaid"  in  the  days  of  Queen  Elizabeth — days  so  quick  in  wit 
and  intellectual  brilliancy  that  Beaumont  could  write,  in  substance: 
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"Oh,  what  things  have  we  seen  at  the  Mermaid. 
Heard  words  so  nimble  and  so  full  of  subtle  flame, 
That  it  seemed  everyone  from  whence  it  came, 
Had  meant  to  press  his  whole  life  in  a  single  jest 
And  then  resolved  to  live  a  fool  the  rest 
Of  his  dull  life. ' ' 

(Laughter.) 

Can  you  imagine  "rare  Ben  Jonson"  arising,  and  solemnly  saying : 

"We  have  with  us  to-night  a  young  gentleman  who  has  come 
down  from  the  country  so  recently  that  the  straw  is  hardly  out  of 
his  chin  beard — I  believe  he  has  written  some  sugared  sonnets  and 
some  entertaining  plays — it  gives  me  pleasure  to  introduce  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Shakespeare  who  will  speak  upon  the  elevation  of  the  stage.'1 
(Applause  and  laughter.) 

Or,  can  you  imagine  that  other,  the  later  but  not  greater  Johnson- 
Sam  Johnson — at  those  other  great  gatherings  in  the  " Mitre,' ?  rising 
and  saying: 

"We  are  now  finished  with  our  dinner,  and  the  post-prandial  exer- 
cises will  be  begun.  Mr.  Burke  will  read  a  paper  on  the  necessity  of  a 
central  bank.  Mr.  Garrick  will  speak  upon  the  influence  of  Shakespeare 
upon  our  stage.  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  will  speak  upon  Ancient  and 
Modern  Art." 

I  think  most  of  the  spirit  and  character  of  those  rare  occasions 
would  have  gone  with  the  development  of  after-dinner  speaking  as 
we  have  it  today.  When  the  time  for  after-dinner  speaking  comes  T 
always  remember  those  lines  of  Gray,  I  think  they  were  written  in  the 
"Beggars  Opera,"  if  I  am  not  greatly  mistaken: 

"So  comes  the  reckoning  when  the  banquet's  o'er 
A   dreadful  reckoning,  when  men  smile  no  more." 
(Applause.) 

I  am  asked  to  speak  to-night  to  the  toast,  "The  Day  We  Cele- 
brate." And  here  again  I  am  handicapped  because  I  cannot  employ 
the  rhetorical  expedients  which  Mr.  Edward  Everett  did  on  one  or  tne 
anniversaries  of  Lexington  and  Concord.  I  remember  once  asking  the 
late  Senator  Hoar  whether  the  story  was  true  as  T  had   originally 
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heard  it  from  Doctor  William  H.  Furness.  He  told  me  it  was  true. 
The  story  was  that  Edward  Everett,  having  to  deliver  a  formal  ora- 
tion on  the  battle  of  Lexington  and  Concord,  before  the  time  for  de- 
livering the  oration  asked  whether  there  were  any  survivors  of  the 
battle  in  the  neighborhood,  and  he  was  told  that  somewheres  in  the  rural 
districts  there  happened  to  be  two  nonagenarians  who  had  been  among 
the  embattled  farmers.  He  sought  them  and  then  said,  "I  want  you 
to  come  to  the  exercises,  and  when  I  reach  a  certain  apostrophe  to  the 
survivors  of  the  battle — I  want  you  to  arise ;"  and  they  said  they 
would.  When  he  came  to  that  part  in  his  address,  and  swelling 
with  all  the  glory  of  his  oratory,  said:  "And  you  survivors  of  Lexing- 
ton and  Concord/ '  the  two  gentlemen  arose  upon  their  cue.  And 
then  he  said  to  them,  "Venerable  sirs,  be  seated;  it  is  I  that  should 
stand  in  your  presence."  (Laughter.)  After  the  speaking  was  over 
one  of  these  survivors  of  the  battle  turned  to  the  other  and  said,  "I 
don't  know  what  was  the  matter  with  Squire  Everett,  first  he  told 
us  to  stand  up  and  then  he  told  us  to  sit  down."    (Laughter.) 

Speaking  seriously,  there  is  a  value  in  recalling  the  epic  achievements 
of  Lexington  and  Concord.  We  are  reminded  of  that  beautiful  spring 
morning  when,  just  as  the  sun  was  casting  its  first  shadows  across 
the  sward  at  Lexington,  Pitcairn's  red-coated  grenadiers  approached 
that  little  band  under  Captain  Parker  and  ordered  them,  to  disperse. 
Captain  Parker  said,  as  you  will  recall,  before  Pitcairn's  men  came 
in  sight,  "If  this  war  is  to  begin,  it  might  just  as  well  begin  here  and 
now."  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  incident  itself  was  one  of  superb  and 
yet  seeming  fatuous  folly,  for  there  was  no  question  at  all  that  the 
minute  men,  small  in  number  and  insufficient  to  cope  with  so  power- 
ful an  adversary,  could  not  stand  their  ground,  and  it  seemed  a  need- 
less effusion  of  blood;  for,  with  the  first  firing  of  Pitcairn's  guns  a  few 
men  fell  to  the  sod,  the  Continentals  dispersed  and  the  battle  of 
Lexington  was  over. 

That  which  gives  to  this  seemingly  useless  sacrifice  of  life  its 
epic  beauty  is  the  fact  that  it  was  a  deliberate  act  of  martyrdom  on 
the  part  of  brave  men.  (Applause.)  They  could  not  have  hoped  for 
the  slightest  success,  as  the  world  measures  success.  They  could  not 
have  imagined  even  faintly  the  illimitable  possibilities  that  would 
flow  from  that  first  shot  for  American  independence.  They  stood 
their  ground  against  a  superior  foe  with   knowledge  that   some  of 
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them  would  be  killed,  and  that  apparently  the  martyrdom  would 
lead  to  very  little  if  any  practical  results;  and  it  is  that  which  gives 
to  that  green  sward  of  Lexington  the  sacred  character  attributed 
by  Byron  to  the  Castle  of  Chillon  when  he  said : 

"Thy  prison  is  a  holy  place 

And  thy  sad  floor  an  altar. 

For  'twas  trod  by  him  whose  very  footsteps  left  a  trace 

Worn  as  if  the  cold  pavement  were  a  sod,  by  Bonivard, 

Let  none  those  marks  efface  for  they  appeal 

From  tyranny  to  God." 

(Applause.) 

Standing  by  itself,  the  incident  was  only  one  of  a  thousand  similar 
incidents  in  history — incidents  happening  almost  every  day  some- 
where in  the  civilized  world,  where  two  armed  forces  meet  and  with- 
out declaration  of  war  and  without  any  of  the  conventionalities  of  an 
armed*  conflict,  there  is  a  clash,  a  flash  of  human  passion  and  some  men 
fall  to  the  ground.  To  me  the  most  significant  thing  about  Lexing- 
ton and  Concord  is  not  what  took  place  then,  but  what  preceded  and 
succeeded  the  first  shot  of  the  embattled  farmers.  One  of  the  most 
surprising  things  in  the  history  of  the  world  happened,  for  before  the 
following  Saturday  night  in  that  little,  sparsely  settled  country,  six- 
teen thousand  men  were  mobilized  and  commenced  the  siege  of  Boston. 

Major-General  Wood  referred  to  the  fact  that  the  War  Depart- 
ment had  been  complimented  for  the  facility  with  which  it,  with  all 
the  marvelous  facilities  which  have  revolutionized  the  art  of  war,  the 
facilities  of  the  steamship  and  the  railroad  and  the  telegraph  and  the 
superb  and  magnificent  organization — put  no  greater  number  of  men 
upon  the  banks  of  the  Bio  Grande  within  a  few  weeks — and  yet  these 
men  of  1774,  without  steamship,  railroad  or  telegraph,  with  no  other 
means  of  intelligence  than  post-riders,  without  any  ability  whatever 
to  have  a  common  or  central  organization,  unless  the  committees  of 
correspondence  should  be  so  called,  these  men,  farmers  leaving  their 
plows  at  the  first  word  of  the  post-rider  as  he  sped  along  the  road,  so 
well  mobilized  their  forces  that  as  I  have  said  before,  within  less  than 
one  week,  by  the  following  Saturday  night,   sixteen  thousand  men 
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from  the  farms  of  New  England  were  in  front  of  Boston  and  besieg- 
ing the  armed  force  of  General  Gage.  (Applause.)  The  swift  up- 
rising of  the  brave  Tyrolese  is  not  more  heroic  or  wonderful. 

Up  to  that  time  it  was  common  talk  in  the  London  coffee  houses 
that  we  were  a  poor-spirited,  weak,  cowardly,  infirm  and  incapable 
people  who  could  not  possibly  defend  ourselves;  who,  as  I  think  one 
illustrious  statesman  said,  were  only  lions  as  long  as  our  English 
cousins  were  lambs  and  who  would  flee  incontinently  upon  the  first 
appearance  of  the  bayonet  of  the  red-coated  regulars.  But,  from  the 
time  that  those  sixteen  thousand  men  came  so  swiftly  at  the  call  of 
their  country  in  front  of  the  gates  of  Boston,  not  only  was  there  a 
nation  which  needed  no  formal  declaration  to  make  it  a  nation,  but 
from  that  day  to  this  there  has  never  been  a  nation  in  all  this  world 
that  has  assumed  that  it  could  attack  the  United  States  of  America 
with  impunity.    (Applause.) 

Whether  or  not  we  have  a  large  standing  army;  the  resourceful- 
ness of  the  American  people,  their  ability  to  act  in  concert  and  to  act 
effectively,  was  demonstrated  in  that  week  in  April  in  a  way  that 
has  never  since  admitted  of  any  serious  question. 

But  far  more  remarkable  to  me,  and  I  have  never  heard  it  com- 
mented upon,  was  what  preceded;  because  on  the  part  of  an  indi- 
vidual as  well  as  a  nation,  an  act  of  self-restraint  is  infinitely  greater 
than  an- act  of  aggression.  The  man  who,  like  Horatio,  in  "Hamlet," 
has  the  superb  poise  that  Hamlet  so  much  admired  in  Horatio,  who 
can  restrain  himself  and  during  gusts  of  popular  passion,  respect  the 
laws  of  his  country,  and  the  rights  of  others,  is  greater  than  he  who 
takes  a  city. 

For  seven  months  preceding  Lexington,  Boston  had  been  under 
martial  law,  its  trade  had  been  cut  off  from  all  parts  of  the  world; 
its  governors  had  been  ousted,  or  at  least  superseded,  and  their 
places  taken  by  English  generals.  Their  popular  leaders  were  re- 
moved or  threatened  to  be  removed  to  England  for  trial.  And  be- 
fore this  little  city  of  Boston,  with  streets  little  more  than  cow-paths, 
a  relatively  great  army  of  red-coats  was  quartered,  and  yet  in  these 
seven  months  there  never  was  the  slightest  destruction  to  property, 
or  any  effusion  of  blood,  either  on  the  part  of  the  red-coats  or  the 
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patriots.  That  is  to  me  a  remarkable  thing.  You  cannot  imagine 
the  same  conditions  prevailing  in  South  Africa  or  anywhere  else, 
where  the  peace  and  good  order  could  have  been  both  preserved  in  a 
small  locality  with  so  much  provocation,  with  such  stability. 

And  what  is  more  remarkable,  right  after  the  Boston  massacre, 
which  occurred  at  an  earlier  period  when  the  British  soldiers  in 
obedience  to  military  discipline  had  shot  down  some  of  the  people  in 
the  streets  during  a  riot  a  trial  was  had,  and,  who  defended  them.  The 
leaders  of  the  popular  party,  as  I  recall  it,  John  Adams  and  Josiah 
Quincy,  two  leaders  of  the  American  cause — who  had  so  profound  a 
respect  for  the  administration  of  justice  in  the  civil  courts  that  they 
tendered  their  services  to  those  who  were  regarded  as  the  enemies  of 
the  popular  cause,  and,  what  is  more,  a  Boston  jury  acquitted  the 
soldiers  who  had  fired  the  shots  upon  the  people  of  Boston — a  magni- 
ficent demonstration  of  the  supremacy  of  law  and  of  the  self-restraint 
of  an  Anglo-Saxon  community.  I  remember  the  Attorney-General  of 
England  (Sir  Robert  Finley),  speaking  to  the  entire  bar  of  England,  at 
a  banquet  to  the  American  bar  in  the  Middle  Temple,  said  that  of  all 
the  things  that  impressed  him  most  was  that  splendid  respect  of  the 
Colonials  for  what  was  simply  a  soldier's  duty  when  that  jury  had 
sufficient  sense  of  fair  play  to  bring  in  a  verdict  that  must  have  been 
in  the  teeth  of  popular  prejudice. 

Moreover,  General  Gage  had  threatened,  during  those  seven 
months,  that  if  any  more  attempts  were  made  to  hold  popular  gather- 
ings, he  would  arrest  the  leaders  and  take  them  to  England  for  trial. 
What  was  the  result?  Joseph  Warren  volunteered  to  speak  in  the  Old 
South  Church.  And  they  say  the  church  was  so  crowded  that  although 
among  that  audience  were  some  of  General  Gage's  officers,  and  some 
of  them  actually  stood  on  the  steps  leading  up  to  the  rostrum  of  the 
speaker;  and  yet  so  absolute  was  the  respect  on  the  part  of  the  British 
grenadiers  and  upon  the  part  of  the  patriots  in  Boston  for  law  and 
order,  that  the  meeting  went  on  without  the  slightest  interruption,  and 
neither  then  nor  subsequently  was  the  peace  of  the  community  broken, 
until  that  historic  morning,  the  day  we  celebrate,  when  Pitcairn's  men 
tried  to  seize  the  war  treasury  at  Lexington  and  the  contest  took  place 
on  the  green  sward. 

I  honor  a  soldier  and  have  due  admiration  for  that  fidelity  to  duty 
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which  is  willing  to  lay  down  the  supreme  sacrifice  of  life.  With  due  ap- 
preciation of  that  fact,  to  me  the  self-restraint  of  the  colonists,  and 
of  the  British  grenadiers,  was  the  finest  kind  of  a  demonstration  or 
moral  vindication  of  that  which  is  basic  in  our  Society,  of  that,  without 
which  our  constitution  were  mere  paper,  without  which  our  republican 
institutions  could  never  endure,  namely,  a  profound  respect  for  the 
supremacy  of  law. 

Still  finer  expression  of  the  same  spirit  can  be  found  in  what  has 
never  been  appreciated  in  its  true  spirit.  What  was  the  Declaration 
of  Independence?  It  was  not  the  formal  severance  between  England 
and  the  United  States.  On  the  two  preceding  days,  July  2nd,  the 
resolution  had  already  been  passed  that  declared  that  we  were  a  free 
and  independent  and  sovereign  nation.  The  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence had  for  its  sublime  purpose-arid  it  is  this  consideration  that 
makes  it,  in  my  judgment,  the  noblest  state  paper  in  human  history — 
for  it  had  the  sublime  purpose  expressed  in  its  noble  preamble:  "When 
in  the  course  of  human  events  it  becomes  necessary,  for  one  nation  to 
dissolve  the  political  bonds  that  unite  it  to  another,  a  decent  respect 
to  the  opinions  of  mankind  requires'' — mark  the  word! — "that  they 
should  declare  the  causes  that  impel  them  to  the  separation. '  ■ 

In  other  words,  in  an  age  in  which  might  was  supposed  to  be  right 
in  which  war  was  conducted  in  a  manner  little  removed  from  the  lines 
of  Alaric  and  Attila  in  which  every  successful  war  was  ended  by  the 
wholesale  spoliation  of  art  galleries  and  institutions  of  learning ;  when 
war  was  declared  without  provocation,  often  without  any  declaration, 
and  was  pursued  in  the  most  heartless  and  inhuman  way;  in  that  time 
of  all  times  when  there  seemed  to  be  no  conscience  of  mankind  to  which 
any  appeal  could  be  made,  these  simple  farmers  and  settlers  of  the 
New  World,  in  the  same  fine  spirit  that  had  sought  to  avoid  the  effusion 
of  blood  for  seven  months  prior  to  Lexington;  in  effect  said:  "We 
have  separated  from  England,  but  a  decent  regard  to  the  opinions  of 
mankind  requires  that  we  should  declare  the  causes  that  impel  us— 
that  is,  morally  justify  us — to  the  separation."    (Applause.) 

In  other  words,  there  was  the  assertion  of  a  conscience  of  mankind 
which  rose  higher  than  national  interests  or  national  prestige. 
It  was  the  assertion  that  humanity  was  something  better  than  nation- 
ality; that  a  noble  spirit  of  cosmopolitanism  was  something  better 
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than  an  exaggerated  patriotism;  that  there  could  and  ought  to  be  in 
every  controversy  between  nations  an  appeal  to  that  sovereign  con- 
science of  mankind  in  the  hope  that  that  conscience  might  some  day  be 
so  developed  that  it  would  dispassionately  vindicate  that  which  is  right 
and  condemn  that  which  is  wrong. 

In  this  spirit  this  great  country  was  founded. 

His  Excellency,  the  French  Ambassador,  has  said—and  it  never 
occurred  to  me  with  the  same  force  before— that  it  was  no  selfish 
interest  in  France  which  impelled  its  intervention,  but  that  France 
must  have  been  touched  by  this  appeal  to  the  conscience  and  it  was  for 
that  reason  that  it  sent  us  its  generous  and  noble  Lafayette,  its  knightly 
Rochambeau,  and  the  brave  rank  and  file— the  unknown  men  whom  we 
commemorated  with  our  shaft  but  yesterday — who  so  many  years  ago 
joined  that  ghostly  army,  of  which  the  Abbe  Perreyoe  wrote:  "Unseen 
by  the  corporeal  eyes,  but  too  clearly  visible  to  the  mind's  eye,  *  *  * 
the  great  army  of  the  dead,  the  army  of  the  slain,  the  abandoned,  the 
forgotten,  the  army  of  cruel  tortures  and  prolonged  infirmities,  which 
pursues  its  fatal  march  behind  what  we  call  glory. ' ' 

Something  has  been  said  to-night  by  Major-General  Wood,  that  to 
some  extent  has  prompted  the  line  of  thought  that  I  have  adopted,  with 
regard  to  the  limitations  of  arbitration.  It  seems  to  me  that  inter- 
national arbitration  must  be  accepted  by  every  rational  man  as  one  of 
the  appointed  means  whereby  the  conscience  of  mankind  can  be  vin- 
dicated in  some  effective  and  practical  way.  And  yet  I  believe  it  is 
true,  as  he  has  indicated,  that  a  treaty  of  arbitration,  no  matter  how 
sweeping  and  unrestricted  it  may  be,  unless  there  is  behind  it  a  spirit 
of  conciliation  on  the  part  of  each  contracting  party  and  a  sincere  dis- 
position to  be  absolutely  just  and  fair  on  every  question  that  may  arise, 
is  futile.  Because  it  is  with  an  arbitration  treaty  precisely  as  it  is  with 
a  paper  constitution :  It  is  good  so  long  as  there  is  a  law-abiding  spirit 
to  breathe  the  breath  of  life  into  it ;  otherwise  an  arbitration  agreement 
is  mere  red  tape  and  parchment  when  made  between  two  nations  between 
which  there  may  be  hereditary  antipathies  based  on  racial  antag- 
onisms, or  conflicts  of  vast  and  historic  interests,  which  cannot  be  de- 
stroyed in  a  day,  a  week,  a  year  or  a  century.  But  certainly  if  we  are 
to  entertain  a  hope  that  the  bow  of  promise  will  one  day  be  seen,  it 
will  come  not  because  of  any  too  implicit  faith  in  arbitration  agree- 
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ments  which,  in  their  unrestricted  terms  may  not  be  all  that  either 
contracting  party  can  possibly  mean— because  it  cannot  be  that  any 
and  every  question  can  possibly  admit  of  arbitration  between  two  great 
peoples — I  say  it  could  come,  not  by  the  mere  machinery  of  arbitra- 
tion, but  by  the  slow  and  steady  development  of  that  great  conscience 
of  mankind  to  which  the  Declaration  of  Independence  made  its  sublime 
and  noble  appeal — a  conscience  of  mankind  never  greater  in  the  past 
history  of  the  world  than  it  is  to-day;  a  conscience  of  mankind  that 
gives  us  some  ground  for  hope  that  although  the  historic  movements  of 
races,  like  the  great  glacier  in  the  valley  of  Chamouni,  cannot  be  stayed 
by  merely  human  forces,  yet  these  glacier-like  forces  may  be  stayed  by 
an  invisible  hand  and  dissolve  from  destructive  ice  into  refreshing  and 
fructifying  streams.  And  therefore,  let  us  not  hope  that  every  American 
boy  will  so  develop  the  martial  spirit  as  to  wish  to  arm  and  slay,  but 
that  there  may  grow  in  the  heart  of  every  American  boy  a  feeling  that, 
while  he  will  not  submit,  as  a  part  of  his  country,  to  any  intentional  and 
deliberate  wrong,  yet  that  he  is  a  part  of  that  great  humanity  whose 
interests  are  higher  than  any  nation,  and  that  his  country,  as  every 
other  country,  should  appeal,  as  the  great  Declaration  did,  to  the  Su- 
preme Judge  of  all  the  world  for  the  righteousness  of  its  intentions. 
(Applause.) 

The  General  President  :  This  meeting  now  stands  adjourned  un- 
til this  night  three  years  hence.  I  will  ask  our  orchestra  to  play  for 
us  i  i  The  Star  Spangled  Banner, ' '  that  we  may  part  to  the  music  of  its 
strains. 

The  orchestra  then  played  "The.  Star  Spangled  Banner. 
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THE  CONSTITUTION 

Done  at  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  12th  day  of  February, 
1890,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the  one  hundred 
and  fourteenth. 

Adopted  in  the  City  of  New  York,  March  8th,  1890. 
Section  III  amended  April  23rd,  1892. 
Section  VIII  amended  April  21st,  1896. 
Section  VII  amended  April  19th,  1905. 


It  being  evident,  from  a  steady  decline  of  a  proper  celebration  of 
the  National  holidays  of  the  United  States  of  America,  that  popular 
concern  in  the  events  and  men  of  the  War  of  the  Kevolution  is  gradu- 
ally declining,  and  that  such  lack  of  interest  is  attributable,  not  so 
much  to  the  lapse  of  time  and  the  rapidly  increasing  flood  of  immigra- 
tion from  foreign  countries,  as  to  the  neglect,  on  the  part  of  descend- 
ants of  Revolutionary  heroes,  to  perform  their  duty  in  keeping  before 
the  public  mind  the  memory  of  the  services  of  their  ancestors  and  of  the 
times  in  which  they  lived;  therefore,  the  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the 
Revolution  has  been  instituted  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  men 
who,  in  the  military,  naval  and  civil  service  of  the  Colonies  and  of  the 
Continental  Congress  by  their  acts  or  counsel,  achieved  the  Independ- 
ence of  the  country,  and  to  further  the  proper  celebration  of  the  an- 
niversaries of  the  birthday  of  Washington,  and  of  prominent  events 
connected  with  the  War  of  the  Revolution;  to  collect  and  secure  for 
preservation  the  rolls,  records,  and  other  documents  relating  to  that 
period;  to  inspire  the  members  of  the  Society  with  the  patriotic  spirit 
of  their  forefathers;  and  to  promote  the  feeling  of  friendship  among 
them. 

II. 

The  General  Society  shall  be  divided  into  State  Societies,  which 
shall  meet  annually  on  the  day  appointed  therefor  in  their  respective 
by-laws,  and  oftener  if  found  expedient;  and  at  such  annual  meeting 
the  reasons  for  the  institution  of  the  Society  shall  be  considered,  and 
the  best  measures  for  carrying  them  into  effect  adopted. 
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in. 

The  State  Societies,  at  every  annual  meeting,  shall  choose  by  a 
majority  of  the  votes  present,  a  President,  a  Vice-President,  a  Secre- 
tary, a  Registrar,  a  Treasurer,  a  Chaplain,  and  such  other  officers  as 
may  by  them  respectively  be  deemed  necessary,  together  with  a  board 
of  managers  consisting  of  these  officers  and  of  nine  other  members,  as 
may  be  provided  by  their  respective  Constitutions  and  By-laws. 

IV. 

Each  State  Society  shall  cause  to  be  transmitted  annually  or 
oftener,  to  the  other  State  Societies,  a  circular  letter  calling  attention 
to  whatever  may  be  thought  worthy  of  observation  respecting  the  wel- 
fare of  the  Society  or  of  the  general  Union  of  the  States,  and  giving 
information  of  the  officers  chosen  for  the  year;  and  copies  of  these 
letters  shall  also  be  transmitted  to  the  General  Secretary,  to  be  pre- 
served among  the  records  of  the  General  Society. 

V. 

The  State  Societies  shall  regulate  all  matters  respecting  their  own 
affairs,  consistent  with  the  general  good  of  the  Society;  judge  of  the 
qualification  of  their  members,  or  of  those  proposed  for  membership, 
subject,  however,  to  the  provisions  of  this  Constitution;  and  expel 
any  member  who,  by  conduct  unbecoming  a  gentleman  or  a  man  of 
honor,  or  by  an  opposition  to  the  interests  of  the  community  in  general 
or  of  the  Society  in  particular,  may  render  himself  unworthy  to  con- 
tinue in  membership. 

VI. 

In  order  to  form  funds  that  may  be  respectable,  each  member  shall 
contribute,  upon  his  admission  to  the  Society  and  annually  thereafter, 
such  sums  as  the  by-laws  of  the  respective  State  Societies  may  require; 
but  any  of  such  State  Societies  may  provide  for  the  endowment  of 
memberships  by  the  payment  of  proper  sums  in  capitalization,  which 
sums  shall  be  properly  invested  as  a  permanent  fund,  the  income  only 
of  which  shall  be  expended. 
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VII. 


The  regular  meeting  of  the  General  Society  shall  be  held  every 
three  years,  and  special  meetings  may  be  held  upon  the  order  of  the 
General  President  or  upon  the  request  of  two  of  the  State  Societies, 
and  such  meetings  shall  consist  of  two  Delegates  from  each  State  Society 
and  one  additional  Delegate  for  every  one  hundred  (100)  members  or 
major  fraction  thereof;  and  on  all  questions  arising  at  meetings  of  the 
General  Society  each  Delegate  there  present  shall  be  entitled  to  one 
vote,  and  no  votes  shall  be  taken  by  States,  and  the  necessary  expenses 
of  such  meeting  shall  be  borne  by  the  State  Societies. 

VIII. 

At  the  regular  meeting,  a  General  President,  General  Vice-Presi- 
dent, General  Second  Vice-President,  General  Secretary,  Assistant 
General  Secretary,  General  Treasurer,  Assistant  General  Treasurer, 
General  Registrar,  General  Historian  and  General  Chaplain  shall  be 
chosen  by  a  majority  of  the  votes  present,  to  serve  until  the  next  reg- 
ular General  meeting,  or  until  their  successors  are  duly  chosen. 

IX. 

At  each  general  meeting  the  circular  letters  which  have  been  trans- 
mitted by  the  several  State  Societies  shall  be  considered,  and  all  meas- 
ures taken  which  shall  conduce  to  the  general  welfare  of  the  Society. 

X. 

The  General  Society  shall  have  power  at  any  meeting  to  admit 
State  Societies  thereto,  and  to  entertain  and  determine  all  questions 
affecting  the  qualifications  for  membership  in  or  the  welfare  of  any 
State  Society  as  may,  by  proper  memorial,  be  presented  by  such  State 
Society  for  consideration. 

XI. 

Any  male  person  above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  of  good  char- 
acter, and  a  descendant  of  one  who,  as  a  military,  naval,  or  marine 
officer,  soldier,  sailor,  or  marine,  in  actual  service,  under  the  authority 
of  any  of  the  thirteen  Colonies  or  States  or  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, and  remaining  always  loyal  to  such  authority,  or  a  descendant 
of  one  who  signed  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  or  of  one  who,  as 
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a  member  of  the  Continental  Congress  or  of  the  Congress  of  any  of  the 
Colonies  or  States,  or  as  an  official  appointed  by  or  under  the  authority 
of  any  such  legislative  bodies,  actually  assisted  in  the  establishment 
of  American  Independence  by  services  rendered  during  the  War  of  the 
Revolution,  becoming  thereby  liable  to  conviction  of  treason  against 
the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  but  remaining  always  loyal  to  the 
authority  of  the  Colonies  or  States,  shall  be  eligible  to  membership  in 
the  Society. 

XII. 

The  Secretary  of  each  State  Society  shall  transmit  to  the  General 
Secretary  a  list  of  the  members  thereof,  together  with  the  names  and 
official  designations  of  those  from  whom  such  members  derive  claim  to 
membership,  and  thereafter  upon  the  admission  of  members  in  each 
State  Society,  the  Secretary  thereof  shall  transmit  to  the  General  Sec- 
retary information  respecting  such  members  similar  to  that  herein 
required. 

XIII. 

The  Society  shall  have  an  insignia,  which  shall  be  a  badge  suspended 
from  a  ribbon  by  a  ring  of  gold ;  the  badge  to  be  elliptical  in  form,  with 
escaloped  edges,  one  and  one-quarter  inches  in  length,  and  one  and  one- 
eighth  inches  in  width;  the  whole  surmounted  by  a  gold  eagle,  with 
wings  displayed,  inverted;  on  the  obverse  side  a  medallion  of  gold  in 
the  center,  elliptical  in  form,  bearing  on  its  face  the  figure  of  a  soldier 
in  Continental  uniform,  with  musket  slung;  beneath,  the  figures  1775; 
the  medallion  surrounded  by  thirteen  raised  gold  stars  of  five  points 
each  upon  a  border  of  dark  blue  enamel.  On  the  reverse  side,  in  the 
center,  a  medallion  corresponding  in  form  to  that  on  the  obverse,  and 
also  in  gold,  bearing  on  its  face  the  Iioudon  portrait  of  Washington 
in  bas-relief,  encircled  by  the  legend,  "Sons  of  the  Revolution";  be- 
neath, the  figures  1883;  and  upon  the  reverse  of  the  eagle  the  number 
of  the  badge  to  be  engraved ;  the  medallion  to  be  surrounded  by  a  plain 
gold  border,  conforming  in  dimensions  to  the  obverse;  the  ribbon  shall 
be  dark  blue,  ribbed  and  watered,  edged  with  buff,  one  and  one-quarter 
inches  wide,  and  one  and  one-half  inches  in  displayed  length. 
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XIV. 

The  insignia  of  the  Society  shall  be  worn  by  the  members  on  all 
occasions  when  they  assemble  as  such  for  any  stated  purpose  or  cele- 
bration, and  may  be  worn  on  any  occasion  of  ceremony ;  it  shall  be  car- 
ried conspicuously  on  the  left  breast,  but  members  who  are  or  have  been 
officers  of  the  Society  may  wear  the  insignia  suspended  from  the  ribbon 
around  the  neck. 

XV. 

The  custodian  of  the  insignia  shall  be  the  General  Secretary,  who 
shall  issue  them  to  members  of  the  Society  under  such  proper  rules  as 
may  be  formulated  by  the  General  Society,  and  he  shall  keep  a  register 
of  such  issues  wherein  each  insignia  issued  may  be  identified  by  the 
number  thereof. 

XVI. 

The  seal  of  the  Society  shall  be  one  and  seven-eighth  inches  in  dia- 
meter, and  shall  consist  of  the  figure  of  a  Minute-man  in  Continental 
uniform,  standing  on  a  ladder  leading  to  a  belfry;  in  his  left  hand  he 
holds  a  musket  and  an  olive  branch,  whilst  his  right  grasps  a  bell-rope; 
above,  the  cracked  Liberty  Bell;  issuing  therefrom  a  ribbon  bearing 
the  motto  of  the  Society,  Exegi  monumentum  aere  perennius ;  across 
the  top  of  the  ladder,  on  a  ribbon,  the  figures  1776 ;  and  on  the  left  of 
the  Minute-man,  and  also  on  a  ribbon,  the  figures  1883,  the  year  of  the 
formation  of  the  Society;  the  whole  encircled  by  a  band  three-eighths 
of  one  inch  wide;  thereon  at  the  top  thirteen  stars  of  five  points  each; 
at  the  bottom  the  name  of  the  General  Society,  or  of  the  State  Society 
to  which  the  seal  belongs. 
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.     INSTITUTED    FEBRUARY    22,    1876. 
REORGANIZED  DECEMBER  4,   1883. 
INCORPORATED   UNDER  THE   LAWS   OF  THE   STATE   OF   NEW    YORK,   MAY   3,    1884. 


OFFICERS 

President, 
EDMUND   WETMORE. 

First  Vice-President, 

ROBERT  OLYPHANT. 

Second    Vice-President, 

RALPH  PETERS. 

Third  Vice-President, 
FREDERICK  S.  WOODRUFF. 

Secretary, 
HENRY  RUSSELL  DROWNE,  Fraunces  Tavern,  Broad  and  Pearl  Streets,  New  York  City. 

Assistant  Secretary, 
Col.   EUGENE  K.   AUSTIN. 

Treasurer, 
ARTHUR  MELVIN  HATCH. 

Registrar, 
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Chaplain, 
Rt.  Rev.  DAVID  H.  GREER,  D.D. 

Assistant   Chaplain, 
Rev.   FRANK  L.   HUMPHREYS,   S.   T.   D. 

Historian, 
TALBOT  OLYPHANT. 

Marshal, 
Col.   JOHN    B.   HOLLAND. 
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WILLIAM  FLOYD, 
BEVERLY  CHEW, 
EDGAR  C.  LEONARD, 
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JOHN  HONE, 
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Board  of  Managers. 

WALTER  L.  SUYDAM, 
JAMES  MAY  DUANE, 
HENRY  D.  BABCOCK, 
SAMUEL  V.  HOFFMAN, 
FRANCIS  L.  HINE, 
PARKER  D.  HANDY, 
BENJAMIN  T.  FAIRCHILD, 
GEORGE  H.  COUTTS, 
Col.  J.  WRAY  CLEVELAND. 


Dates   of   Meetings. 

Annual    Meeting — December   4th. 

Stated  Meetings — November  25th,  January  24th,  and  April  19th. 

Banquet — February  22nd. 

Church  Service — the  Sunday  before  Washington's  Birthday. 


Delegates 
EDMUND  WETMORE, 
ROBERT  OLYPHANT, 
RALPH  PETERS, 
FREDERICK  S.  WOODRUFF, 
HENRY  RUSSELL  DROWNE, 
ARTHUR  M.  HATCH, 
WILLIAM  W.  LADD, 
JOHN  HONE, 
JAMES  MAY  DUANE, 
HENRY  D.   BABCOCK, 
TALBOT  OLYPHANT, 
Col.  JOHN  B.  HOLLAND, 
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Rev.  FRANK  L.  HUMPHREYS,  S.  T.  D. 

HENRY  D.  SPEARS, 

Col.  WALTER  P.  WARREN. 

ROBERT  M.  CODD, 

EDWIN  E.  SWIFT,  M.D., 

DALLAS  B.  PRATT, 

Col.  J.  WRAY  CLEVELAND, 

BENJAMIN  R.  LUMMIS, 

J.   MORGAN  HOWE,  M.D., 

Hon.  ALPHONSO  T.  CLEARWATER. 

Hon.  JAMES  M.  BECK, 

HENRY  WATERS  TAFT. 


Alternates. 


JAMES  VAN  DYK, 
GEORGE  E.  MOLLESON, 
JOHN  H.  PRALL, 
TALBOT  ROOT, 
FRANK  J.  BLODGETT,  M.D., 
BENJAMIN   W.   B.   BROWN, 
WILLIAM  B.  DAVENPORT, 
HUGH   H.   LANSING, 
WARREN  S.  SILLCOCKS, 
EUGENE  K.  AUSTIN, 
WILLIAM  WALTER  STREETER, 
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SONS    OF    THE    REVOLUTION 

IN  THE 

COMMONWEALTH    OF    PENNSYLVANIA. 

INSTITUTED   APRIL   3,  1888. 
INCORPORATED     UNDER     THE     LAWS     OF     THE     COMMONWEALTH     OF     PENNSYLVANIA, 

SEPTEMBER   29,    1890. 


OFFICERS. 

President, 
RICHARD  McCALL  CADWALADER,  133  South  12th  Street,  Philadelphia. 

Vice-Presidents, 

Hon.  SAMUEL  W.  PENNYPACKER,  LL.D.,  Franklin  Bank  Building,  Philadelphia. 

Hon.   JAMES  A.    BEAVER,   LL.D.,   Bellefonte,    Pa. 

Maj.-Gen.  JOHN  RUTTER  BROOKE,  U.  S.  A.,  c/o  Morgan,  Harjes  &  Co.,  Paris,  France 

Hon.  JOHN  BAYARD  McPHERSON,  LL.D.,  U.  S.  Court,  Philadelphia. 

CHARLES  HENRY  JONES,  The  Clinton,  321  South  10th  Street.  Philadelphia. 

Secretary, 
GEO.  CUTHBERT  GILLESPIE,  203  Walnut  Place,  Philadelphia. 

Treasurer, 
HARROLD  E.  GILLINGHAM,  430  Walnut  Street,  Philadelphia. 

Registrar, 
JOHN  WOLFF  JORDAN,  LL.D.,  1300  Locust  Street,  Philadelphia. 

Historian, 
Col.  J.  GRANVILLE  LEACH,  733  Walnut  Street,  Philadelphia. 

Chaplain, 
Rev.  GEORGE  WOOLSEY  HODGE,  M.A.,  334  South  13th  Street,  Philadelphia. 


Board  of  Managers. 
CHARLES  HENRY  JONES,  Chairman, 
Rev.  HORACE  EDWTN  HAYDEN,  EDWARD   STALKER   SAYRES, 

T.  HEWSON  BRADFORD,  M.D.,  HORACE  MAGEE. 

STANLEY  GR1SWOLD  FLAGG,  Jr.,  JAMES    McCORMICK   LAMBERTON, 

Hon.  NORRIS  STANLEY  BARRATT,  LL.D..EDWARD   T.    STOTESBURY, 

Hon.  JOHN  M.  SCOTT. 
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Delegates 

S.  DAVIS  PAGE, 
Capt.  WILLIAM  BAIRD,  U.  S.  A., 
JOHN  WOLFF  JORDAN,  LL.D., 
J.  MADISON   TAYLOR,   M.D., 
EDWARD  LANG  PERKINS, 
THOMAS   WILLING  BALCH, 
PAUL  ROSS  WEITZELL, 
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Col.  CHARLES  HEATH  HEYL,  U.  S.  A. 

Col    J.   GRANVILLE  LEACH, 

WILLIAM    MacPHERSON   HORNOR. 

ADAM  A.  STULL, 

Hon.   JOHN   MORIN   SCOTT, 

WILLIAM   S.  LLOYD, 

CLARENCE  PAYNE  FRANKLIN,  M.D. 


Alternates. 


FRANK   MATTLES, 
A.  W.  RUSSELL, 
M.  HANNA, 
A.  L..  STOUT, 
D.  MILNE, 
G.  B.   PARRY, 
G.  L.  CUTLER, 


ETHAN  A.  WEAVER, 
G.  K.  CROZER, 
Col.  B.  W.  LITTLEFIELD, 
Lt.  f.  G.  MUSTIN,  U.  S.  N., 

B.  G.  ASHMEAD, 

C.  L.  BORIE,  Jr., 
HARROLD  W.  GILLINGHAM. 


Annual  Meeting,   April  3rd. 


Total  Membership, 
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(I  S3) 


SONS    OF    THE    REVOLUTION 

IN  THE 

DISTRICT    OF    COLUMBIA. 

INSTITUTED  MARCH   11,   1889. 
INCORPORATED  UNDER   THE   LAWS  OF  THE  UNITED   STATES,  DECEMBER,   1889. 


OFFICERS. 

President, 
Mat.  Gen.  LEONARD  WOOD. 

Vice-President, 
Dr.  H.  L.   E.  JOHNSTON. 

Secretary, 
A.  KEITH  PARRIS,  Jr.,  3014  Dent  Place,  Washington,  D.  C 

Treasurer. 
BALCH  B.  WILSON. 

Chaplain, 
Rev.  JOHN  VAN  SCHAICK,  Jr. 

Registrar, 
ALFRED  B.  HORNER. 

Historian, 
BARRY   BULKLEY. 


Board  of  Managers. 
WALTER  C.  CLEPHANE,  Dr.   CHARLES   FORD  LANGWORTHY, 

Com.  RICHARD  G.  DAVENPORT,  REGINALD  B.  LOOKER, 

FREDERICK  L.  HUIDEKOPER,  Col.   HENRY  MAY, 

IOHN   K.    STAUFFER,  WILLIAM  P.  METCALF, 

BENJAMIN   deMIER   MILLER. 


Delegates  to  the  General  Society. 
WILLIAM  STONE  ABERT,  Ltf.ut.-Col.  B.  R.  RUSSELL,  U.  S.  M.  C, 

Col.  JAMES  MORRIS  MORGAN,  Brtg.-Gen.     GREEN     CLAY     GOODLOE. 

U.  S.  M.  C. 

Alternate. 
Surg.-Gen.  WALTER  WYMAN,  U.  S.  A. 


Dates  of  Meetings. 

January,  February,  April  and  November. 

Annual  Meeting,  2nd  Tuesday  in  December. 

Total  Membership, 178 
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SONS    OF    THE   HEVOLUTION 

IN  THE 

STATE  OF  IOWA. 

INSTITUTED  APRIL   19,   1890. 


OFFICERS. 

President, 
Rev.    MOTT   R.   SAWYERS,    PH.B. 

Vice-President, 
Hon.  ROBERT  STUART  McNUTT. 

Secretary, 
Col.  FRANK  HAYWARD  KINK  A  ID,  4  Walling  Court,  Davenport. 

Treasurer. 
WALLACE  W.  HUMPHREY. 

Chaplain, 
JOHN  TALLMADGE  BERGEN,  D.D. 

Registrar, 
JOHN  WINTHROP  BALLARD. 

Historian, 
HORACE  LEE  HUSTED,  M.D. 


Board  of  Managers. 

ALL  ABOVE,  AND 
JOSEPH  ALEXANDER  DANIELS,  M.D.    CHARLES  FRANCIS  CADLE, 
WILLIAM  HAMILTON  WILSON,  WILL  F.  HUNT,  M.D. 

FRANK  WELCH  SMITH. 


Delegates  to  the  General  Society. 
Hon.  IRVINE  ST.  CLARE  PEPPER,  HENRY   CADLE, 


Annual  Meeting — April  19th. 

Total  Membership,      - 100 
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SONS    OF    THE    REVOLUTION 

IN  THE 

STATE    OF   NEW   JERSEY. 

INSTITUTED    JANUARY   6,    1891. 


OFFICERS. 

President, 
Gen.  RICHARD  FOWLER  STEVENS. 

Vice-President, 
Gen-  ALFRED  A.  WOODHULL,  U.  S.  A.,  Retired. 

Secretary, 
ROBERT  CHAMBERS  BELVILLE,  Trenton. 

Treasurer, 
NEIL  ROBERT   MONTGOMERY. 

Chaplain, 
Rev.  CHARLES  MARTER   PERKINS. 

Registrar, 
FREDERICK  HATFIELD  CLARK. 

Historian, 
Hon.  CHARLES  W.  PARKER. 


Board  of  Managers. 

Hon.  JAMES  J.  BERGEN,  Rev.  DANIEL  R.  FOSTER, 

Prof.   WILLIAM  LIBBEY,  Hon.  JONATHAN   H.  BLACKWELL, 

ALEXANDER   P.   GEST,  HORACE  F.  NIXON, 

Col.  THOMAS  S.  CHAMBERS,  Hon.  CHARLES  V.  D.  JOLINE, 

JAM£S  HERVEY  STOUT. 


Delegates  to  the  General  Society. 

Gen.  RICHARD  F.  STEVENS,  ROBERT  C.   BELVILLE, 

Prof.  WILLIAM  LIBBEY,  HORACE  F.  NIXON. 

Alternates. 

Col.  THOMAS  S.  CHAMBERS,  N.  R.  MONTGOMERY, 

LOUIS  G.  BEERS,  Hon.  CHARLES  W.  PARKER. 


Annual  Meeting,  Third  Wednesday  in  May. 

Total  Membership,         ..--...  163 
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SONS    OF    THE    REVOLUTION 

IN  THE 

STATE  OF   GEORGIA. 

INSTITUTED  MAY  22,    1891. 
INCORPORATED  MARCH  29,    1894. 


OFFICERS. 

President, 
WALTER   G.   CHARLTON. 

First  Vice-President, 
T.  P.  RAVENEL. 

Second    Vice-President, 
Vacant. 

Secretary, 
WILLIAM   HARDEN,  226  West   President   Street,   Savannah,   Ga, 

Treasurer, 
WARING   RUSSELL. 

Chaplain, 
Rev.  CHAS.  H.  STRONG. 

Registrar, 
ROBERT  T.  WALLER. 

Historian, 
THOMAS   GAMBLE.  Jr. 

Surgeon. 
M.  X.   CORBIN,  M.D. 

Marshall, 
J.  G  POSTELL. 


Board  of  Managers. 
W.  J.  DeRENNE,  W.  W.  GORDON, 

J.  F   MINIS,  MONGIN  B.  NICHOLS, 

WALTER  E.  CONEY,  JOSEPH   B.  CUMMING, 

GEORGE  W.  OWENS,  JOSEPH  T.  ORME. 

HENRY  McALPIN, 


Delegates  to  the  General  Society. 
How.   WALTER  G.   CHARLTON,  JOHN   W.   GRANT. 

♦HUGH   V.   WASHINGTON. 


Annual    Meeting — February    5th. 

Total  Membership, 149 


*  Deceased  October  6,  1911. 
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SONS    OF    THE    REVOLUTION 

IN  THE 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

ORGANIZED    IN   FANEUIL   HALL,    OCTOBER   1,   1891. 
INCORPORATED     UNDER     THE     LAWS     OF     THE    COMMONWEALTH     OF     MASSACHUSETTS, 

OCTOBER    9,    1891. 


OFFICERS. 

President, 
CHARLES    DANA   BURRAGE. 

Vice-President, 
TALBOT   BAILEY   ALDRICH. 

Secretary, 
HERBERT  MESSINGER  LELAND.  10  Post  Office  Square,  Boston,  Mass. 

Treasurer, 
CHARLES   IRVING   THAYER. 

Registrar, 
EDWIN   BIRCHARD   COX. 

Chaplain. 
Rev.  JOHN  LOW  ROGERS  TRASK. 

Historian, 
WILLIAM    TROWBRIDGE    FORBES. 


Board  of  Managers. 
WILLIAM   CURTIS    CAPELLE,  SPENCER  JANNEY  STEINMETZ, 

CHARLES  FULLER  INNES.  EDMUND    HAWES    TALBOT. 

EDMUND  FRANCIS  LELAND,  HENRY   DEXTER    WARREN, 

WILLIS   WHITTEMORE   STOVER,  JOHN   HENRY  WESTFALL. 

WILLIAM   BRAMHALL   STEARNS, 


Delegates  to  the  General  Society. 

ROBERT   BATCHELLER,  RICHARD  HENRY  WINSLOW  D WIGHT. 

CHARLES  DANA  BURRAGE,  HERBERT   MESSINGER   LELAND. 

CHARLES   IRVING  THAYER. 

Alternates. 

L.    B.   ALDRICH,  HENRY   DEXTER   WARREN. 

S.   1.  STEINMETZ,  J.   H.  WESTFALL. 

Hon.  JOHN  WINGATE  WEEKS. 

Dates  of  Meetings. 

Second  Wednesday   of  each   month    from    October   to   June,   inclusive. 

Annual  Meeting,  January  17th. 

Total  Membership,         -------  325 
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SONS    OF    THE    REVOLUTION 

IN  THE 

STATE  OF  COLORADO. 

INSTITUTED  FEBRUARY  22,  1892. 


OFFICERS. 

President. 
JAMES   CLAY   STARKWEATHER. 

First  Vice-President, 
JOHN  LLOYD  McNEIL. 

Second    Vice-President, 
WILLIAM    KOSSUTH    McALLISTER. 

Third  Vice-President, 
JOHN    WRIGHT    BARROWS. 

Secretary, 
HARRY  LUCIUS  ALDRICH,  50  West  Colfax  Avenue,  Denver. 

Treasurer, 
JOHN   GRIER   CANFIELD. 

Chaplain, 
GEORGE   BEDELL   VOSBURGH,   D.D. 

Registrar, 
SANFORD  CHARLES  HINSDALE. 

Historian, 
SANFORD  CHARLES  HINSDALE. 


Board  of  Managers. 
1912 
D».    PAUL   STUART   HUNTER,  RALPH  VOORHEES. 

RALPH  EMERSON  STEVENS, 
1913 
STEPHEN  SPURGEON  ABBOTT,  WM.  HENRY  WADLEY, 

DAVID  EDGAR  WILSON, 
1914 
Col.  JAS.  WOODEN  POPE,  WILLIAM   NEWELL  VAILLE. 

NEWCOMB   CLEVELAND, 


Delegates  to  the  General  Society. 
WILLIAM  KOSSUTH  McALLISTER,  TOHN  LLOYD  McNEIL, 

THOMAS   H.  GREEN. 


Dates  of  Meetings. 

First  Tuesday  of  each  month. 

Annual  Meeting — February  22nd. 

Total  Membership,         _---_-■-  203 
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SONS    OF    THE    REVOLUTION 

IN  THE 

STATE    OF    MARYLAND. 

ORGANIZED  APRIL   11,  1892. 
INCORPORATED   UNDER   THE   LAWS   OF  THE    STATE    OF   MARYLAND,    APRIL   13,   1892. 


OFFICERS. 

President, 
W.    HALL   HARRIS. 

Vice-President, 
WILLIAM    BOWLY   WILSON. 

Secretary, 
COPELAND  MORTON,  Gay  and  Lombard  Streets,  Baltimore. 

Treasurer, 
ROBERT  W.  SMITH. 

Chaplain, 
Rev.  WILLIAM  MEADE  DAME. 

Registrar, 
HENRY  OLIVER  THOMPSON. 

Historian, 
CLAYTON    COLMAN    HALL. 


HEYWARD   E.   BOYCE. 
WARD  B.  COE, 
JOHN  H.   MORGAN, 


Board  of  Managers. 

J.  APPLETON  WILSON, 
B.  HOWELL  GRISWOLD, 
JAMES  T.  DENNIS, 
FRANCIS  N.  IGLEHART. 


W.  HALL  HARRIS, 


E.    E.   ARTHURS, 


Delegates  to  the  General  Society. 

J.  APPLETON  WILSON, 
JOHN  M.  NELSON. 

Alternates. 

JOHN  C.   DAVES, 
j.  MARSHALL  SMITH. 


Annual   Meeting — March   15th. 


Total  Membership, 
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122 


SONS    OF    THE    REVOLUTION 


IN  THE 


STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 


INSTITUTED    APRIL    17,    1893. 


OFFICERS. 

President, 

CHARLES   P.    NOYES. 

Vice-President, 
Dr.  C.  E.  RIGGS, 

Secretary. 
RUKARD  HURD,  State  Capitol,  St.  Paul. 

Treasurer, 
JOHN    I.   H.   FIELD. 

Registrar, 
E.  F.  WELLS. 


Board   of  Managers. 

WILLIAM  B.  DEAN,  JOHN  TOWNSEND, 

FREDERICK  G.  INGERSOLL,  GEORGE  H.  DAGGETT, 

ROBERT  I.  FARRINGTON,  WILLIAM  H.  LIGHTNER. 


Delegates  to  the  General  Society. 
RUKARD  HURD,  CHARLES   PHELPS  NOYES: 

Total  Membership, -  50 
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SONS    OF    THE    REVOLUTION 

IN  THE 

STATE  OF  OHIO. 

INCORPORATED  MAY  2,    1893. 
ORGANIZED   MAY   9,    1893. 


OFFICERS. 

President, 
ROBERT    RALSTON    JONES. 

First  Vice-President, 
LEWIS  NEWTON  GATCH. 

Second    Vice-President, 
Rev.   HENRY  MELVILLE  CURTIS. 

Third  Vice-President, 
GRIFFITH  CHARLES  LITTLE. 

Fourth    Vice-President. 
JOHN  GANO  WRIGHT. 

Secretarv 
JACKSON  WOLCOTT  SPARROW,  509  Johnston  Building,  Cincinnati. 

Corresponding   Secretary. 
REN  MULFORD,  Jr,  Norwood. 

Treasurer 
ROBERT    deVALCOURT    CARROLL. 

Registrar, 
HEYWARD    D.    GATCH. 

Historian, 
Rev.  EDWARD  MACK. 

Chaplain, 
Rev.  FRANCIS  H.  RICHEY. 


Board  of  Managers. 
JOHN  L.  BUSHNELL,  LAMBERT    WOODHULL, 

FREDERIC  B.  SHOEMAKER,  GEORGE  W.  HAYNES, 

JOHN   GORDON  BATTELLE,  BOYDEN    KINSEY, 

SAMUEL  SMITH  GODLEY,  GEORGE  P.  DIEHL. 


Delegates  to  the  General  Society. 
GEORGE  E.  POMEROY,  WILLIAM  E.  LOWES, 

WILLIAM  A.  HALL,  JACKSON  W.  SPARROW. 

Alternate. 
A.  B.  HUGH. 


Dates  of  Meetings. 

October    19th    and    June    17th. 

Annual   Meeting— February  22nd. 

Total  Membership,         -        -        -  225 
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SONS    OF    THE    REVOLUTION 

IN  THB 

STATE  OF  CALIFORNIA. 

INSTITUTED    MAY   8,   1893. 
INCORPORATED  MAY  IS,   1893. 


OFFICERS. 

President, 
HOLDRIDGE  OZRO   COLLINS. 

Vice-President, 
BRADNER    WELLS    LEE. 

Secretary. 
EDWARD  THOMAS  HARDEN,  619  San  Fernando  Building,  Los  Angeles. 

Assistant  Secretary, 
Capt.  FRANK  CLARKE  PRESCOTT,  Jr. 

Treasurer, 
WILLIS   MILNOR  DIXON. 

Chaplain, 
Rev.    BAKER    PERKINS    LEE. 

Registrar, 
FREEMAN   GOLDING   TEED. 

Historian, 
WILLARD  ATHERTON  NICHOLS. 

Marshal, 
Maj.  ANDREW  JAMES  COPP,  Jr. 


Board   of   Directors. 
HOLDRIDGE  OZRO   COLLINS,  WILLIS    MILNOR   DIXON, 

EDWARD    THOMAS    HARDEN,  BRADNOR  WELLS   LEE, 

FREEMAN  GOLDING  TEED. 


Delegates  to  the  General  Society. 
HOLDRIDGE  OZRO  COLLINS,  Hon.   FRANK   PUTNAM   FLINT, 

JAMES   MORTIMER   MONTGOMERY. 

Alternates. 
HENRY  H.   SINCLAIR,  WILLIS  M.  DIXON, 

GEORGE    DONNELL    FISHER. 


Annual    Meeting — February   22nd. 

Total  Membership, 77 
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SONS    OF    THE    REVOLUTION 

IN  THE 

STATE  OF  CONNECTICUT. 

INSTITUTED  MAY  24,    1893. 
INCORPORATED  UNDER  THE  LAWS  OF  THE   STATE  OF  CONNECTICUT,  SEPTEMBER  7,   1893. 

OFFICERS. 

President, 
Hon.  MORGAN  GARDNER  BULKELEY. 

Vice-President, 
Hon.  DANIEL  NASH  MORGAN. 

Secretary, 
Hon.  E.  HART  FENN,  Wethersneld. 

Treasurer, 
WALTER  COLLYER  FAXON. 

Chaplain, 
Rev.   FREDERICK  R.   SANFORD. 

Registrar, 
Hon.   FRANCIS   HUBERT   PARKER. 

Historian, 
CHARLES  BARNEY  WHITTLESEY. 


Board  of  Managers. 
WILLIAM  R.  BUSHNELL,  CHARLES  BARNEY  WHITTLESEY, 

EUGENE  BOARDMAN,  Col.  NATHANIEL  BURTON  ROGERS, 

Hon.  THOMAS  DUDLEY  BRADSTREET,  LOUIS  WORTH1NGTON  BUTTON, 
WALTER   LESLIE  WAKEFIELD,  WALTER  ST.   GEORGE   HARRIS, 

JOHN   MARVIN   PARKER,  Jr. 


Delegates  to  "the  General  Society. 
Hon.  MORGAN  G.  BULKELEY,  NORMAN  F.  ALLEN, 

Hon.  E.   HART  FENN. 

Alternates. 
Hon.  THOMAS  D.  BRADSTREET,  CHARLES   B.   WHITTLESEY. 


Annual   Meeting — In   the   Month   of   June,   date   elected   by   Managers. 

Total  Membership, 101 
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SONS    OF   THE   REVOLUTION 

IN  THE 

STATE  OF  NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

ORGANIZED   JUNE    19,   1893. 


OFFICERS. 

(Acting)  President, 
Rev.  ALFRED  LANGDON  ELWYN. 

Vice-President, 
(Vacant) 

Secretary, 
THOMAS   ELLTSON  MARVIN,  274  Chestnut  Street,  West   Newton,  Massachusetts. 

Treasurer, 
Capt.  STEPHEN  DECATUR,  U.  S.  N.  Retired. 

Chaplain, 
Rev.  ALFRED  LANGDON  ELWYN. 

Registrar, 
(Vacant) 

Historian, 
Rev.  ALFRED  LANGDON  ELWYN. 

Surgeon. 
JOHN  WILLIAM  PARSONS,  M.  D. 


Board  of  Managers. 
Capt.  MARCUS  M.  COLLIS.  JOHN   WILLIAM    PARSONS,   M.D. 

HENRY  A.  YEATON. 
Delegates  to  the  General  Society. 
STEPHEN  DECATUR,  MARCUS  M.  COLLIS 


Annual  Meeting— July  8th. 

Total  Membership, 12 
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SONS    OF    THE    REVOLUTION 

IN  THE 

STATE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

INSTITUTED  OCTOBER  24,   1893. 

ORGANIZED  NOVEMBER  21,    1893. 

INCORPORATED  UNDER  THE  LAWS  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA,  JANUARY  8,  1894. 


OFFICERS 

President, 
Hon.   THOMAS  S.  KENAN. 

Vice-President, 
Hon.  J.  BRYAN  GRIMES. 

Secretary, 
MARSHALL  DeLANCEY  HAYWOOD,  Raleigh. 

Registrar, 
DANIEL  HARVEY  HILL,  LL.D. 

Treasurer, 
WILLIAM  W ATKINS  ROBARDS. 

Chaplain, 
The  Rev.  ROBERT  BRENT  DRANE,  D.D. 


Board  of  Managers. 

The  Officers,  ex-officiis,  and 
ALEXANDER   BOYD  ANDREWS,  Jr.,   Chairman. 
CARLE  AUGUSTUS  WOODRUFF,  U.  S.  AJUNIUS    DAVIS, 
WILLIAN  ENOS  STONE,  CHARLES  EARL  JOHNSON, 

COLLIER  COBB,  ALFRED  MOORE  SCALES, 

JULIAN   SHAKESPEARE  CARR,  THOMAS   MASLIN. 


Delegates  to  the  General  Society. 
MARSHALL  DeLANCEY  HAYWOOD,        PAUL  WILFONG  SCHENCK, 

BENNEHAN  CAMERON. 

Annual   Meeting — November    15th. 
Total  Membership, 69 
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SONS    OF    THE    REVOLUTION 

IN  THE 

STATE  OF  ILLINOIS. 

INSTITUTED    DECEMBER  4,   1893. 
INCORPORATED   UNDER  THE  LAWS  OF  THE   STATE  OF  ILLINOIS,  JANUARY   13,    1894. 

OFFICERS. 

President, 
FRANCIS   WAYLAND   'SHEPARDSON. 

Vice-President, 
JOHN   CROCKER   FOOTE. 

Secretary, 
FREDERICK  DICKINSON,  562  Bryant   Avenue,    Chicago- 

NELSON  JOHN   LUDINGTON. 

Chaplain, 
Rev.  GEORGE  DeMING  WRIGHT. 

Registrar, 
ORLIN  LUMAN  RICKARD. 

Historian, 
HARRISON  KELLEY. 

Board  of  Manages  s. 

ROBERT  PATTERSON  BENEDICT,  EDMUND   TAYLOR   PERKINS, 

WILL  SIDNEY  TURNER,  RALPH  ISHAM, 

JAMES  KENT  CALHOUN,  CHARLES  WESTON  FOLDS, 

ORANGE  WARNER   ELLIS,  ALBERT  LEROY  MILLER, 

BENJAMIN   CI-IESTER   SAMMONS. 


Delegates  to  the  General  Society. 

Dr.  CASEY  A.  WOOD,  Rev.  THOMAS  E.  GREEN,  D.D., 

CHARLES    CROMWELL,  EDMUND  TAYLOR  PERKINS. 

Alternates. 
RALPH  ISHAM,  W.  D.  TURNER, 

EDMUND  A.  ALLEN,  THOMAS  FLOYD-JONES. 


Dates    of    Meetings. 

Second   Thursday   in    each    month,    from    October   to   May,    inclusive. 

Annual    Meeting — December   3rd. 


Total  Membership,         ...  ...  199 
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SONS    OF    THE    REVOLUTION 

IN  THE 

STATE  OF  MISSOURI. 

INSTITUTED  FEBRUARY  22,   1894. 


OFFICERS. 

President. 
Rt.    Ret.    DANIEL    SYLVESTER    TUTTLE,    D.D.,    LL.D,    D.C.L.,    St.    Louis. 

Bishop  of  Missouri. 

Vice-President, 
Lieut.-General  JOHN  COALTER  BATES,  U.  S.  A. 

Second    Vice-President, 
Hon.    SELDEN   PALMER   SPENCER,    St.   Louis. 

Third  Vice-President,     . 
HENRY  JACQUES  RAVOLD,  M.D.,   St.  Joseph. 

Fourth    Vice-President. 
HARRY    THOMAS    ABERNATHY,    Kansas    City. 

Secretary, 
HENRY    CADLE,    Bethany. 

Assistant  Secretary, 
GEORGE   TURNER    PARKER,   St.   Louis,  S.   E.  cor.   Broadway   and  Locust. 

Registrar, 
JAY    McILVAINE   LEE,    Kansas   City. 

Treasurer, 
CHARLES  McINTOSH  CUTHBERT,  St.  Louis,  817  N.  Second  Street. 

Chaplain, 
Rev.  CYRUS  TOWNSEND  BRADY,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  Kansas  City. 

Historian, 
Prof.  EDWARD  MARTIN  SHEPARD,   Sc.   D.   Springfield. 

Marshal, 
CEVEDRA    D.    BLAKE,    St.    Louis. 


Board  of  Managers. 

Rt.  Rev.  DANIEL  S.  TUTTLE,  WILLIAM  ELI  SHERWOOD, 

HENRY   CADLE,  Lieut.-Gen.     JOHN      COALTER      BATES, 
WALLACE  DELAFIELD,  U.  S.   A.  , 

Col.  EUGENE  J.  SPENCER,  CHARLES   McINTOSH   CUTHBERT, 

ISAAC   HOWE  SAWYER,  Hon.  GEORGE  WASHINGTON  PARKER, 

WILLIAM    RICHARD   GENTRY,  RICHARD   McCULLOCH, 

CHARLES  DAVID  PARKER,  GEORGE   MONTGOMERY   BLOCK, 

WILLIAM  LEWIS  DICKERSON.  JAMES  ALEXANDER  CAMPBELL,  M.  D., 
HERBERT  PERRY  WRIGHT, 

(168) 


Delegates  to  the  General  Society. 

Hon.  JOHN  BARBER  WHITE. 
Lieut.-Gen.  JOHN  C.  BATES,  U.  S.  A.         Mat.  PARKER  WHITNEY  WEST,  U.  S.  A. 
Col.  ABIEL  LEONARD  SMITH,  U.  S.  A., Mat-  TOHN  BAPTISTE  O'MEARA, 
Capt.  HAROLD  W.  JONES,  THOMAS  JAMES. 

Alternates. 

ADIEL  S.  DODGE,  HENRY  CADLE, 

Hon.  H.  L.  McCUNE.  R.  E.  MILLER, 

J.  H.  BOOGHER,  CLIFFORD  GREVE, 

J.  W.  BEACH. 


Annual    Meeting    Feb.    22nd. 

Total  Membership,   . 540 
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SONS    OF    THE    REVOLUTION 

IN  THE 

STATE  OF  ALABAMA. 

INSTITUTED  APRIL   16,    1894. 
Headquarters :    Montgomery. 


OFFICERS. 

President, 
WILLIAM  HARDWICK  RUTH,   Montgomery. 

First  Vice-President, 
Dr.    BENJAMIN  JAMES   BALDWIN,    Montgomery. 

Second  Vice-President, 
SAMUEL  BLACKBURN  MARKS,  Jr.,   Montgomery. 

Secretary  and  Treasurer, 
THOMAS    McADORY  OWEN,  LL.D.,  Department  of  Archives  &  History.  Montgomery. 

Chaplain, 
(Vacant) 

Registrar, 
WALTER  BURTON  FISK,  Montgomery. 

Historian, 
THOMAS  McADORY   OWEN,   LL.D.,  Montgomery. 

Surgeon. 
Dr.  EDWARD  PULASKI  LACEY,  Bessemer. 

Marshal, 
(Vacant) 


Board  of  Managers. 

RICHARD  GRIFFIN  BANKS,  HADLEY  Y.  BROOKE, 

JOHN  ARCHER  ELMORE,  ROBERT  TAYLOR  GOODWYN, 

ADDISON  REESE  HARVEY,  WARREN  STONE  REESE, 


Delegates  to  the  General  Society. 
Senator  J.  F.  JOHNSTON,  W.  M.  MARKS, 

Alternates. 
Senator  J.  H.  BANKHEAD,  DUNBAR  ROWLAND, 

Dates  of  Meetings — Monthly. 
Annual  Meeting— April   16th. 

Total  Membership,         --------     39 
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SONS  OF  THE  REVOLUTION 

IN  THE 

STATE  OF  WEST  VIRGINIA. 

INSTITUTED   APRIL    19,    1894. 
INCORPORATED   UNDER  THE  LAWS   OF  THE  STATE   OF  WEST   VIRGINIA,   MAY  7,   1894. 


OFFICERS. 

President, 


FREDERICK  THORNTON  MARTIN. 

Vice-President, 
Dr.  REED  McCOLLOCH  BAIRD. 

Secretary, 
BAIRD  MITCHELL,  National  Bank  of  West  Virginia,  Wheeling. 

Treasurer, 
(Vacant) 

Registrar, 
BAIRD  MITCHELL, 

Historian. 
W.  D.  R.  ANNAN. 


Board  of  Managers. 

FREDERICK   THORNTON   MARTIN,        Dr.  REED  McCOLLOCH  BAIRD, 
BAIRD  MITCHELL,  WILLIAM  H.  LEWIS, 

ALFRED  HENRY  BEACH. 


Delegates  to  the  General  Society. 

A.  H.  BEACH,  CHARLES  K.  L.  HICKMAN, 

A.  B.  WHITE. 

Alternates. 
JOSEPH  MORELAND,  CHARLES  M.  HART, 

F.  T.  MARTIN. 

Annual  Meeting — February  22nd. 

Total  Membership,      ...        -  -        -    105 
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SONS   OF   THE  REVOLUTION 

IN  THE 

STATE  OF  FLORIDA. 

ORGANIZED    APRIL,    1894. 


OFFICERS. 

President, 
(VACANT) 

First   Vice-President, 
HENRY  VARNUM. 

Second  Vice-President, 
SULLIVAN  F.  GALE. 

Secretary  and   Treasurer, 
ROLAND  WOODWARD,   Suite  203  Bisbee  Bldg.,  Jacksonville. 

Chap  lam, 
SULLIVAN  F.  GALE. 

Historian. 
BINGHAM  H.  CHADWICK. 


Board  of  Managers. 

EUGENE  M.  NOLAN  JEPTHA  VINING  HARRIS, 

BINGHAM  H.   CHADWICK,  ERNEST  T.   LE  BARON, 

JOHN  HENRY  NORTON,  EDWARD  C.  ATWOOD, 

JAMES  DOBBIN  HOLMES,  WALTER  C.  WARRINGTON, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON  WYLLEY. 


Annual  Meeting — December  3rd. 

Total  Membership, 34 
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SONS  OF  THE  REVOLUTION 
STATE  OF  TENNESSEE. 


IN  THE 

ORGANIZED  NOVEMBER  24,    1894. 


OFFICERS. 

President, 
HORACE  VAN  DEVENTER. 

Vice-President, 
CAREY  F.  SPENCE. 

Secretary, 
SELDEN  NELSON,  522  Church  Ave,  Knoxville. 

Treasurer, 
CHARLES   SELDEN  BALDWIN. 

Chaplain, 
].  S.  HILL. 

Registrar, 
EDWARD  MAYNARD. 

Board  of  Managers. 

L.  D.  TYSON.  GEORGE  F.  MILTON, 

H.  L.  UNDERWOOD,  HENRY  HUDSON, 

W.  C.  ROSS. 


Delegates  to  the  General  Society. 
Capt.  WILLIAM  P.  CHAMBERLAIN,       Dr.  W.  H.  L.  WHITE. 


Alternates. 
JOHN  W.  HUDSON,  W.  S.  SHIELDS, 

HORACE  VAN   DEVENTER. 


Date    of    Meeting— October    7th. 
Annual  Meeting — February  22nd. 

Total  Membersliip,         _..-_..  40 

(173) 


SONS   OF   THE   REVOLUTION 

IN  THE 

STATE  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 


INSTITUTED   SEPTEMBER  3,    1894. 
ORGANIZED    DECEMBER   14,    1894. 


OFFICERS. 

President, 
WILSON  G.  HARVEY. 

Vice-President, 
Dr.  W.  P.  PORCHER. 

Secretary, 
Mat.  JAMES  T.  COLEMAN,  8  Water  Street,  Charleston. 

Treasurer, 
J.  B.  HYDE,  Jr. 

Chaplain, 
Rev.  WILLIAM  WAY. 

Registrar, 
Rev.  HOWARD  L.  JONES. 


Board  of  Managers. 
DANIEL  L.  SINKLER,  Chairman. 
J.   S.  HARLBECK,  JOSHUA  LOCKWOOD, 

F.  H.  McMASTER,  R.  M.  ANDERSON, 

G.  W.  ROUSE,  W.  C.  BISSELL, 

G.  E.  DAVIS, 
J.  A.  METTS. 


Delegates  to  the  General  Society. 

Col.  WILSON  G.  HARVEY,  Mat.  D.  L.  SINKLER, 

C.  S.  GADSDEN. 

Alternates. 
ZIMMERMAN  DAVIS,  P.  H.  GADSDEN. 

W.  T.  THOMPSON,  D.D. 

Dates  of  Meetings— March  26th,  June  28th  and  October  7th. 
Annual  Meeting — December   14th. 

Total  Membership, 54 

(174) 


SONS    OF    THE    REVOLUTION 

IN  THE 

STATE  OF  KENTUCKY. 

ORGANIZED    JANUARY   26,    1895. 
INCORPORATED   UNDER   THE    LAWS    OF   THE    STATE   OF   KENTUCKY,    FEBRUARY    9,    1895. 


OFFICERS. 

President, 
OTIS  S.  TENNEY. 

First  Vice-President, 
JOHN  TODD  SHELBY. 

Second    Vice-President, 
JAMES  ALLEN  TODD. 

Secretary, 
SAMUEL  MACKAY  WILSON,  Lexington. 

Treasurer, 
JAMES  EDWARD  BASSETT. 

Chaplain, 
Rev.  CHARLES  LEE  REYNOLDS. 

Registrar, 
BUTLER  TURPIN  SOUTHGATE. 

Historian, 
LUCAS  BRODHEAD. 

Board  of  Managers. 
DESHA  BRECKINRIDGE,  WILBUR  R.  SMITH, 

LOUIS  des  COGNETS,  ■  CLIFTON   B.   ROSS, 

J.   HOWARD  CURRY,  JOSEPH  LeCOMPTE, 

Dr.  SAMUEL  H.  H ALLEY,  W.   W.   ESTILL, 

WILLIAM  HARRISON  POLK. 

Delegates  to  the  General  Society. 

Rev.    CHARLES    L.    REYNOLDS,  SAMUEL   M.   WILSON. 

Alternates. 
JAMES  E.  BASSETT,  JOHN  C.  SHELBY. 


Dates  of  Meetings — April  19th  and  October  19th. 
Annual   Meeting — February  22nd. 

Total  Membership, 35 

(175) 


SONS    OF    THE    REVOLUTION 

IN  THE 

STATE  OF  MONTANA, 

ORGANIZED   FEBRUARY  22,   1895. 


OFFICERS. 

President, 
CHARLES  HENRY  BENTON,  Great  Falls. 

First  Vice-President, 
Gen.  ANDREW  SHERIDAN  BURT.  Washington,  D.  C 

Second   Vice-President, 
Hon.  ALDEN   J.  BENNETT,  Virginia  City. 

Secretary, 
WILLIAM  EUGENE  CHAMBERLAIN,  Great  Falls. 

Treasurer, 
JAMES  MONTGOMERY   BURLINGAME,  Great  Falls. 

Chaplain, 
Vacant. 

Registrar, 
Capt.  CHARLES  H.  ROBINSON,  Evans. 

Historian, 
SAMUEL  BOSTWICK  ROBBINS,  Great  Falls. 

Board  of  Managers. 

WILLIAM  GEORGE  CONRAD,  FIOWARD    CROSBY, 

RIEBERO   LYMAN  ARTHUR. 


Delegates  to  the  General  Society. 
EDWARD   BEACH   HOWELL,  LEROY  FOGLE. 

Annual  Meeting — February  22nd. 

Total  Membership,         .-._...  39 

(176) 


SONS    OF    THE    REVOLUTION 

IN  THE 

STATE  OF  TEXAS. 


ORGANIZED   MARCH   12,    1895. 
INCORPORATED    APRIL   19,   1895. 


C.    R.    MOREHEAD, 
H.  M.  AUBREY, 


OFFICERS. 

President, 
C.  R.  MOREHEAD. 

Vice-President, 
Vacant. 

Secretary, 
PARK  W.  PITMAN,  E!  Paso. 

Treasurer, 
PARK  W.  PITMAN. 

Registrar, 
Vacant. 

Historian, 
Vacant. 

Chaplain, 
Vacant. 

Board  of  Managers. 

W.   P.   FINLEY, 
PARK   W.    PITMAN. 
J.   HOWARD   THOMPSON. 


C.   R.   MOREHEAD, 


Delegates  to  the  General  Society. 

PARK  W.  PITMAN, 

Alternate. 
J.  HOWARD  THOMPSON. 


Annual  Meeting— April  19th. 


Total  Membership, 


(177) 


30 


SONS    OF    THE    REVOLUTION 

IN  THE 

STATE  OF  WASHINGTON. 

ORGANIZED  MARCH   26,   1895. 
INCORPORATED  UNDER  THE  LAWS   OF  THE  STATE  OF  WASHINGTON,  MARCH  29,   1895. 


OFFICERS. 

President. 
ROBERT   BROOKE  ALBERTSON. 

Vice-President, 
W.  A.  PETERS. 

Secretary. 
E.  H.  GUIE,  810  Leary  Building,   Seattle. 

Treasurer, 
D.  C.  CONOVER. 

Chaplain, 
Bishop  FREDERICK  KEATOR. 

Registrar j 
C.  T.  CONOVER. 

Historian, 
L-  B.   STEDMAN. 


Dr.  M.  R.  DAWSON, 

Total  Membership, 


Board  of   Managers. 

M.  F-  BACKUS, 
JOSHUA  GREEN. 


39 


(178) 


SONS    OF    THE    REVOLUTION 

IN  THE 

STATE  OF   VIRGINIA. 

ORGANIZED    JUNE    7,   1895. 
INCORPORATED    UNDER   THE    LAWS    OF   THE    STATE    OF    VIRGINIA,    MARCH    4,    1896. 


OFFICERS. 

President, 
Hon.  RICHARD  CARTER  SCOTT. 

Vice-President, 
WILLIAM  CHASE  MORTON. 

Second    Vice-President, 
Hon.  JOHN  GARNETT  DEW. 

Secretary. 
Dr.  CHARLES  RUSSELL  ROBINS,  8  West  Grace  Street,  Richmond. 

Treasurer, 
Dr.  GREER  BAUGHMAN. 

Chaplain, 
Rt.  Rev.  ALFRED  McGTLL  RANDOLPH. 

Registrar, 
WILLIAM  CLAYTON  TORRENCE. 

Board  of  Managers. 
Hon.   RICHARD  CARTER  SCOTT,  WILLIAM  RANDOLPH  ROBINS, 

Capt.   WILLIAM    GORDON   McCABE,         LEWIS  C.  WILLIAMS, 
JOHN   G.   FARLAND,  JOHN   STUART   BRYAN, 

Dr.  GEORGE  BEN  JOHNSTON,  ROBERT  A.  LANCASTER,  Jr. 


Delegates  to  the  General  Society. 
Hon.  RICHARD   CARTER   SCOTT,  Capt.   WILLIAM   GORDON   McCABE, 

Dr.    CHARLES    R.    ROBINS. 

Alternates. 
Dr.   GREER  BAUGHMAN,  ALFRED   B.  WILLIAMS, 

JOHN  G.  FARLAND. 


Annual  Meeting  February  22nd. 

Total  Membership,         ....  .  87 

(179) 


SONS    OF    THE    REVOLUTION 

IN  THE 

STATE   OF  MICHIGAN. 

ORGANIZED   APRIL    17,    1896. 
INSTITUTED   FEBRUARY  22,   1906. 


OFFICERS. 

President, 
JOHN  WALTER  BEARDSLEE,  D.D.,  Holland. 

First  Vice-President, 
ROBERT  WILKINS  MERRILL,  Grand  Rapids. 

Second    Vice-President, 
GEORGE  ALBERT  DAVIS,  Grand  Rapids. 

Secretary, 
HOYT  GARROD  POST,  35  W.  8th  Street,  Holland. 

Treasurer, 
DAVID  EDWIN  KEYES,  Grand  Rapids. 

Chaplain, 
JOSEPH  LEONARD  DANIELS,  D.D-,  Tryon,  N.  C. 

Registrar, 
GEORGE  WILLIAM  BUNKER,  Grand  Rapids. 

Historian, 
JOHN  WALTER   BEARDSLEE,  Jr.,  Holland. 


Board  of  Managers. 
The  above   named  officers. 


Delegates  to  the  General  Society. 
ROBERT   WILKINS   MERRILL,  GEORGE    ALBERT    DAVIS, 

Alternates. 
JOHN    W.   BEARDSLEE,  WALTER    ALEXANDER    HAMILTON. 


Annual  Meeting — February  22nd. 

Total  Membership, 24 

(180) 


SONS    OF    THE    REVOLUTION 

IN  THE 

STATE    OF    RHODE    ISLAND. 

INSTITUTED   SEPTEMBER  26,   1896. 

OFFICERS. 

President, 
THOMAS  P.  PECKHAM. 

First  Vice-President, 
Col.  CHARLES  L.  F.  ROBINSON. 

Second    Vice-President, 
P.  P.  STEWART  HALE. 

Secretary, 
JAMES  P.  COZZENS,  Newport. 

Treasurer, 
Hon.  JOHN  P.  SANBORN. 

Chaplain, 
Rev.  STANLEY  C.  HUGHES. 

Registrar, 
Dr.  EDWIN  P.  ROBINSON. 

Historian, 
CHARLES  H.  RUSSELL. 

Board  of  Managers. 
The  Officers  and 
PERRY    BELMONT,  HIRAM    BURLINGHAM, 

CHRISTOPHER  F.  BARKER,  M.D.,  FREDERICK    P.    GARRETTSON, 

Col.   EDWARD  A.   SHERMAN,  Col.  FRANK  P.  KING, 

WILLIAM    WATTS    SHERMAN,  CECIL  F.    COLTON. 

Delegates  to  the  General  Society. 
JAMES    P.    COZZENS,  Dr.  EDWIN  E.  ROBINSON, 

Col.  EDWARD     A.  SHERMAN. 

Alternates. 
FREDERICK  P.  GARRETSON,  P.  P.  STEWART  HALE, 

THOMAS   P.   PECKHAM. 


Annual  Meeting — August  29th. 

Total  Membership,         .  ...  58 

(181) 


SONS    OF    THE    REVOLUTION 

IN  THE 

STATE    OF   NORTH  DAKOTA. 

ORGANIZED   FEBRUARY   12,    1897. 


W.  L.   WILLIAMSON, 

R.   S.  ADAMS, 

T.   D.   BECKWITH, 


OFFICERS. 

President, 
WALTER  L.  WILLIAMSON. 

Vice-President, 
GEORGE  H.  HOLLISTER. 

Secretary, 
GEORGE  H.   PHELPS,   Fargo 

Treasurer, 
WILLIAM  C.  MacFADDEN. 

Chaplain, 
EDWARD  M.  WARREN. 

Registrar, 
HORATIO    C.    PLUMLEY. 

Historian, 
WILLIAM  L.  HAUPT. 

Board  of  Managers. 

G.  S.  CHURCHILL, 
E.  T.  HULL, 
W.  A.   SCOTT, 


Delegate  to  the  General  Society. 
HORATIO  CLARK  PLUMLEY. 


Total  Membership, 


26 


(182) 


SONS    OF    THE    REVOLUTION 

rsr  the 

STATE  OF  INDIANA. 

ORGANIZED  SEPTEMBER  30,   1897. 

OFFICERS. 

President j 
HIRAM  B.  PATTEN 

First  Vice-President, 
HORACE  STARR. 

Second   Vice-President, 
(Vacant.) 

Secretary, 
ALBERT  M.  BRISTOR,  901   Law  Building,  Indianapolis. 

Treasurer, 
SUMNER  CLANCY. 

Chaplain, 
Rev.  LEWIS  BROWN, 

Registrar, 
MARK  DENNIS 

Historian, 
CHARLES  L.  BARRY. 


Board  of  Managers. 
WILLIAM    ALLEN    WOOD,    Chairman,       CHARLES   J.    LYNN, 
Col.  RUSSELL  B.  HARRISON,  SAMUEL    CONKLING, 

CHARLES  T.  HANNA,  Gen.   CHARLES  A.   GARRARD. 

ROBERT  W.   McBRIDE,  WILLIAM   L.   ELDER, 

Col.    IOHN  T.   BARNETT. 


Delegates  to  the  General  Society. 
WILLIAM    ALLEN    WOOD,  WILLIAM   LINE   ELDER, 

SCOTT  VOSS  SMITH. 

Alternates. 
Rev.  LEWIS  BROWN,  Hon-  B.  WESLEY  McBRIDE, 

SAMUEL  T.  CONKLING. 


Annual  Meeting— October  19th. 

Total  Membership,         ....  -        -  140 

(183) 


SONS  OF  THE  REVOLUTION 

IN  THE 

STATE  OF  ARKANSAS. 

INSTITUTED  JULY  4,   1900. 
INCORPORATED  FEBRUARY  22,   1901. 


OFFICERS. 

President, 
CHARLES  DEXTER  JAMES. 

Vice-President, 
WILLIAM  MAY  BOLES. 

Secretary, 
FRANK  NORTH  CLAFLIN,  Eureka  Springs. 

Registrar, 
WILLIAM  MARK  DUNCAN. 

Treasurer, 
FRED  BOLES, 


CHARLES  D.  JAMES, 
WILLIAM  M.  BOLES, 
FRANK  N.  CLAFLIN, 


Chaplain, 
Rev.  JOHN  FREMONT  ELLIS. 


Board  of  Managers. 


WILLIAM  M.  DUNCAN; 

FRED  BOLES, 

Rev.  JOHN  F.  ELLIS. 


Total  Membership, 


(184) 


9  65 


